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A Twelve-month had now paſt 
A ſince our marriage pretty peace-. 
ly, during which time Iwas brought 
to bed of a boy, to the great joy of 
the Williams family, My uncle wrote. 
me a letter upon the occaſion, in which 
he deſired he might be a god-father to 
my child. I begged Mr. Williams would 
wait upon him with our ſincere thanks, 
for this his genteel and friendly offer; 
and at the ſame time to try, if he could 
engage him to ſtand for his ſon in per- 
| Fa as he was to be chriſtened at home; 


he did fo, and ſucceeded, My aunt call- 
Vol. II. B ed 


ſhould never want any 
-wete reatly to be Weigel 6 to me; but 
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8 


ed 25 morning to aſk me how I did- 


Theſe events gave me great pleaſure, as 


| I had 1o ſuffered from the idea, that I 
was an + 4 4 "grey belonged. to 


nobody, being abandoned b Big Vs | 
relations, excepting poor bie. NM 
aunt. even promiſed me to uſe her - 
deayours to ring my fa: her, to ſee me. 
when T hol be able to go out, and 
addec ed, , that, i in caſe he NT which 
ſhe was "pretty ſure he would, ſhe de- 
Ga the might introduce me to him, 
and would call on me, in her coach. 


for kk FO at the time appointed 


Thus tlieſe good folks, like the reſt o 


the world, ſeeing me well eſtabliſhed, 


as" they thought, and judging that I 
"thing of them, 


had wifely' waited to ee how affairs 
would turn but, before they ſhewed me 


. anycountenance; having previouſly de 


crmined, that, r 1. Fad made 4 ha 
MAT 3 8 match 
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match for myſelf, 1 might take the 
conſequences fit, and $4192 for my 
puniſhment, 5 Tffig is one of tote fen- 
timents Inh is freq quently found 1 in 
the breaſts of parents, and which, I con- 
= I hayer never been able to account. 
When 2 girl marries "againſt the 
A and a pprobation of her. parents, 
I hould think the crime lay in the act 
of diſobedience, and was neither to be 
aggravated or mitigated by the conſe- 
quences it produces, which haye, ; in my 
apprehenſion, nothing to do with, the 
motive for our anger; they may, in. 
deed, affect us with an increaſe. of ſor.. 
row, or an alleviation of i it, as the girl 
is made either happy, or mi: crable, by 
her choice; ; bur, her being the latter, 
ought, in my opinion, to diveſt, the 
heart of all reſentment, and lay it open 
to the tenderer ſenſations, of pity and 
een ; fince, to the truly bene- 
arr. B 2 volent 
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volent and generous mind, the un- 
happy cannot © be in the wrong 

The world in general, — as 1 
have already obſerved, act upon princi- 
ples diametrically oppoſite to theſe, and 
ſo did my parents; for I was received 
on my aunt's preſenting me to my fa- 
ther, if not with pleaſure, at leaſt with 
great good humour and civility. My 
mother eyed me, with a look, as I 
thought, of tender concern; and ſaid, 
(with ſeemingly a mother's feclings) 
C My dear Charlotte, you look ſadly; 
do have a diſh of chocolate, or a glaſs 
of wine.” I thanked her for this kind 
attention to my health; and, indeed, I 
believe, that ſince I had ceaſed being 
a competitor with Sophie in my father's 
favour, ſhe began to conſider me as her 
child. My father's penetrating eyes 
ſeemed to pierce my breaſt, and every 
time mine met them, I * he was 


— — — — g_ - — -- 
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reading my huſband's failings in the 
book of my heart. This idea pained 
me; he perceived it, and ſaid, Don't 
be uneaſy, my poor girl; I am no con- 
juror, nor will I endeavour to ſee into 
your thoughts farther than you chuſe 
I ſhould.” I anſwered, © That I hoped 
I ſhould never have any, for the future, 
which could merit his diſapprobation.” 
He replied, with a ſign, What is 
paſt, child, cannot be-recalled ; there 
is no remedy, now, for the error you 
have committed; and in the preſent 
weak ſtate of your health, it would 
be as cruel as uſeleſs to upbraid you 
with it; you have, therefore, con- 
tinued he, nothing to fear from me 
on that ſubject, either now, or here- 
after; let the conſequences of the falſe 
ſtep you have taken be what they + 
may.” Theſe laſt words were ſpoken 
with a tone of indifference, which 
pierced me to the ſoul. I loved my 

B 3 father 
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father with the utmoſt tenderneſs, and 
was wounded to deathoto find myſelf 
treated ch im with much more civi- 
lity than affection. I knew his inexo- 
radle tempex, and therefore concluded, 
taat, though he kept up appearances, 
yet I had forfeited his love and eſteem 
for over. They gave me leave, how- 
ever, ta preſent my huſband to them 
the next day, and my mother good- 
naturedly ſaĩid to me, you may take 
your ſiſter home with you, if you will.“ 
Upon which, Sophie and I took our 
leaves of them, and returned home, 
where we found Mr. Williams talking 
to an odd looking man, in the parlour. 
He accoſted me with a ſmile, ſaying, 
« My Dear, I have been buying alittle 
eſlate in the country, of that man you 
- Jaw with me.” I replied, with a ſeem- 
ingly cheartul air, I, am glad to hear 
it, my Dear, ſince, I fuppoſe you have 

had. ſome revelation of a. hidden tre- 
- ſure, 


. 
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fure, -with/which) you intend to pay 
for it. He looked grave at this an- 
ſwer, and ſaid, “ He had bought it for 

me, thinking that the air of the vo. 
try would be of ſervice to myſelf and 
child. I thanked him cordially for 
his tender care of our healths; and 
added, „But, Mr. Williams, excuſe me 
if I ſay, that no air will be found faln: 
brious, where the mind is not at peace; 
and, ſhould you involve yourſelf in 


difficulties for my ſake, you would de- 
feat your own, purpoſes; for I can 
never be either happy, or well, if you 
are uneaſy. He replied, 6 That 1 | 
alway 


s looked too far before me; and 
obſerved, That nobody could enjoy 
the preſent, who were ſo anxious for 
the ep e this — made 
e eee Dan A 


The next morning, he deſired ! 


would go with him to look at the houſe 
on had purchaſed ; I conſented; as it 
B 4 Was 
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was only fourteen miles from town, It 
was à fnorning's ride hither, ' and 
back again. As we came Hear the 
Place, Mr. Williams ſaid, There, 
my Dear, that is the houſe, (pointing 
to it ;) it is very old, (continued he) 
but T intend to re. build ĩt; it is aſweet 
ſituation.“ Upon getting out of the 
chariot, I was ſurprized at the ruinous 
condition it, and every thing around 
it, ſeemed to be in; it looked as if it 
had been uninhabited for 60 years; 
"and, in fact, that was the cafe; as 
there had been a long Chancery ſuit 
to decide whom it belonged to; 
and, in the mean time, nobody would 
repair it, leſt they ſhould be laying out 
money on another perſon's property. 
Mr. William ſnewed me the beauty of 
the proſpects on all ſides of the houſe, 
and ſeemed enchanted with his new 
acquiſition: I cannot ſay I was; but 1 
ene my daten ſaying only, 
« That 
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« That if he liked it, I was convinced 
that I ſhould. ” He then expatiated on 
the alterations he purpoſed to make in 
the garden, out- houſes, &c/ and laid 
a plan, which, to execute, muſt have 
coſt him, at the leaſt, fifteen hundred 
pounds. I durſt not make an eſtimate 
of the expence to him, becauſe of the 
reproof I had drawn. upon myſelf the 
day before. On our return home, Mr. 
Williams ſaid to me, in a careleſs, eaſy 


manner, Cbarlatte, I muſt inſiſt, that 


if my father and mother ſhould blame 
me for having bought a houſe in the 
country, that you inform them, that 1 
purchaſed it to oblige you; for, (con- 
tinued he) their being angry with you, 
can be of no manner of ſignification; 
but their quarrelling with me, would 
probably be/the ruin of us both.“ I 
replied, That I ſhould ever be both 


ready and willing to ſacrifice myſelf, in 
order to ſave him; and, * 


% Thy ME 1 


Toy Id con Yep t to let his. 
Pole t hat | he ha I onal ts 


nts ſup- 
as 


Pare Lo but that, 1 mult be 8 do 


excuſed from aſſerting. A, palpable 
"Fallhood and, tberefpre, could ,only 
omiſe not to contradict him, in caſe 


g che blame on me. e did not 
Gr erach pleaſed: with the tenderneſs 
of my; conſcience; however that might 
be, he, amuſed - himſelf daily in the 
was, conſequently, —— home 
but in the e- He had a paſ- 
ſiom for building, and laying out of 
ground, and had a pretty taſte in both, 
as well as ſome judgment. Theſe his 
frequent excurſions ſoon informed his 
parents of what he was about; they 
took the ularm, and ſent for him one 
morning to come to them immediately: 
What paſſtd at this interview I know | 
. __ but the next time I waited upon 
1 N 2 them, 


e ſhould find it abſolutely neceſſary, to by, 


| 
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I could make no defence, my tongue 
was tied; ſo they attributed my ſilence 
either to obſtinacy, or to an acknow®- 
ledgment of my indiſcretion: This re- 

flection filled my heart with grief and 
humiliation. I found myſelf fallen in 
the eſteem of thoſe whom it was both 
my. intereſt, as well as inclination, to 
oblige, and on the good opinion of 
whom, my huſband's future behaviour 
to me would, I apprehended, greatly; 
depend. I ſaw, with inexpreflible con- 
cern, that their friendſhip was irre. 
trievably Joſt to me, ſince I was def. 

tined to adopt all my — 
vs Thus 
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Thus he went on, involving himſelf 
more and more in debt. His parents 
daily remonſtrated to him the evil con- 
ſequences which muſt accrue from ſuch 
an inconſiderate conduct; never fail- 
ing to add, that he muſt not hope for 
any farther aſſiſtance from them. They 
repeatedly told me, . That it would not 
be long before I ſhould have reaſon to 
repent the having drawn my huſband 
in ſuch ſohemes of extravagancy and 
expence.” With an unfeeling air, he 
would often ſtand by, and hear me re- 
primanded for his faults. To do him 
juſtice, I really believe that the inſenſi- 
Bility he ſhewed upon theſe occaſions, 
'proceeded more from the thorough con- 
tempt he had of his parents, than from 
a want of good -nature in him; he 


cCcWConceived their anger, or approbation, 


to be equally inſignificant in them- 
"ſelves, and only of conſequence, as they 

b could either hurt or advance his inte- 
| relt, 
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reſt. In this perplexed ſtate of affairs, 
I comforted myſelf with the hopes of 
keeping my huſband within bounds, 
with regard to his building in the 
country. I had already prevailed with 
him to pull down but one front of the 
houſe, declaring my attachment to 
that which looked into the garden: 
I now. ſnewed a great impatience for 
its being finiſhed ; pleaded the neceſ- 
ſity of our child's going into the coun- 
try; in ſhort, from continually teazing 
him, by my enquiries when it would 
be ready for us to go into, I curtailed 
his plan ſo conſiderably, that he one 
day told me, that the whole expence 
he had been at, would not amount to 
more than'four hundred pounds, -or a 
trifle oyer. This information gave 
me great pleaſure, as I now found it 
in my power to pay all his workmen, 
and to make him a preſent of the 
houſe; my heart exulted in the thought; 


* 8 


ſurprite it would be 10 y huſpand, 
wagp, ane him, wich che fwe 


und note. 5518815 PS a. 1 f 


| e every minute, gh 
| heard. A, rap at the door, and naturally 
concluded it was bim; but, tomy great 
ſurprize, a, Gentleman, whom I did. 
not know, entered the room; he bowed, 
and made ſome handſome apologies for 
intruding upon me at ſuch an unſeaſon- 
able hour, but alledged, in his excuſe, 
that he had an affair of conſequence to 
communicate to me, and begged the 
ſervant might retire. I. did not chuſe 
to he leſt alone at that time of night. 
with a ſtranger; but upon his giving 
me a letter from my huſband, I ordered. 
the ſervant. to leave the room; and 
then, with a trembling hand, I broke 


e e 18th, ſame time, 
« Pray, 


£5.38, 
$4 4/4 


pen 


. Wits, 11 85 


4 Pray, Srl hat ary bent l 
to Mr. lime He ang ered, 
« 'That'the letter votild inform me.“ 
I then attempted to read it, but v6 ain; 
I found a miſt" before my ches, my 
heart palpitated, and T funk lifeleſs 
from my chair: The Gentleman in- 
ſtantly rung the bell for aſſiſtance; 
after ſome minutes I recoveret, and 
again ordered the ſervants to quit the 
room; upon which the ſtrang aid 
to me, „I am much concerned, Ma- 
dam, to ſee you thus alarmed; 1 with 
I had told you the affair at once; which 
is not hear ſo bad, I can aſſtire you, 
as you ſcem to be apprehenfive* of; 
your huſband is very well, as yo0¹ 
would have found, could yoιν have 
read his letter: The caſe is this; a8 1 
was coming from a tavern töenight, 
where J had ſupped with ſonie ffiehds; 
L, a crowd in the Bracht beg 
curious to æhow what was tlie latter, 
i I went 


OY | tle Mayors s 


I vent up to it; and found there a Gen- 
_tkman ſtriving to reſcue himſelf from 
. evo, Bailifls who, had hold of him; 
upon coming nearer him, I perceived 
it to be young Mr. Williams; upon 
Which I accoſted him, and adviſed him 
to ſubmit, and to go with the men to 
3 Spunging-houſe, where he might ſtay 
Vll to-morrow, and then get bail, it 
being now too late. With much diffi- 
culty I got him to conſent to what they 
would have forced him to without it: 
L accor him to ——, where, 
after having wrote that letter, he beg - 

gend me to convey it to you, Madam, 
and to deſire you, from him, not to 
make yourſelf uncaſy upon his ac- 
count, as he would certainly dine with 
you to- morrow. I then aſked the 
Gentleman, at whoſe ſuit he had been 
arreſted? He anſwered: me, that he 
was totally ignorant as to that particu- 
lar, as well as of the ſuim for which 
3 7 he 


Mrs. WII ILIAS. 17 


he was arreſted; I then enquired much 
if he was in a good room, and. well 
taken care of; he aſſured me he was; 
and then, taking his leave of me, faid, 
« He ſhould, with my permiſſion, take 
the liberty of waiting upon me the next 
day, in orderto enquire after my health, 
and to offer me his further ſervices, if 
F would honour him with my com- 
mands.” I thanked him very ſincerely, 
and wiſhed him a good night. [I leave 
you to judge what fort of one I paſt. 
The next morning I determined to go 
myſelf to the place of Mr. Willams's 
confinement, in order to pay the debt. 
I nowreproached myſelf for not having 
ſaved my huſband this diſhonour, by 
giving him the bank note ſooner, as I 
concluded, that ſome of the work. peo- 
ple, who were employed in repairing 
the houſe in the country, had grown 
- impatient for their money, and fo had 
cauſed him to be arreſted. This was 

Vor. II. C a very 


18 De Ma uOIAS of 

a very natural idea, as I firmly believed; 
that he had no other debts but ſuch 
as were contracted upon that account. 
As ſoon, therefore, as I thought it 
decent hour to go out, (for 1 had im- 
patiently counted every clock ſince the 
Gentleman had left me, ſuch was my 
eagerneſs to ſee my huſband) I got 
into a hackney chair, and ordered it 
to the place where Mr. Williams was 
confined. On my arrival at the door 
of the houſe, I aſked an ill. looking 
man, who ſtood there, If I could ſee 
the Gentleman who was brought there 
late laſt night, not chuſing to mention 
his name he replied, « Yes, Miſs, Iwill 
let the Gentleman know you are here, 
if you will tell me your name, for he has 
got company with him already; and 
perhaps he may not chuſe to have 
two wenches at a time. I annexed. 
no idea to what the man ſaid, at that 


time; 'Þ, nt, * a crown into 
his 
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his hand, he immediately led me up 
ſtairs, and opened the door of the cham- 
ber where Mr. Williams was, But how 
ſhall I paint to you my aſtoniſhment! 
on finding him ſit with his arm round 
a pretty young woman's neck who was 
ſeated on his lap. The hurry of ſpirits 
I had undergone, ever ſince the night 
before; the novelty of the ſcene which 
now preſented itſelf before me, joined 
to the quick tranſition it occaſioned. in 
me, from the joy I had conceived of 
being his liberator, to the ſurprize, ſor- 
row, and mortification, of finding him 
in ſuch company, and in ſuch an atti- 
tude, altogether overcame me ſo nor 
that I could not ſpeak ; my legs totte 
under me; 1. ſeized. hold of the irſt 
chair I came near, and then, let myſelf 
fall, ſilent and pale, into it. I did not, 
however, loſe my ſenſes, though 1 did 
my ſpeech; I had of them uſt enough 
bene perceive my huſband's confuſion; 
A o 2 his 


\ 
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his Fair One ſeemed much leſs diſcom- 
poſed than he. He begged her, in a 
low voice, to leave the room ; to which 
ſhe anſwered, ſpeaking very loud, 
* That ſhe would not; that I ſhould 
know her wrongs, and that ſhe would 
be paid.” Mr. Williams then advanced 
to me with a timid ſtep, and an eye 

confeſſing ſhame ; he took my hand, 
and, putting it to his mouth, ſaid, 
* Lovelieſt, beſt of women, hear me 
before you-condemn me.” I made no 
anſwer, neither did I withdraw my hand 
from his; he continued, That worth- 
leſs girl you ſee there, my Dear, was 
kept by me before I married you; and, 
in the enthuſiaſm of a brutal paſſion, 

ſhe had the addreſs. to inveigle me to 
give her a promiſſory note for a ſum of 
money, to be paid her in cafe I ever 
turned her off: and it is for the pay- 
ment of this note, that ſhe has now 
arreſted me; and this 1s not all, for ſhe 


'S 
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has the impudence to tell me, that I 
gave her credit to many ſhop-keepers, 
where ſhe has taken up goods in my 
nme, and ſhall ſend them all to me 
to be paid.” I anſwered with a faint 
voice, It is but juſt that you ſhould 
fulkl the obligations which you volun- 
tarily laid yourſelf under to that young 
woman.” Thank you, Madam, ” faid 
the girl: I wanted (continued ſhe) 
to have carried in all my demands 
upon him, to his father, when he paid 
his debts, but Mr. Williams would not 
let me, ſaying he would pay me him- 
ſelt very ſhortly, yet I never could get a 
farthing from him, from that time to 
this; and juſt now, when you came in, 
he was coaxing me to give him another 
year's credit; but I won't do any ſuch 
thing.” To end all diſputes between 
them, I aſked her, if ſhe would take 
my word for the payment of the note? 
which I then deſired to fee ; ſhe ſhewed 
1 3 it 


— — 
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jo me; I told ber, that if the N call 
upon me any time that day, I gave her 


my dna. that I would pay 57 the 


ei 


looked ; at me ſteadily 55 Um LAT 
and then replied, © Yes, Madam, I will 
truſt to your honour; at what hour 
ſhall I wait on you?” I anſwered, « In 
an hour after Mr. Williams is at liberty, 


if you pleaſe.” All this paſt without 


any interruption on the part of my huſ- 


band, who continued ſitting in his chair 
ſilent and penſive, and, as I thought, 
loking rather fooliſh than otherwiſe. 


Miſs Fanny Fetch (for it was her) ran 
down ſtairs, in order to perform her 


part of the agreement; which, after 
Mr. Williams had paid the fees, and 


ſome other exorbitant demands, was 
thoroughly effected; and he returned 
home with me in a hackney- coach, 


e, as ſoon as we were ſeated, he 


took 


T3 
took my hand, and ſaid, My amia- 
ble wife, what a contemptible figure 
mult I, at this moment, make in your 
eyes! Can you forgive me, Charlotte?” 
Wi.hout waiting my anſwer, he went 
on, © But, indeed, my Dear, I am nor 
ſo criminal as you may, perhaps, ima- 
gine me to be; I did not kiſs that infa- 
mous girl from any love I had for her, 
but merely for your ſake, in order to 
engage her to give me a little more 
time, and then I hoped to have paid 
her, without the affair's ever coming 
.to your. knowledge. *I anſwered, 
“ That the intention might be good, 
but that! thought the means rather in- 
delicate.“ I ſpoke very little in our 
way home, leſt I ſhould betray the re- 
ſentment which filled my boſom, on his 
having deceived his father and me, in 
ſo atrocious a manner; and, in the hu- 
mour I was then in, if thought he did 
not deſerve. my love; I therefore re- 


„ ſolved, 
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ſolved, for the future, to do my duty, 
in every reſpect, as a wifd, but never 
more to entertain in my brvaſt any ten- 
derer ſentiinents for him than thoſe of 
friendſhip.” This was a viſe plan; 


and, I don't doubt but you are con- 
vinced, that I found it very eaſy to put 
into practice, as I had impoſed upon 
myſelf a taſk which would, from its 
difficulty, have almoſt ſtartled a Stoic; 
a taſk, which was never accompliſhed 
but by thoſe few, and reſpectable Phi- 
loſophers, who, from a ſtudy of them- 
ſelves, had acquired the power of ſub- 
jecting their paſſions to their reaſon; 
and, by making her deſpotie, rendered 
them ſlaves: The practice, however, of 
this ſublime philoſophy, appeared, to 
my inexperience, no very difficult un- 
dertaking, as I fooliſhly imagined that 
love could not exiſt, where we ceaſed 


to eſteem. But to my ſtory. 
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On our arrival at home, I ſent the 
Bank bill of five hundred pounds, to 
be changed into ſmaller ones, and, 
when Miſs Fanny came, I paid her 
one hundred pounds, which was the 
ſum promiſed her by the note. I then 
aſked her, What were the bills which 
ſhe had faid ſhe expected Mr. Williams 
to pay? She anſwered, 4 Why, Ma- 
dam, you are to know, that when your 
huſband took me into keeping, I was 
but a poor girl, and had bur a few 
cloaths; ſo as he promiſed that I ſhould, 
for the future, never want money, and 
that I ſhould always go as fine as a 
Queen, he went with me to ſeveral 
ſhops, and gave me credit in them, by 
ſetting his name, or writing ſomething 
at the bottom of a blank leaf in their 
books, to be filled up with the articles 
I choſe to buy.“ Pray, ſaid I, can 
you gueis what the ſums amount to, 
which you ſay he owes on your ac- 
| | count? * 
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count? She replied, = don't know 
juſtly, Madam; but, if you deſire it, 
I will enquire, and let you know.” I 
anſwered careleſsly, «No, you need 
not give yourſelf chat trouble, as it is 
not in my power to pay them, and I 
know his father won't; {6 that I much 
queſtion whether the people will ever 
their money or not, at leaſt as 
ong as the old Gentleman lives. She 
faid, „It was all one to her;“ but I 
ſaw the did not ſpeak truth, which was 
what I wanted to know; for 4 ſuſ- 
pected that ſhe and the trades- people 
underſtood one another. I told her, 


It would be neceſſary to prove the 


delivery of the ode; and that ſhe 
muſt ſwear to the having received them, 
or elſe, I apprehended, their demands 
would never be looked upon as juſt 


diebts; but 1 leave that to their con- 


Kiences and your own, ſaid I, for I 
have N to do in the affair. The 


i 
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"OE took this occaſion of thanking me 
for the ten guincas I had ſentjher in her 
diſtreſs, as ſhe ſaid; then, after having 
wiſhed me health and happineſs, ſhe 

went away. I went into the parlour 
to my huſband, with his note, 557 
had juſt: diſcharged, ..in, my hand; 
gave it to him, deſiring he would Bun | 
it. He ſaid to me, Pray, my Dear, 
may I be permitted to enquire, how you 
came by the money you have juſt now 
ſo generouſly, paid for me?! I replied, 

Les, ſurely, Sir; you have a right to 
aſk. the queſtion ; and it is both my 
duty and inclination to anſwer it:“ 1 
then preſented the letter to him, in which 
the bill had been incloſed, ſaying, at the 
ſame time, I always intended to give 
it to you, Mr. Williams, but waited an 
occaſion, when from your wanting of 
ready caſh, it might have been rendered 
more acceptable to you ; I will, how- 


ever, confeſs, that ieli-intereſt was, in 
| ſome 
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ſong meaſure, .'the motive for my hav- 
ing thus feoreted) my riches from you: 
1 had pleaſed myſelf if with the thoughts 


bf paying off all your workmen at 


— 'byowhich means 1 fhould have 
procured to myſelf (in a manner) the 
fatis faction of making you a preſent of 
the houſe; but things have turned out 
Stherwiſe; there, Sir, is the remaining 
four hundred pounds, diſpoſe of it as 
you ſhall judge proper; it is your 
own and I give you my honour, that 
bavrtr intended to appropriate one far- 
thing of it to my own uſe; but I flat- 
ter myſelf, that I have no occafion to 
uſe many arguments in order to con- 
vince you of the truth of this aſſertion, 
as I am perſuaded you will readily ac- 
quit me of harbouring ſo mean a 
thought; the money was of no eſtima- 
tion in my eyes, but as it might be the 
means of giving you pleaſure. Here 

I a He Jooked. at me with ſeem. 


ing 
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ing admiration, and ſaid, «I was a ge- 
nerous, noble girl, thanked me . 
ecſtacy, an and took the money,” 
Der, in the midſt of this TY . 
rent approbation of my conduct. 
could plainly ſee that he Was diſap- 
pointed in finding I gave ſo good an 
account how, I came to be ſo rich. 
He had aſked me, where I got the 
money, with an air of confidenee, not 
unmixed with ſarcaſm, which did not 
eſcape my obſervation; from hence L 
ſuſpected, that he wiſhed to have found 
me a little in the wrong, in order to 
have put us more upon a level. This 
diſcoyery, from a perverſity, I ſuppoſe, 
in my nature, determined me to perſiſt 
obſtinately in being in the right; = hes 
which purpale, as far as my youth and 
inexperience would admit, I weighed: 
every word I, ſpoke, and-tenacioufty: 
examined every action of my life; ſo 
that when J erred, I may with truth 
y | aver, 
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aper, chat! it was the fault of 1 
| ment, A ever a an act of my will. 


* Ain 1 Di 


I no ſeldom a cickie my faber or 
mother-in-law; they looked upon me as 
an extravagant, unthinking eil, who 
would de the ruin of their ſon; they 
had heard he was arreſted, but not at 
whoſe: ſuit ; fo, their minds having 
taken that bent, without any 
enquiries into the matter, they 
hon! down as a fact, that I had been 
the occaſion of it. Amidſt; all theſe 
unpleaſing events, I leave you to judge 
what were my feelings, and how] my. 
mind muſt have ſuffered; and the more 
ſo, a I endeavoured to conceal my, 
may even from the author of 1 it. 01 

1% 09D 10 019597 1 5113 fliw 

We were now to go into the 1 GT 
far the ſummer; I therefore waited 
pon my. oyn family to FRE leav 
of them i We were upon col 1 7 0 
terms „ becauſe they were now 

pretty 
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pretty well acquainted with, the charac- 
ter of my huſband, from Public. report, 
and from thence, 1 imagine, foreſaw 
that I might poſſibly be diſtrefledenough 
hereafter to apply to them for relief. 
My father, after having remarked that 
J looked very ill, ſaid, If your indiſ- 
poſition proceeds from grief, Charlotte, 
you are truly to be pitied, as you have 
not left yourſelf a friend WhO would 
either relieve, or even compaſſionate 
you, after the obſtinate, premeditated 
manner, in which you flew. from: cer- 
_ rain happineſs, to the embraces: (I am 
afraid) of -indigence and miſery. I 
told him, That I waited upon him 
to wiſh him every bleſſing in life, and 
to beg that he would remember me 
with the affection of a parent to a child, 
but that I came not to aſk either his 
pity or aſſiſtance, as, I thanked God} 
J wanted neither of them, and that, 
if I did, I was ſenſible that I had nar 
| deſerved 
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_ deſerved them from him; but his love 
I wauld aſk; and alſo ſhould try, by 
every action of my future lite, to me- 
nit it.” He ſeemed moved by this 
anſwer, and ſaid, with ſome emotion, 
God bleſs you, my poor child!“ 
My eldeſt brother was in the room; I 
had not ſeen him of ſome time, as he 
had been almoſt always at ſchool from 
his infancy ; he kifſed me tenderly, 
and —_ to be delighted at ſeeing 
me; he was two years younger than 
myſelf, and, conſequently, ſtill a boy; 
I I thought him a pretty figure, but my 
mind was, at that time, too much agi- 
tated to take much notice of him. 
My mother took a tender leave of me, 
and Sophie cried ready to break her heart 
on bidding me adieu; they were to re- 
turn into the country the next day. 
From my father's I went to my 
uncle's. My aunt had taken the ton of 


the * conſequently was very re- 
ſerved; 
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ferved y but my uncle told me, with an 
air of great cotdiality, that he was very 
glad to ſee me; he ſaid, He had heard 
from his nephew, Sir Charles, who 
deſired his reſpectful compliments to 
me, and had enquired much after my 

health, and welfare: What ſhall I tell 
him, my dear? (continued he.) Shall I 

ſay you are happy? Well, I cannot, 
for you look dreadfully ; but you are 
I anſwered, · Indeed I am not; and I 
beg, Sir, that you would be ſo obliging; 
as to make my compliments to Sir Charles 
Stanly, and to Jay,” that I am infinitely: 
ſenſible of his kind enquiries after me: 
Here 1 roſe to take my leave, alledging, 
as an excuſe for the ſhort ſtay I made 
with them, the multiplicity of viſits 1- 
had to make. My uncle wiſned me 
my ahh &ci and * aunt was 2 


Nn a. —— 
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From thence I went to my father- 
in-law's, where I was received with a 
ſmile of affability by the old Gentleman, 
and with a frown of anger by the old 
Eady. The former, after having talked 
of the news of the day, left the room ; 
when my mother-in-law ſaid to me, 
t You look ſadly, Mrs. Williams; I am 
afraid your too great purſuit of pleaſure 
will ruin your conſtitution, as well as 
your pocket.” My purſuit after plea- 
ſure!” I rephed. Sure, Madam, I miſ- 
take your ſenſe of the word: If you 
mean by it diverſions, or diſſipation of 
any fort, I am certain, no one can pur- 
ſue them leſs than I do; ſince, in the 
ſpace of two years that I have been 
married, I have not been ten times in 
public; nor am I fond of company; for 


at home: Do me the juſtice, dear Ma- 


dam, to believe that Iſpeak the truth. 


Here the thoughts of the falſe ideas ſhe 


which reaſon I ſpend moſt of my tine 
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had conceived of my character, drew a 
tear from my eye. She ſaid, How 
can that be, child ? When your huſ- 
band is already over head and ears in 
debt, you muſt be guilty of great extra- 
vagancy to make him he Alas 
Madam,” I anſwered, indeed I am 
not.” Nay don't tell me ſo,“ ſaid 
the; „ Who made him build, and in- 
volve himſelf in difficulties without end? 
becauſe you took a fancy to a certain 
ſpot of ground, and would have a houſe 
on it.” I was ſtruck dumb at this 
charge, which I durſt not deny, becauſe 
I ſuppoſed my huſband to have been her 

informer: my ſilence confirmed her in 
the belief of my indiſcretion, and ſne 
went on: HBeſides, has he not been 
arreſted for your debts to tradeſmen ? 
Fye upon it, can you juſtify ſo bad a 
conduge!” I afſured her, on my honour, 
That my huſband had never paid a 
e for me ſince we were married; 
D 2 nor 


36 Tue Mzmorrs of 


nor did I owe one in the world.” She 
faid, . No! why for what? and for 
whom, then, was he arreſted ?” I an- 
ſwered, That, I don't know, Madam, 
but it was I who paid the money ; 
though I am ignorant for what ; the 
fum was one hundred pounds, but the 


bill was of a date prior to my marriage 
with your ſon.” She ſeemed ſurprized 


| at what I ſaid, when, laying her hand 


upon my arm, For God's fake,” ſays 
ſhe, my dear Mrs. Williams, don't 
undeceive his father in this affair; if he 
knew that George had not given him a 
faithful account of what he owed, I 
know he would never forgive him; 
nay, I am perſuaded he would diſinherit 
him. I always feared this would be 
the caſe, (continued ſhe ;) he never 
could be brought to act openly, and 
ſincerely, with his father.“ She then 


aſked me, * If that hundred pound was 


the only debt which he had ſecreted. 
| from 
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from their knowledge? I replied, 
«« That I apprehended not, but that I 
was not poſitively ſure.” She again 
intreated me to take the blame upon 
myſelf. I told her, < That, hard as it 
was to loſe the eſteem of thoſe, from 
whom I aſpired to merit it, yet I would 
ſacrifice every feeling of my heart, to 
my duty; and aſſured her, that ſhe 
might depend upon my implicit obe- 
dience to her commands.” „But, 
(ſays ſhe) my Dear, you ſhould talk 
to George, and make him ſenſible of his 
errors. I Know you. can do what you 
will with him. Witneſs that deviliſh 
houſe, which he built to pleaſe you, ſo 
much againſt his own inclination.” 

Here I lghed, and, indeed, I almoſt loſt 
my patience, to hear myſelf thus abuſed, 
for crimes, the moſt foreign from my 
heart. I diſliked the ſituation of the 
houſe ; the expence it had occaſioned, 
was a continual ſource of grief to me; 


D 3 and 
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and the many mortifications it had 
brought on me, all together made it 
the object of my averfion. The old 
Lady having thus vented her ſpleen, 
and obſerving that I lobked melan- 
choly, humanely changed the diſcourſe, 
aſking me, How her grandſon 
dd?“ 1 told her, « He was cutting his 
teeth, and far from wellz” ſhe then put 
a twenty povind bank note into my 
hands, deſiring I would accept of it 
for her grandſon, expreſſing great 
concern at hearing he was not well. 
She then faid, « She hoped her ſon and 
1 would come and ſpend a month, or 
two, in the country with her and Mr, 
Williams this ſummer, and "begged 
I would bring the child with me.” 
I affured her, That I would wait on 
| her with the greateſt pleaſure, but that 
I was not my own miſtreſs.” I begged 
ſhe would mention it to her ſon.” She 
replied,” ſmiling, « Very well, my 
. . Dear, 


- 
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Dear, I will; but I am certain that if 
you ſay Yes, he won't ſay No.” Thus 
we parted. I had had a fatiguing day 
of it, 1 fancy you will allow, Adelaide, 
but it was not yet over. 

On my return home, I narrated to 
my huſband the converſation which had 
paſſed between his mother and me; at 
the end of which, Why did you un- 
deceive her, (ſaid he,) about the hun- 
dred pounds? It would have been much 
better for her to have thought you to 
blame, than to ſuffer her to torment 
me, as ſhe now will do, to know who 1 
owed it to, and for what.“ I replied, 
< That I did not think I merited his 
reproaches upon that head.” He im- 
meduiately reaſſumed his good nature, 
and anſwered, « No more you do, 
indeed, my Dear, and I acknowledge. 
myſelf in che wrong but I hate chat 


old woman's implacable curioſity. I 


OR ſpend two months with them an 
| D 4 the 
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the country! I would go to the devil 


a foon ? Todream half the day over 
dirty carts, anda farthing candle, at 
penny quadrille, or elſe ly your prayers 


Aid hear the old man read homilies, or 


perhaps à ſermon; no, din me if I do!” 
J obſer ved, That it was ſometimes 
neceſſary to ſacrifice our inclinations to 

our duty; and that, J apprehended, a 


refuſal of complying with this their 


obliging invitation, might occaſion a 


quarrel; and that, in that caſe, the 


world in general would certainly be on 
the ſide of the old people.“ He re- 
plied, He did not care a pinch of 
ſnuff for the world, or its cenſure.” 
J told him, „He would think other- 
wiſe when he was in a better temper, 
(and, with a ſmile, added,) you cannot 
be croſs, my Dear, but you are now 


| only negatively: good humoured.” 
The next day we went into the 


3 I found the | houſe quite 
= | finiſhed 
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Finiſhed and elegantly furniſhed, the 
ground about it was a little in diſorder, 
but from the arrangement of that was 
to proceed Mr. Williams s amuſement 
during the ſummer. Here we paſſed 
many agreeable hours; he di verted 
himſelf all day with his work- people, 
and I with my books and child; in the 
evenings we met with pleaſure, and 
paſſed themin mutual good humourand 
chearfulneſs. My huſband, as I have 
already obſerved, did not want under- 
ſtanding, nor was that underſtanding 
unimproved, but it was unfortunately 
miſapplied. It was impoſſible to fix 
him, even for a momenit, on any topic, 
which was relative either to his conduct 
or intereſt; on all others no body rea- 
ſoned better, or would liſten with more 

attention, to the arguments of others. 
In the enjoyment of this delightful 
ſcene of domeſtic felicity I ſpent two 
months, the happieſt of my life; when, 
One 
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of their connections in town, but 1 


however, in this, as well as in moſt 
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one morning. I received a card, with 
Sir William and Lady Beauford, and 
che Miſs. \Bzaufords compliments to 


| Mr., Williems and myſelf, and, if we 


were not engaged, they would wait 
upon us the next day. The anſwer 


was, that we ſhould. be glad of their 
company. Upon enquiry. I found 
they hved but half a mile diſtant from 
our houſe. I had heard their names 
often, and was acquainted with ſome 


had never ſeen them. I was extremely 
ſorry to find my ſcheme of retirement 
thus interrupted, by people I knew no- 


thing of, and who, from their vicinity 


to us, might, and probably would, 
prove very troubleſome neighbours; 


circumſtances in life, happineſs was to 
give way to good breeding. The next 
day, in the afternoon, they came; Sir 


4 _ d d to be a 2 good 
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e WhO was Hghti 
iortler to ap 55 HH 00 
the former h 


which the hid certain 
onde been, but the latter never; e. 
eldeſt daughter (for there ver two df 
them) was @ fine tall girl, with a 
large pair of languiſhing blue eyes, and 
a complexlon like white ſattin; her 
hair was what is generally called red, 
put I think might, with more proprie- 
ty, be termed yellow, fince it was ex. 
actiy the colour of an orange; ſhe had 
large bones, and was full cheſted; her 
Vote was fo ſoft and low, that it was 
with difficulty one heard what ſhe ſaid; 
and, in ſhort, her whole behaviour be- 
ſpoke” the moſt tender and romantic 
turn of mind. Her younger ſiſter was 
quite the reverſe of her, both in figure 
and manners. I found that both the 
young Ladies played upon the harph- 
| chord, which, as there was luckily one 

{ay ia 
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in the room, I kept them as conſtantly 
to.as I could, during the afternoon, in 
order to ſupply the want of converſa- 
tion : My Lady was ſufficiently occu- 
pied in adjuſting her own graces, and-in 
admiring the talents of her daughters. 
To my inexpreſſible joy, the evening 
came at laſt, and they took their leaves, 


| | laying, « They hoped we ſhould be 


good neighbours.” Miſs Beauford 
aſked me, If I loved walking? 1 
told her, Not much:” But you do, 
Mr. Williams?” ſaid ſhe to him; he 
anſwered, <* Yes, it was one of his prin- 
cipal amuſements in the country. I 
am glad of it, ſhe replied, for I 
=_ upon ſtrolling about the fields; 
and I can ſhew you the ſweeteſt ſo- 
litary woods and lanes about us, 
that you ever ſaw, Do, call upon me 
one morning, ſays ſhe, and I will carry 
hs to them.“ Mr. Williams bowed 
thanks for her = obliing offer, and 


| away 
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away they went. I had forgot them 
almoſt before they drove out of the 
court-yard, had not my huſband called 
them back to my idea, by ſaying, 
« What a fine ſubject that eldeſt Miſs 
Beauford is, (if a man thought it worth 
his while) to make a fool of. The 

girl's head is turned with Novels and 
Romances, which have ſo ſoftened her 
mind, and enervated her underſtanding; 
that ſhe would fall into the firſt man's 
arms who would open them to receive 
her.” —* It would be a great pity ſhe 
ſhould, I replied, for ſhe really is a fine 
girl, and may make ſome worthy man 
happy in a wife, when ſhe has lived 
long enough in the world to judge, 
from her own: obſervation of men and 
manners, how fallacious, as well as per- 
nicious, thoſe ſentiments are, which ſhe 
has imbibed from authors, who ſeem 
only to write, in order to pervert, and 
debauch, the youthful mind; whilſt, 

| under 
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under.thermaſk., of the moſt refined; and 
delicate; ſentiments, they; inſinuate the 
Jooleſt morals,” , Hold, ny, Dear, 
ned Mr. NM iliams, you. are abloluttly 
-Preaching a ſermon upon the occaſions 
the young fellows of this age, let me 
tell you, would be extremely ſorry that 
vou ſhould putyour thoughts into prips, 
ſince the modern Novel-writers haye 
indiſputably been of more ſervice to 


them, than all the Procureſſes in the 


kingdom e ever were. I anſwered, * That 
they had nothing to fear from me, but 
that 1 wiſhed an abler pen Falk mine 
would undertake the tak. 
y huſband uſed petites to, Ude 

out on horſe-back. in a morning · One 
day, on his return. from one of theſe 
little r told me, Phat he 
had called upon Sir M iin Beoufrd, 
and that, Miſs Beaufond would dine 
wich me the pert day,: fach-“ Did 
you; invite ä Dear?! He an- 


K i ſwered, 
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bwered, „ Not I, faith ; Hie ihvited 
herſelf.” «I am ſorry for it, I replied, 
becauſe my turn of mind is ſo vety un- 
like her's, that I am afraid key will not 
ſpend the day agreeably* with me. 
« O! ſaid he, ſhe loves walking; and 

running about the garden, ſo I will take 
care that ſhe ſhall not be very PEP 
ſome to you.” 

My poor little boy continued to be 
very puny ; the pain of his tecth 
brought on a flow fever, which no me- 
dicine had hitherto removed: I trem- 
bled daily for his life. Mr. -" Walliams 
ſeemed, by fits, to be much touched at 
dhe child's ſituation. I was now breed- 
ing, and, conſequently, not very well, 
and my ſpirits were much depreſſed by 
the ſickneſs of my poor little” infant. 
When Miſs Beauford arrived, according 
to appointment, ſtre Was ſhewii up into 
my dreſſing· toom, where, after the uſual 
— ſhe exclairried What a 


4 happy 
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happy woman youare, „Mrs. Wi Mami to 
poſſeſs fo delightful a retreat as this 1 is, 
with the amiable partner « of your heart 
and, continued ſhe, turnipg herſelf 
about, you, have got a hbrary, too, I 
ee Good God ! you would loſe by 
exchanging your earthly Paradiſe for a. 
heavenly one!“ I. anſwered, 66 That 
— BAS herſelf, if ſhe thought that 
there was any ſuch thing to be found 
on: earth as perfect felicity, and that ſhe, 
would geaſe to envy, me, when he 
"knew what were a mother's feelings on 
the a pproaching loſs of her only child. A 
Juſtas 1 ſpoke, nurſe entered the room, 
with little George in her arms, whoſe 
e countenance, arid emaciated figure; 
too well explained the meaning of what 
I had been ſaying. She looked at the 
boy with concern; and ſaid, Indeed, 
I am very ſorry to ſee Maſter look ſo 
ill” Mr. Williams now joined us, and, 
with his uſual ſprightlineſs, ſoon diſſi- 
Aer | : päated 


* 
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pated the gloom which the poor child's 

"diſpoſition had flung over our conver- 
ſation; he talked agreeable nonſenſe for 
ſome time, and then propoſed a walk” 
to the young Lady, who readily ac- 
cepted the Gtter they went together 
into the garden. I. did nor. ſee them 
- again; till dinner was on the table, 
when I thought Miſs looked à good 
deal Auſtered, and her cloaths ſeemed: 
to ſhew that ſhe had been at romps. 1 
rallied her on the diforder of her cap, 
and handkerchief; ſhe ſaid, Mr, Mili 
ums was a provoking creature, for he 
had rolled her upon the graſs, and 
| plagued her to death.” 1 anſwered, 

| failing, « It is your own fault, Miz: 
Beauford; for no man romps with a 
young Lady unleſs he is firſt convinced 
that ſhe likes it. She drank tea with 
u, and then walked home; Mr. Wil- 

hams attended her thither.. 
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"xe MATS ? 
On his return from conducting hes 
40 er Eck Ti inf that eiche 
be ſnould be very Cautious” ow he be. 
MA Miſs Beauford; as he had bim A 
ſelf obſerved how ſuſceptible to the ten- 
der paſſions the romantic turn of her 
mind had made her- I ſaid, it would 
be "cruelty in him to Play upon her 
weakneſs; and added, © I know too 
well how irreſiſtible you are, my Dear 
when you try to pleaſe, not to feel for . 
Miss Beauford: I am, however, tho- 
roughly perſuaded, that you are incapa- 
ble of 10 baſe a thought as that of dif- 
honouring her; and I hope you are 
equally ſo of engaging her young and 
| mexpexienced mind into a hopeleſs, not 
to ſay am unjuſtifiable pafſion, which 
muſt rob her of peace, and be a ſource 
of perpetual remorſe to yourſelf. He 
replied, . My pretty preacher, I would | 
not, intentionally, do an injury to any 


perſon living; but, When a fine girl 
WO 144 8 | ſhews 
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news me tin ; Wan be killed... 
1 775 kiſ Reg Non his I his, PAs; 
ner of arguing, upon es ubjects which 
regarded his conduct. I, i 
changedt the conyerſation,by aſki 3 


6c If he had not heard lately fromh 


rents : ? and when he intended. that — 
ſhowd 8⁰ to their houſe for a mont 

or two, according to promiſe 2% He re. 
plied, careleſsly, & 05 yes, I had a letter 
from my mother a fortnight ago; did 
not I ſhew it you? wherein ſhe preſſes. 
us much to come to her: 1 anſwered 
her a few days ago, aſſuring her, that we 
would have waited upon my father and 
her, with the utmoſt pleaſure, but that 
you was with child, and that not being 


very well, I did not think it ſafe for you 


to take a journey in your preſent con- 


dition; I added, that George was very 


| ll; and that I could not think of leav- 


ing you in ſuch a ſituation.. « You 
are eee my Dear, ( replied), . 
E 2 Ho- 
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How namercifully. yo c x load i ne with | 


your: faults: 1 begin to apprehend that 
I chall fink under the weight of them; 
chry lrave already, I fear entirely robbed 
me oſ the eſteem. of your parents, and 
will, in che end, indubitably fink me in 
that of the reſt of my friends and ac- 
-quaintance ; and when all the world 
"farſakes.me, will you, George, (ſaid I, 

- parhericaly] continue to love me! You 
-Ought, I think, ſince it is to ſcreen you, 


_ that Þ thus bear a character ſo foreign, 
in every reſpect, to my own,” „ Will 


iT love you! che anſwered with * 
city, catching me in his arms) yes, I 
x F ever muſt love you: you are the 


ts what thoſe old people think, > 
they do but die, and leave us their 
money; I wonder, my Dear, you can 
maße them of fo much importance, as 
td care a fartking what their opinion of 


ou i I fad, That I thought ir 


5 my 


of my idolatry; but what fig- 


2 ů —— — — . 
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5 harpſichord, and began playing of a jig} 


+ this thoughtalarmed both my love and 
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TI 


any, duty to reſpect his parents, and that 
the meriting their eſteem and approba- 
tion of my 14175 5 had been one of the 


moſt ardent wiſhes of my heart; and 1 


mult confefs, chat I relinquiſbed theſe 
my pretenſions to their friendſhip, with 
the moſt inexpteſſible relu@iney, and 


regret." © 


My Dear, (he replied) v 


don” t know the old folks; therefore, it 
is in vain to combat your prejudices” 


fo ſaying, he ſat himſelf demm 10 che 


A few days after this, my eldeſt hro- 


ther came from Oxford, to ſpend a 
1 month with us. Mr, Willems; under 


the pretext that I had ne- got ſome 
body to bear the company, was perpe- 
tually from home. I perceived it with 
. the moſt {enſible grief, and kad forme 
_ ſuſpicions - that Miſs Beauford was the 
thief, who, had ſtole him frem''me; 


vanity. e _ did my 23) 00 
> 2 to 


| 
| 
| 
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to ſuhdue the latter, as well as to ma- 


derate the exceſs of the former: 1 there- 
fore determined to make no enquiries 


into the courſe of his peregrinations, leſt 


by ſo daing, 1 ſhould engreaſe my ſuſ- 
Picions; and, in the mean time, I re- 
ſolved to hope the beſt. In this ſtate of 


mind, I, one evening, propoſed to my 


brother, a a little ride out in the chariot, 
which, as it was very fine weather, he 
readily accepted. As I was getting 
into the catriage, the footmanaſked me, 
Where I would pleaſe to go to?” I 
told him, That the coachman might 

us Where he would, ſo he choſe 


a pleaſant ride forus; adding, that when 


we came to an even and ſhady ſpot of 
ground, I would pull the ſtring, and 
get out and walk a little ;*? fo away we 
went; but whereto, I knew not, till, 
coming into a wood, I perceived a very 
neat ſmall thatched cottage. I admired 


both the houſe, * its _Gicyation; ſo 


2 


3 
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mane Tring, I got tout of the ch 


GARE fo Mey a nearer view of 
his pretty rural Habirati6h; T walked 
Howiy on, leaning upon thy brother's 
arm, and Wer l on the charms Gf 


ä induſtry rewarded 55 content, and re- 


tirement; when all of a ſudden, I faw 
two people turn ſhort, out of a bart 


lane, and with their backs to us, enter 


the cottage I was then taking a ſurvey 
of. I thought I knew them to be my 
huſband and Miſs Beauford; when my 
brother exclaimed, Look, ſiſter, there 
is Mr. Williams, and the young Lady 


who ſo often comes to your houſe! let 
us go and ſurprize them; they wonit 
think of meeting with us here. I re- 


collected myſelf from the reverie this 
incident had thrown me into, enough 
to anſwer him, No, my Dear, it is not 
them; you have forgot that Mr. 
Williams, went this morning to London 
about buſineſs. ” He made me no re. 
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birt ainly ſaw, he was convinced 

2 his" (end were right. chen 
fiirhed back again, and” ther the cha- 
riot; which, as foon as N was ſcuted Tits 
I ordered them to drive to Sir Mihiam 
Beaiford's: "Her Tadyſhip received 
me with her uſual apologies for being 
ini ſuch a deſhabille. I aſked, Hor 
Miſs Beauford did?” not feeing her 
Mth her mother. “She is gone to 
London, replied my Lady, to ſpend the 
day -with'her aunt; and (he will be 
valtly ſorry, 'T am ſure, not to have 
been at home, when you honoured us 
with 4 call. I ſaid, That 1 ſhould 
certainly have been very glad to have 
ſeen her, but that I had been out on an 
airing, and only juſt ſtopped at her 
Ladyſhip s door, to aſk how they all 
did, for that I could not ſtay a ma- 
ment. 80 faying, I took my leave, 
perfeſtly confirmed in my ſuſpicions, 
.n my. Huſband 4 Miſs Beauford 


were 
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were the identical perſons I had ſeen ga 
into the farm-houſe together, My bro- 

ther, and Lthenreturned home: He Was 
thoughtful, and ſo was I; but endea- 


voured to hide my u ncaſines from, him 


as, much as poſſible; and ſaid to him, 


with careleſsneſs,. . Charles, my Dear, 


doꝶt tell your brother Williams that you 
thought you ſaw him in our walk, this 
afternoon, becauſe I was ſure i it was not 
him. le replied, I will not men: 
tion it, I aſſure you, ſiſter; nor had I 
any intention of ſo doing. Between 
nine and ten my Jibertine came home, 
lively, good-humoured, and agreeable, 
as-uſual : He aſked my brother and d. 
What we had been doing all days 
which we told him; and, in return, he 
gave us an account how he had ſpent 
his time, in running after people he 
could not meet with; and ended with 
complaining of the ſtink and duſt of 

Lowes, where, however, I was well 


COn- 
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I perhaps inereaſe it; a8 
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Ad never” [90 2 IE "S148 
er at yr 
1 100 muſt remember, | my dear Ad 
14426; "the wife reſolution 1 had taken, 5 
ccaſing to love my huſband, upon, the 
ſcene which had paſſed at the ſpungin g- | 
houſe: I muſt therefore beg g you to re- 
matk, that I had never once attempted 
to put this ſtoical maxim into practice, 
from that time to this I am now ſpeak- 
mg of, when the ſame idea preſented 
irſelf to f my imagination, as ſpringing 


from the ſame cauſe, with ſome aggra- 


vations, however, in the circumſtances. 
Floved my huſband with the utmoſt 
tenderneſs, and could 'not bear the 
loſs of his affection. My heart Was 
torn by choſe two cruel fiends, Grief and 
Jealouſy; however, I cautiouſſy con- 
cealed them in my own breaſt, being 
perfectly perſuaded, that all remonſtran- 
ces on my part would never ſtem the 
torrent of unruly paſſion in him, but, 


dif- 
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difficulties beingthrownin the way, have 
prolonged many an attachment, which 
would, inevitably have died of ſatiety, 
had it been left to uninterrupted, enjoy = 
ment. 1 ound, upon an examination 
of myſelf, that I could ſubmit to par- 
take the perſon of my huſband with 
Miſs. Beauford, but not his heart: My 
fear of loſing that made me exaggerate 
ber merit, whillt it depreciated my own, 
and drove me almoſt into a ſtate of deſ-, 
pair. I did not remain Jong, however, 
in this cruel ſituation, before the diſ⸗ 
eaſe itſelf produced a remedy ; for the 
firſt time my rival came to ſee me (after. 
1 was confirmed in my conjectures of 
the irregularity of her conduct) ſhe did, 
not appear to me half ſo formidable as 
my diſordered imagination had painted. 
her: She was ſunk in my eſteem, and 
therefore leſſened in my eyes. I felt 
that ſuperiority which virtue ever has 


over vice, and 1 1 down upon my 
huſband, 


termined to ſhorten it, by giving them 
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huſband, and her, with pity, not / un- 
mixed , with Sonν,jHpt: The aukward 
mannet in which they endenvoured co 
hide their intimacy, by wearing: an ex · 
terior of affected reſerve, made them 
appear riditulous to me; the many 
ſoft looks Which I. perceived her ſteal 
At him;” und the air of inſolent negli- 
gence with which his replied, gave caſe 

2 my heart, fince T judged from thence 
of the nature of his connettion with her, 
and conſtquenitly foreſaw, that it wötild 
not be of à long duration. I was de- 


eve opportunity they could wiſh for 
of being together; and my plan had 
the deſitect ſucceſs. For ſomè time be- 
5 we returned to town for the win- 
ter, my hufband was almoſt always ar 
dome, nor did Miſs Beumtord ever come 
0 our houſe unacebmpanied by her 
mother or fiſter; and then Mr. Millimms 
e domerived o be out of the way, 
A tew 
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A few days before I left the country, 
Lady Beauford and her two (daughters 
came to take leave of me, as they did 
not intend being in Londun that winter: 
+ was ſurpried at the alteration I per. 
ceived in the eldeſt girl; ſhe was pale 
and thin, and wore an air of, melancholy 
and dejection on her countenance, which 
too plainly indicated the diſorder of her 
mind. I could not help obſerving to 
her, that I thought ſhe looked. ill; the 
faid, „ She apprehended that the was 
in a confirmed conſumption, and that 
ſhe was very willing to die hen it 
pleaſed God. Her mother and - ſiſter 
ſcemed much concerned at her indiſpo- 
ſition: I adviſed them to carry her to 
the South of France; which my Lady 
ſaid ſhe intended doing early in the 
ſpring. Whilſt I ſurveyed the wreck 


+ before me of a fine girl in the bloom 
of youth, I was ſoftened to compaſſion, 
n. that moment I forgot my 

ad 
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| 
bell made me ſuffer, and ir my heart bled 
| for her; "She read my ſentiments in my | 


eyes, When catching one of my hands, 
and preſſing it affectionately to her. 
breaſt, ſhe ſaid, in a ſoft voice, whilſt 
the tear dropped from her eye, You. 
are too good, too amiable, my dear 
Mrs. Vi Nliams ! thus to feel for me, 
and to pity me.” 
When they were gone, I obſerved to 
B Mr. Williams how dreadfully Miſs Beau- 
3 ford” looked; and added, A. how ex- 
| tremely ſorry I was to fee her ſo ill.“ 
le replied, She is a fooliſh girl; 
and as there are ſo many of that ſort in 
the world, ſhewill not be miſſed 9 N 
the croud, if ſhe ſhould die.” I was 
hurt at this anſwer, as it indicated an 
obduracy and inhumanity which ſhocked 4 
me; and I ſaid with ſome quickneſs, 
« Fye, my Dear, if I, did not believe 
that your tongue now injures the ſen- 


| timents A your heart, I ſhould judge © 
* vou 
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| you, totally diveſted of, 15 ſenſibility, 
and conſequently ſhould, h lave a FEE: 


bad opinion e of you but I added, I am am 
perſuaded vou do not think as you. 
ſpeak,” To this reprimand. he, made 
no teply, but changed the diſcourſe, 4 
In a few days we went to London. 
My poor child continued droopin 


every day. a ſlow fever conſumed Fan. 3 


little frame, and in leſs than a fort- 
night after our arrival in town, he died. 
on my lap, in a convulſion fit I was 
now ſix months gone with child, when 
the ſhock of loſing my little George 
flung me into labour. I was brought 
to bed of a girl, who lived only a few 
hours, and it was apprehended, by all. 
thoſe who attended me, that I ſhould, | 
not long ſurvive her: But it pleaſed... 
Proyidence to reſerve me for, greater, 


misfortunes than ay I had yet experi- 


enced, in order, I preſume, to teach 
my heart the fallacy and danger of all 
1 230, e l 40 n 
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earthly attachments, and to place my 
affections, and hopes, on him who' 
cannot deceive. - 
During my illneſs, which Hr ane, | 
F frequently aſked if my father or mo- 
ther-in-law had ſent to · enquire after 
me, and was always anſwered in the 
ative; I was ſurprized at it, and 
enquired of Mr. Williams, if he could 
gueſs at the reaſon of this their appa- 
rent negle&t of me. He told me, 
«That, on their arrival in town, they 
had wrote him a line, requeſting to ſee 
him, declaring, at the ſame time, that 
they would never fee me more.” He 
faid, © He had waited upon them, con- 
_ eluding that I did not care a farthing 
whether they were angry or pleaſed at 
me,” I affured him of the contrary ; 
but he only laughed, and faid, He 


| Knew IJ had a better taſte than to like 


ſuch company; and, as to the reſt, it 
Was all anſwered, by his keeping on 
; : good 
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good terms with them; that ons of us, 


he obſerved, muſt be in the wrong, 
and, therefore, it was ſafeſt for me to 
be the perſon, as their thinking him ® 
be fo, might be of fatal conſequence to 
us both. » I was obliged to-ſubmit, to 
what I could not remedy; it gave me, 
however, infinite concern, to be the ob- 
ject of deteſtation to his patents. 

1 have already remarked, that my 
huſband's income depended upon the 
will of his father, who had only promif- * 
ed the continuance of it, as long as he 
| ſhould behave well, and be thought . 
deſerving of it; and this was the rea- 


ſon why I could never exculpate my- 
ſelf of the many heavy and unjuſt char- 


0 ges laid againſt me, for fear, leſt by re- 
gaining their good opinion, might loſe 
my bread, and, what was ten thouſand 
times worſe, Loud have 1 os i 
huſband of his. ; 

Dan a V8 
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One day, as I was fitting alone in 
my dreſſing · room, ruminating on the 
ſeverity of my fate, a ſervant came and 
told me, That two ill Jooking men 
were below, and afked for his maſter; 
that on his telling them that he was 
not at home, they deſired to ſee me.“ 
I bid him ſhew them into the parlour, 
and fay, that I would be with them in 
a minute, My heart fluttered, I did 
not know why; however, I went im- 
mediately down ſtairs. On my enter- 
ing the room, one of the fellows ad- 
vanced towards me; Madam, ſaid 
he, I have an execution againſt Mr. 
Williams.” The air and manner of the 
man frightened me; and I anſwered, 
trembling, © An execution! pray, Sir, 
what is that?“ It is only a power 
to ſeize Four goods and furniture, he 
replied, for the uſe of the creditor, un- 
leſs you find out ſome other means of 
ſatisfying him.“ And who is the 
credi- 


7 
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creditor ?” I demanded. © He is a 
man who keeps a livery-ſtable,” replied 
the fellow. * Do you know what is 
che ſum for which you have this exe- 

cution?” faid I. © It is ſomething a- 

bovetwo hundred pounds,” he replied. 
I then aſked, What was to be done??? 

He ſaid, Nothing, Madam; only 

that we muſt live in this houſe till the 

money is paid; that is all.“ | 
I leave you, Adelaide, to judge what 
-- muſt have been my ſituation of mind, at 
this period of time. Ihad no more Bank 
bills to extricate my huſband with, nor 
any friend, to whom J could apply for 
relief in this emergency. I therefore 
deſired the men to fit down in the par- 
lour, and ordered the ſervant to tell his 
_ \ maſter, when he eame home, that I de- 
fired to ſpeak to him, in my dreſſing- 
room, about particular buſineſs, and 
not to mention to him the fellows be- 
ing in the houſe. Theſe orders given, 
| F 2 J re- 
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I retired into my own apartment, in a 
pertubation of mind which would be 
difficult to deſcribe. 


In leſs than half an hour, Mr. Nil- 
Hams entered my room; and, being ig- 
norant of what had paſſed, appeared 
with his natural eafe and chearfulneſs: 
He ſtarted, however, and ſeemed ſur- 
prized and concerned, on perceivingthe 
viſible marks of uneaſineſs, which were 
painted in my face; and, with a tender 
eagerneſs, he aſked me the cauſe of it. 
I replied, by aſking him, „If he had 
not ſome debts, which he was appre- 
kenfive might bring him into difficul- 
ties, if not immediately diſcharged ?” 
He anſwered, ©«* Yes, he had debts, as 
who was without? but none that were 
not eaſily paid.” I then told him, 
« That, as that was the caſe, I begged 
he would go into the parlour, and diſ- 
charge two men, who had taken poſſeſ- 


Fon of the houſe, on the ſuit of a fel- 


low 
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low who keeps a livery-ſtable, for the 
ſum of two hundred pounds, and up- 
wards.” He ſtared at me, and ſeemed 
diſconcerted a good deal at thispiece of 
intelligence; but recovering himſelf in- 
ſtantly, he ſaid, © The fellow is a raſ- 
cal: it is not a week ago, ſince he pro- 
miſed not to trouble me for the mo- 
ney ;” then, walking backwards and 
for wards in the room, he ſtruck his hand 
upon his forehead, and ſtamping with 
one foot, he exclaimed, This is 
d—mn'd unlucky, forT have not a far- 
thing in my pocket, nor ſhall have, till 
my father pays me a quarter, which 1s 
not due this month yet. That old vil- 
lain will be the ruin of me, from his 
diabolical attachment to his money; 
there will be no ſuch thing as getting a 
farthing out of him, I know, he is ſo 
curſedly covetous. To this ſoliloquy I 
made no anſwer; when, turning to me, 
he ſaid, The ſcoundrels did not 

F 3 _ frighten 
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frighten you, my Dear, I hope.” I re- 
plied, · Not much; but that I begged 
he would find a means of making them 
quit the houſe as ſoon as poſſible.” 
„Ol yes, yes, that I will do, he an- 
ſwered, with an embarraſſed air; but 
we will dine firſt, if you pleaſe, for I 
am hungry; and, aprop:s, whilſt the 
footman lays the cloth, Iwill go and talk 
to them a little.“ So ſaying, he went 
out of the room. 
I could not help lamenting, upon 
this occaſion, the fatal conſequences 
which flow from a modern education; 
in which economy, and a ſtrict ſenſe 
of probity, in paying the induſtrious 
tradeſmen, are looked upon as Plebeian 
virtues, unbecoming a Gentleman to 
put in practice. From this amazingly 
abſurd, and dangerous prejudice, pro- 
ceeded all the inextricable difficulties, 
into which my huſband precipitated 
himſelfand me; and, in theend, drove 
him to that laſt, and dreadful reſource, 
ES, | the 
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the gaming table, in hopes, there, of 
procuring the means to ſupport his ex- 
travagancy. But to my ſtory. 
Mr. Williams returned to me, with a 
ſerene countenance, ſaying, That he 
had wrote to his father, requeſting him 
to advance the next quarter, upon his 
receipt; for, (added he) I know the old 
hunks will lend me the money on no 
other condition.” I remarked, that in 
that caſe it would be neceſlary for us 
to leſſen our expences, for half a year 
at leaſt, in order to repair the breach 
which this affair had made in our in- 
come. Indeed, my Dear, I ſaid, I 
will do every thing on my part for this 
purpoſe, as I find myſelf utterly inca- 
pable of ſuſtaining repeated ſhocks f 
this nature; for, believe me, I would 
rather want the neceſſaries of life, than 
injure any one, or lay myſelf open to 
the (inſults of ſuch wretches as theſe 


myrmidons of the law are,” I en- 
F 4 treated 
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treated him to pity my ſenſibility, and 
carefully to avoid, for the future, the 
involving me in difficulties, which my 

ill ſtate of health, and extreme ten- 
derneſs for him, rendered me unable to 

ſupport.” He kindly promiſed, that 
this ſhould be the laſt affair of the kind 


I I ſhould ever meet with. After dinner, 


he was called out of the room, when he 
received the money from his father, on 
which the debt was paid, and the men 
ſent away. 

During the courſe of this winter, I 
obſerved that many odd looking people 
came frequently to enquire for Mr. 


8 Williams, and ſometimes, when he was 


at home, he would chide the ſervant for 
ſaying he was ſo. Theſe circumſtances 
_ alarmed me; I feared thoſe people came 
for the payment of their reſpective bills, 
and J one day ventured to aſk him, if 

I conjectured right? He made me an 

| evalive anſwer, which confirmed my 
ſuſpi- 
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ſuſpicions. He now began to loſe his 

uſual gaiety; he grew tenacious and 

moroſe; home diſpleaſed him; he could 
not bear it, unleſs with company; he 
ſeemed to ſnun my eyes, and carefully 
avoided being alone with me, as much 
as was poſſible; he uſed to come home 
long after I was in bed, and, conſe- 
_ quent'y, he role long after I was up in 
the morning. When I tenderly en- 
quired into the cauſe of his ill-humour, 
and ſeeming diſcontent, adding my 
apprehenſion, leſt I ſhould have been fo 
- unfortunate, as, through inadvertency, 
' to have given him offence: He would 
anſwer, peeviſhly,**Pray, Madam, don't 
teaze me. Cannot a man be grave, but 
he muſt be out of humour?” Thus ſi- 
lenced, I had no conſolation left on 
earth, but the company of my dear 
Sophie; ſhe uſed frequently to come and 
ſpend the day with me; and, no doubt, 
ſhe obſerved that my huſband was never 

| at 
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at home, though ſhe never enquired 
after him, farther than by 5 — how 
he did: T his reſerve proceeded, I ima- 
gined, from my never having commy- 
nicated to her any part of thoſe griefs 
which inwardly corroded and preyed 
upon my breaſt; I knew ſhe could ad- 
miniſter no relief to my diſeaſe, why 
then wound her gentle boſom with the 
recital of my afflictions? Beſides, there 
was another conſideration which tied 
my tongue; this was, the dread that my 
relations ſhould become acquaintedwith 
the whole of Mr, Williams's ill conduct. 
I was conſcious that I had no body to 
blame but myſelf, for all my preſent 
misfortunes; I therefore determined to 
bear them in ſilence, with fortitude, and 
reſignation; the world attributed my 
dejection of ſpirits, and love of retire- 
ment, to the ill ſtate of my health, 
which- had never been perfectly re- 
ſta- 
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eſtabliſhed ſince my laſt lying- in, and 
the loſs of my little boy. 1 
I now very rarely ſaw my father; he 
never came to ſee me; and when Iwent 
to viſit him, he received me ſo coldly, 
as almoſt broke my heart. He con- 
demned my conduct, with regard to my 
huſband's parents; who were never 
tired of pabliſhing, how ill 1 behaved, 
in not going to ſeethemin the country; 
adding, that I even would not let their 
ſon ſer them, but when it was not in 
my power to hinder him. This, joined 
to the many inſtances they gave of my 
extravagancy, made my father have a 
very bad opinion of my diſcretion, and, 
no doubt, alarmed his fears, of my being 
returned again upon his hands, I had, 
as J have already ſaid, no anſwer to 
make to theſe unjuſt accuſations laid to 
my charge, unleſs I openly quarreled 
with my huſband; ſo, by my ſilence, I 
tacitly acknowledged myſclf guilty , 
$16 and, 
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and, I believe, almoſt every body 
thought me ſo. Thus, ere by 

any thing but ſelf-approbation, and 

conſcious innocence, Iſtruggled at once 

againſt diſappointed love, rebated ten- 


derneſs, neglected friendſhip, with all 
their train of woes, not to mention a 


broken fortune, and the want of health. 


The ſummer now advanced, and [I 
hoped to find more eaſe in retirement, 
than I could do in the noiſe and buſtle 
of London, where Mr. Williams conti- 
nually crowded his houſe with people, 
to whom I was obliged to be civil, 


though they were, juſtly, the objects of 


my deteſtation ; as to their ſociety I 
chiefly owed the irregular © conduct of 
my huſband. 


Before I left town, went to take 


leave of my uncleBoldby; (my aunt was 


gone to Scarborough ;) he received me 
with a look expreſſive of uncommon 
| tender- 
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tenderneſs, which I fag cy I owed to his 
compaſſion, on looking atmy emaciated 
figure; for, in truth, grief had almoſt 
worn me to the bone. Finding him 
thus ſoftened, by pity, towards me, I 
took that opportunity of expreſſing the 
ardent deſire I had, of taking my ſiſter 
with me into the country, there to ſpend 
the ſummer; but, at the ſame time, I 
told him, That I durſt not aſk ſuch a | 
favour of my father; and, therefore, ven- 
tured to beg, that he would be ſo kind as 
to obtain it for me.” He very obligingly 
replied, That he would uſe his beſt en- 
deavours for that purpoſe;” adding, 1 
don't think your father will be ſo cruel, 
my Dear, as to refuſe your requeſt; eſpe- 
cially when I cell him, that you look 
as if you had already one foot in the 
grave.“ Here the good Gentleman put 
his handkerchief to his eyes, in order to 
hide the falling tear; mine flowed plen- 
tifully, in gratitude for his ſenſibility. 

We 


£ 
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We parted; and, two days after, Sophie 


wrote me word, that my uncle had pre- 
vailed, and that ſhe was ready to ac- 


company me to ——, whenever I 
pleaſed. 


The next week Mr. Williams went to 
Newmarket, and from thence he was to 


go elſewhere. Sophie and I went into 
the country the day he ſet out, where 
we ſpent moſt part of the ſummer alone. 
On Mr. Williams's return home, he 
behaved extremely politely to me, but 
without the ſmalleſt ſpark of affection. 
Let any one, who truly loves, place 
themſelves, in idea, in the predicament 
I now was, and then let them tell me, 
If there is a torture on earth equal to 


deſpiſed love. My huſband was very 


ſeldom at home, though he had loſt his 
fair neighbour, Miſs Beauford, who was 
gone, with all the family, into the South 
of France. Sophie and I ſpent the ſum- 
mer between our books and our work; 
ſome- 
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ſometimes we took a walk, but not 
often, as I had hardly ſtrength to ſtand 
upon my legs. Thus my time would 
Have paſt tolerably, had I nor cheriſhed 
a vultur in my breaſt, worſe than che 
Prometbeax one, which inceffantly gnaw- 
ed my heart, and baniſhed peace from 
thence. 

The 'winter now approached, and 
on our uſual time of going to town, 
I aſked Mr. Williams, When he in- 
tended that we ſhould ſet out for that 
place?“ He anſwered, Are you in a 
hurry, my Dear, to goto London? I 
thought you preferred the country.” I 
told him, Sol did, and that 1 had only 
aſxked the queſtion in order to prepare for 
our removal, and not from any deſire I 
had to return to town.“ Well,, then, 
(ſays he, with a good- natured ſmile) Iwill 
indulge you with ſix weeks more of the 
country, and I wiſh (continued he, 
in a tenderer accent, ) that I could pro- 
i Cure 
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eure tomy Charlotte every wiſh of her 
heart, as eaſily as I can do this, and 
then ſhe ſhould be withour a want.” I 
looked at him attentively as he ſpoke; 
his air was affectionate; both his words, 
and the manner in which he uttered 

them, penetrated my heart with ſur- 
prize and tenderneſs. The tranſition 
was too ſudden for reflection, I the refore 
gave way to ſenſation, and, burſting 
into a flood of tears, 1 exclaimed; 
Cruel man! why do you thus ſport 
with my broken heart?” He took me 
in his arms, and preſſing me to his 
boſom; "wiped off my tears, ſaying, 
«© Compoſe yourſelf, my deareſt Char- 
latte; believe me your too great ſenſi- 
bility is the ruin of your conſtitution.” 
Thus a kind word and look from my 
huſband, levelled to the ground, in one 
moment, all the fortifications I had 
been railing, by the help of philoſophy, 


fora yearor more, between him and my 
affections. 
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affections. I had vainly flattered my- 
ſelf, that the evident indifference he had 
ſhewn for my perſon, together with his 
total neglect of concealing any part of 
its effects from me, had, in ſome mea- 
ſure, abated the ardour of my paſſion 


for him: Alas, how had I deceived * 


myſelf! lnow found the full cogviction 
of my own weakneſs, in experiencing 
the extent of his power. His behaviour 
was notonly attentive, but kind, during 
the ſix weeks deſtined for our tefidence 
in the country; when that time bein 
expired within a day or two, — 
walking alone in the garden, he preſſed 
my hand gently, and looking at me 
with eyes full of grief, ſhame, and 
contrition, be ſaid, My lovely girl, 
T have been much to blame in my con- 
duct through life, and eſpecially with 
regard to you you deſerved. Charlotir, 
a tnuch better huſband than I have 
been to you; younre, indeed; the beſtof 
Vol, II. G women, 


or elſe I ſhall run 
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women, and I fear I am the worſt of 
men: You do not know half my faults, 
(continued hez) but if you really ſtill 
love me, as I flatter myſelf you do, 
you vi Il accept of my repetitance,and, 
from an exceſs of goodneſs, perhaps, 
pardon the paſt errors of my he. 
Know, then, (continued he) that you 
have no longer a houſe in Landon to 
which you can poſſibly go; I loſt my 
money at Newmarket, and was obliged 
to ſell the furniture of it to pay my 
debts of honout, (they, you know, admit 
of no delay:) This is not all, for I am ſo 
much involved, that I muſt ſhortly quit 
this houſe too, and go over to France, 
Tncgue of waiting 
for my father's death in a goal.“ Here 
he pauſed and looked ſtedfaſtly at me 
I was filent for ſome moments; aſtoniſh- 
ment had ſtruck me dumb; but recol- 
lecting myſelf as well as I could, I told 
* : That as [ had centered all my 


bopes 
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hopes of earthly happineſs in the 
poſſcſſion of nis love and friendſhip, 
[whilſt.-L preſerved. them, my, felicity 
was out of fortune's reach. That as to 
my leaving my native country, all 
places muſt be rendered agreeable tome 
ſo he was but the companion of my 

travels. I added, with a ſigh, that as 
I brought him no fortune, I had no 

right to direct him in the diſpoſal of his; 
Jaſſured him, that he ſhould always 
fin me the che arful companion of his 
misfortunes, and that I only regretted 
being the innocent cauſe of his preſent 
difficulties, as he might, probably, have 
marrieda woman, whole fortune would 
have ſecured him an income indepen- 
dent of his father, and, perhaps, have 
proved adequate to his wants.” Here 
he interrupted me, by flinging his arms 
about my neck, and, preſſing me with 

ardor to his boſom, he called me his 
noble girl, his generous friend, &c. 
B. -'; N 
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In ſhort, from this time, his whole be- 
haviour was ſo ſober, tender, and af- 
fectionate, that I was frequently tempted 
to rejoice at our ruin, which had given 
birth to ſuch an alteration in his ſcnti- 
ments, as well as conduct. 

In conſequence of the information Mr. 
Williams had given me of the deplorable 
ſtate of his finances, he, in a ſhort time, 
brought down a man with him from 
London, who appraiſed all the furniture, 
plate, linen, &c. which was in the houſe, 
and I fancy they were then ſold to him 
at his own eſtimation of them; this was 
done, I preſume, to ſecure the money 
from his creditors, who might other- 
wiſe have ſeized upon them as part of 
payment. I was now very buſy in 
packing up, and ſending to a friend's 
houſe, my own and huſband's cloaths, 


as we were very ſoon to ſer out for 
Trance,) when one evening, of a day. 


n kr. Williams had gone to town in 
| the 
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the morning, Sophie and I were ſitting 
over the fire, conjecturing various 
cauſes ſor his making it, ſo late 
before he returned home. However, 
as the night advanced, I grew exceſſivelix 
uneaſy at not ſeeing him. My ſiſter 
was endeavouring, by every argument 
her imagination could invent, to calm 
my fears, when we heard ſomebody, 
ring at the great gate; I ſtarted from my 
chair, and cried out,** There he is, at 
laſt!” and out I flew into the court- 
yard to meet him; but judge of my ſur- 
priſe, when, inſtead of my buſband, I 
{aw Mr. Sh get out of his chariot. 
I mult here defire you to remark, that 
this good man was infinitely diſliked by 
Mr. Williams, Which, as he took no 
pains. to conceal his ſcotimgents, Mr. 
Smiih was ng ſtranger to, for which rea- 
ſon he very ſeldom came to our houſe, 
and when he did, it was always at an 
hour when he apprehenged he ſhould 
W353 - find 
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find me alone, as he frequeptiy de- 
clared, that his viſits were intended 
alone to me, for whom he profeſſtd to 
have a ſincere regard; judge then of 
my ſurprize, to ſee him at that time of 
night. I immediately concluded, that 
ſome misfortune had befallen my kuf- 
band; I therefo e exclaimed, in a voice 
of terror, « Good God, Sir, what could 
have brought you to ——, at eleven 
o'clock at "night | Tell me the truth! 
Is my huſband dead! Don't ſpare me! 
I am inured to misfortunes, but ſuſ- 
pence is worſe than death.” Here Mr. 
Smith took hold of me, and ſupporting 
my tottering frame, with the help of 
Sophie, conducted me into the parlour, 
where he ſeated me and himſelf, and ſaid, 
No, my dear good Lady, your huf- 
band is not dead; he is very ſafe arid 
well,but notatliberty to wait upon you 
to night; don't frighten yourſclf, he is 
in a good room, and has a warm bed 
to 
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to lay on, which is really, I think, more 
than he deſerves; in ſhort, the cale is 
this: He was arreſted by his taylor 
this morning, who had, I find, got ſome 
information of his intending to go a- 
broad; not content with this, the fel- 
low has taken ſome pains to inform his 
other creditors of his ſuſpicions, in con - 
ſequence of which, there are twenty 
other writs come out againſt him, and 
may, by to morrow, be forty more, for 
any thing I know to the contrary. The 
young Gentleman, finding himſelf thus 
iavolved, without any meansof redemp- 
tion, ſent for me, begging me to go to 
his father, and ſee what 1 could do for 
him: I did fo, but found old Mr. Wil- 
Laws very little inclined to releaſe his 
ſon ; he recapitulated all his former 
faults, and then flew out into a-rage of 
| inveRives againſt you, Madam; nay, he 
did not hefitate to accuſe you, as being 
the author of all your huſband's extra- 

| G4  vagancies, 
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vagancies and:{wore-he would never 
do any thiog more for him, till he part- 
ed wich that woman, as be called you, 
ſaying it was to no purpoſe, for that 
the King's tevenue would not keep him 
out of debt, whilſt you hved with him. 
I tried to juſtify you, Madam, by facts 
from my own knowledge, but l found 
his prejudices much ſtronger than my 
arguments; mathematical demonſtra- 
tion is no proof to a man in a paſſion: 
In ſhort, after a vaſt deal of intreaties 
on my part, and abuſe on his, he ſaid 
to me, Well, Mr. Smith, I will now 

tell you my final reſolution: Let George 
give his wife an allowance, and be ſepa- 
rate from her, and on theſe conditions 
EF will once more pay his debts. I here 
repreſented to him the injuſtice, not to 
ſay iniquity, of ſuch a propoſal: I de- 
fired him to reflect, how ſacred the ties 
of matrimony were, and ſald, that by 
being 0 poſe of as man and 
| wife, 
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wife, he would act againſt the laws of 
Chriſtianity, as well as thoſe of huma- 
nity: He interrupted me, ſaying. You 
know my terms, and you may aſſure 
yourſelf, that I ſhail never be brought 
to recede from them. Upon this we 
parted. Now, Madam, I muſt inform 
you, that the canſequence of this con- 
verſation- is, that there is a raſcal of a 
Lawyer, who is ordered to wait upon 
you to-morrow morning, with a letter 
from your huſband, in which he will 
requeſt you to feign giving your con- 
{ent to the drawing up of articles of ſe- 
paration, in order to procure his liberty, 
and, at the ſame time, to aſſure you, 
that he only means to deceive his father 
by this ſtratagem; and, as a proof of 
his ſincerity, he will, no doubt, be 
laviſh in his profeſſions of everlaſting 
love and attachment to you. 


Now, Madam, it is this circumſtance 
which brought me here at this unſea- 
ſonable 


90 The ME MOTR S of 


ſonable hour, in order to guard you 
againſt ſurprize. I am come to counſcl 
you as a father would do his child, to 
intreat, (nay, if I am to be allowed che 
exprefſion,) to inſiſt upon it, that you 
enter into noſuch agreement; if you do, 
be aſſured that it will be good in law, 
and you are ruined. Don't let the af- 
feQion you have for your huſband, get 
the better of the juſtice you owe to 
yourſelf; and ſuffer not yourſelf to be 
intimidated either by his threats or re- 
ches. I am convinced, from my 
ownobſervation, both of your diſpoſition 
and conduct, that you are the very re- 
verſe of what you have been repreſented 
to be, by ſome malicious perſon, to your 
father-in-law; and, without your telling 
me fo, I can plainly perceive that you 
have ſacrificed yourſelf, in order to ex- 
culpate your huſband, in which Iadmire 
your generoſity, but cannot commend 
your ee And now, my dear 
: young 
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young Lady, (continued Mr. Smith, 
taking hold of one of my hands,) have 
courage, theit machinations can nevet 
hurt you; if you will only reſolye to 
be a friend to yourlelt, all examination 
of, ot enquiries into, your conduct, can 
only redound to your honour, and con- 
ſequently expoſe-themſelves; your huſ- 
band knows this, and therefore will 
never attempt to procure a ſeparation. 
- againſt your will; you have, therefore, 
the power in your own hand. Reſt 
aſſured, that if his father finds there is 
no poſſibility of bringing you into a 
compliance with his terms, he will 
give him his liberty upon your own.“ 

During this long diſeourſe, I had had 
time to recover from the ſurprize into 
which Mr. Smitb's arrival had thrown 
me; but then the ſubjects of his con- 
verſation had kept my ſpirits in a con- 
tinual agitation. I, however, aſſumed 
emen 3 to thank my, generous 

friend, 
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friend,. for bis truly paternal care of 
me. I tried, by every expreſſion I was 
miſtreſs of, to prove the ſenſe I had of 
Bis goodncſs ; but, alas! bow inade- 
quate was all I ſaid, to the vivacity of 
thoſe ſentiments of gratitude which 
glowed in my heart towards my friend 
and protector! I told Mr. Smith, 
That I was certain, nothing but the 
being drove to the greateſt diſtreſs, 
could have induced my huſband to give 
his conſent to part with me, though it 
was in appearance only; adding, that 
I hoped he did not think ſo ill of Mr. 
Williams, as to ſuppoſe him capable of 
laying a ſpare for me, in order to de- 
ceive me.“ He anſwered, « Your o- 
pinion, and mine, Madam, of Mr, 
Williams, are very different, therefore 1 
beg to be excuſed, if I decline anſwer- 
ing the queſtion; it is ſufficient that 


you don't put it in his power to deceive 
you, and is a} that is neceſſary at pre- 
ſent.” 
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fent.” Mr. Smith then obſerved, that 


it was late, and begged leave to retire 
to his chamber, ſaying, Good night, 
my dear young lady; you ate like to 
have a troubleſome gueſt of me; for I 
ſhall not leave this houſe, till I ſee you 
extricated out of your preſent diſficul- 
ties.“ I was fo ſtruck at the benevo- 
lence of this good man, that I could 
only ſay, in broken accents, Gd 
night, and may the Almighty ever 
bleſs you, for your goodneis to me 
Sophie, who had been drowned in 
rears during the whole time of Mr. 
Smith's diſeourſe, now came to me, and, 
throwing her arms round my neck, 
ſobbed out, O! my dear, deareſt fi- 
ter, how my heart bleeds for you! 
Why can't I bear your ſorrows?“ F 
kindly thanked her for her ſenſibilityof 
my misfortunes, but beggeꝗ her not to 
enervate me, by her immodetate grief; 
aſſuring her, at the ſame time, that I 
| Was 
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was doubly wounded, by being the ſub- 
ject of her affliction. Irhen begged 
her to compoſe herſelf; obſerving, 
That I hoped all would; end well; 
and that, ſhould it happen otherwiſr, 1 

teuilec that I ſhould reſign myſelf to 
the diſpenſations of Providente, who 
knew my ſtrength much bitter than 
did, and who was too merciful to ſuf- 
fer the burthen to be too heavy for the 
back. I obſerved, That grict; was 
leſſened, by being ſubmitted to with 
patience and humility, whilſt all the 
oppoſition brought, too frequently, by 


ſelf. will, againſt inevitable mis fortune, 


only ſerved to increaſe the torment, 

and, conſequently, to tear the conſtitu- 
tion to pieces, whilſt it rendered us ri- 
diculous in the eyes of our friends, and 
reprehenſible in thoſe of our Maker. 


Sophie looked at me with a counte- 
nance, in which were ſtrongly marked 


admiration and pity: Theſe two ſenti- 
ments, 
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ments, at leaſt the firſt of them, pro- 
ceeded from her being a ſtranger to 
misfortune, or its effects. I now wiſh - 
ed her, à good night, and ſhe went to 
bed. 1 flong myſel“, wich my cloaths 
on, upon mine. Hicre, my dear Ade- 
laide, I muſt defire you to ſupply. 
what I cannot deſcribe, I mean, the ſi- 
tuation of my mind, When I, was lefr 
alone, to revolve on all that had paſſed 
that evening. I now perceived, or 
thought I did fo, that I was inevitably 
ruined, whether I abeyed my huſband, 
or followed the advice of my friend; in 
comply ing with the former, I ſaw plain- 
1y that I ſhould loſe him for ever, and, 
at the ſame time, diſhonour myſelf; if, 
on the contrary, I purſued the counſg 
of the latter, I ſhould, probably, diſ- 
oblige Mr. Milliams ſo far, as to make 
him withdraw that affection far me, 
the loſs of which had already been fo 
afflicting to me, and on which I ſet a 

| | | value, 
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value, which can only be eftimated by 
thoſe who have loved like me ; then 1 
refſected, that, by refuſing to comply 
with his father's conditions, and his re- 


queſt, I might, perhaps, be the cauſe 


of his being immediately thrown into 


priſon. Torn to pieces by this cruel 


conflict, the day appeared before I had 
cloſed my eyes. I aroſe, and changed 
my linen, and then went down ſtairs, 


where I mer Mr. Smith, and my ſiſter. 
I perceived they obſerved, with con- 
cern, that J had paſſed a cruel night. 


Mr. Smith, after breakfaſt, renewed 
the converſation of the laſt evening; he 
endeavoured, by every argument which 
friendſhip and reaſon could ſuggeſt, to 


prove to me the neceſſity there was, of 


my giving a poſitive denial to every 


propoſal which could be made me, in 


regard to articles of ſeparation between 


me and Mr. Williams: He remarked, 


that as I had no marriage ſettlement, 
2 24” | they 
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they would offer no more than a bare 
maintenance, which was, in fact, all I 
could demand; and that by that means 
I ſhould renounce a nne eſtate, which 
muſt come to the ſon at the father's 
death; and that then, if he left me, with- 
out ſhewing a lawful cauſe why he did 
ſo, I had a right to claim a ſeparate 
maintenance, proportionable to his in- 
come; and not to what I brought him; 
whereas, if J accepted of one now, I 
could have no farther pretenſions or 
claim on his eſtate, let it become ever ſo 
large hereafter.” To this I anſwered, 
I hat the conſideration of money would 
never balance my choice, in the ſmalleſt 
degree, as to which party I ſhould take; 
that it was the fear of loſing my huſ- 
band, and perhaps my honour, in the 
eyes of the world, which were the two 
great motives that would induce me 
to deny my conſent to ſigning the ar- 
ticles, I aſſured Mr. S$mth, that I ſet 
Vol. II. H very 
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very little value upon what the world 
called fortune, ſince I Was convinced, 
that happineſs did not conſiſt in lux- 
ury or ſplendor; that if it was not 
ſeated in the mind, it was no where 
to be found. I faid, my wants were 
few, my deſires fewer, and that ambi- 
tion was a ſtranger tomy. breaſt.” — 
Here I was interrupted by the en- 
trance of a ſervant, who told me, that 
there was a Gentleman deſired to ſpeak 
with me... That's the Lawyer (cried 
Mr. $mith;) now, Madam, ſays he, be 
yourleli4 act with reſolution and pro- 
priety; by which means you will tri- 
umph over your enemies, and at the 
ſame time, (added he, ſtriking his bo- 
ſom, ) give peace and pleaſure to this 
heart of mine.” I made no reply, but 
haſtened into the next room, where 1 
found a pale-faced, ſimpering man, 
whole want of education appeared 
through all his bows, and affectation 
* of 
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of extreme politeneſs: He inſtantly 
preſented me with a letter from Mr, 
Williams, which was couched in the ten- 
dereſt terms, declaring, ** the violence 
he did himſelf, in propoſing an expe- 
dient to me, which ſhocked his affec- 
tion even to name: He then narrates 
all the circumſtances, which I had al- 
ready been informed of by Mr. Smith, 
and then proceeds to ſhew me the ne- 
ceſſity there is for my joining in the de- 
ceit—He tells me, nay, ſwears, that 
he will return me the articles the mo- 
ment his father has ſeen them; and 
then he purpoſes ſetting out immedi- 
ately for Calais, where he hopes I will 
follow him as quick as poſſible, there 
to meet, that we may part no more. 
He appeals to my knowledge of his 
paſſion for me, as a proof of the im- 
poſſibility there would be of his living 
without me; and ends with acculing 
himlelf of doing injuſtice to my ſenti- 

H 2 ments, 
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ments, in uſing perſuaſion, when he 
ought to be convinced, that I would not 


heſitate one moment to give him liber- 


ty, when, by ſo doing, I ſhould recall 
him to my arms, with a heart over- 
flowing with love, and gratitude.” 
This letter (as you may ſee) was 
calculated to ſeduce me; I ſaw it was, 
and therefore it failed of its intended 
effect. I fat down, after having peruſ- 
ed it, and drew ſome paper near me, 
which Jaid upon the table, (we being ia 
Mr. Milliams's ſtudy, ) and taking up a 
pen, I was going to write an anſwer, 
when the Lawyer ſaid, Madam, I 
beg your pardon, but had you not bet- 
ter ſign theſe papers before you write, 
as I am really much preſſed for time, 
and have a perſon to ſee in this neigh- 
bourhood before I leave it; and, there- 
fore, I can call for your letter, on my 
return from thence, and in the mean 


time, I will (if you pleaſe) diſpatch my 
| 0 Clerk 
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Clerk to town with theſe writings im- 
mediately; only do you ſign them, 
Madam, (here he laid them before me, 
and put a pen into my hand,) for, con- 
tinued he, poor Mr. Wilkams is very 
impatient to be at liberty, in order to 
ſee you, Madam; he laments his ab- 

ſence from you, Madam, upon my 
ſoul, as if you was his miſtreſs.“ I caſt 
a look of ſovereign contempt on the 
fellow, and anſwered, ** The affair Mr. 
Williams here propoſes to me, is of too 
much importance to be decided in a 
moment; 1 ſhall, therefore, conſult with 
my relations upon it, and then give 
my final anſwer,” Here the man al- 
moſt ſtunned me with his volubility, in 
order to prove the abſolute neceſſity 
there was of the papers being ſigned di- 
rectly; he expatiated much on the pain 
my refuſal of complying with my huf- 

band's requeſt would be to him. in- 

terrupted him, by ſaying, coldly, © Sir, 
H 3 Mr, 
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Mr. Villiams has an advocate in my 
breaſt, which pleads his cauſe with 


more eloquence than youcould do, tho 


you had the tongue of a Cicero; but 
my honour is concerned in this caſe, 
and conſequently his alſo ; therefore I 
ſhall be adviſed by my friends, before 
I aft in an affair of ſuch high import- 
ance as this is, both to himſclf and me.” 


Lis this your determination, Madam?“ 


(laid the Lawyer, with an air of diſ- 
content.) I anſwered, © Yes, Sir, it 
1$!”—+<Tf that is the caſe, (he replied, 
turning ſhort upon his heel) I have 
nothing more to do here.” I begged 
he would call again for my letter, (as 
he had himſelf propoſed doing;) but he 


ſhuffled, and ſaid, It was fit Mr. Wil- 


_ jams ſhould know my anſwer directly; 


adding, thatLmight ſend a ſervant with 
the letter to town; ſo ſaying, he took 


his leave, and I returned to Mr. Smith 


and my ſiſter, Te former, on ſeeing 
mae, 


[ 
| 
\ 
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me, ſaid, „Well, Madam, by my not 
being called upon, and your ſhort ſtay 
with the Lawyer, I venture to preſume 
that you have followed my counſel.“ 
I anſwered, © that L had; and then 
narrated to him all the converſation 
which paſſed between me and the 
Lawyer; adding, but Mr. Smizh, my 
heart heaves with ſorrow, when I think 
how I havevexed and diſappointed poor 
Mr. Williams, by my non-compliance 
with his requeſt; indeed, ſaid I, my 
worthy Mentor, I do not think I ſhall 
ever muſter up fortitude enough to re- 
ſiſt his anger, much leſs to ſuffer him to 
be dragged to priſon: No, no, Sir, 
(continued I,) I have gone to the ut- 
moſt extent of my courage; one word 
of complaint from him, will inevitably 
undo me; for, dear as he is to me, I 
had rather loſe him for ever, than for- 
feit his eſteem for one moment. I then 
n Smith to go to my huſ- 
H 4 band, 
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band, and try, if poſſible, to ſoften my 
diſobedience to his commands, by ex- 
poſing the reaſons which induced to it, 
l! begged him to inform me, what had 
been the conſequence of my refuſing to 
ſign the articles? and, in order to en- 
gage him the more readily to comply 
with this my requeſt, I promiſed him, 
upon my word of honour, not to act, 
directly, or indirectly, in the affair, till 
I ſhould ſee him again. This conven- 
tion being agreed upon on his part, the 
man ordered his chariot directly, 
and ſoon after ſet off for London, pro- 
miſing to return as ſoon as poſſible. 
I now thought it would be proper to 
anſwer my huſband's letter, which I be- 
gan, by telling him, That I could fee 
no uſe in his pretending to part with me; 
for, unleſs he did /o in reality, it would 
be an eternal ſource of contention be- 
tween him, and his father: I told him, 
that his „* had been — 22 
0 
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of moſt, (if not all,) the quarrels he 
had had with his parents; I ſaid, it was 
the faying of a great Philoſopher, 
© That deceit might ſometimes be con- 
venient, but could never be a neceſſity, 
ſince its becoming ſo, would make, 
Providence the Author of it.“ I af- 
ſured him, that I could hye with him 
ina Jail, without a murmur, or that J 
would beg, or ſtarve with him; but 
that I could never bring my hand to 
reſign him, whillt my heart told me, 
that I could not ſurvive his loſs. I then 
hinted,that he had been the cauſe of his 
parents daring to make ſuch odious 
propoſitions, by ſuffering me to be tra- 
duced in their opinions, whilſt he knew 
how far I was from meriting the humi- 
liating ſcene he had now brought upon 
me; I repreſented to him, how eaſy it 
would befor me to exculpate mylelt of 
all the crimes, laid to my charge, and 
| begged of him not to force me to do ir, 


"by 
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by inſiſting on my compliance with his 
requeſt ; L added, that if I was to be 


abandoned; I would, at leaſt, have the 
ſatisfaction of proving my innocence; 
and, by that means, I mould, perhaps, 
dra w pity even from thoſe, who now 
machinated my ruin: I ended, with aſ- 
ſurances, in all other reſpetts, of _ 
obedience to his commands.” 

Before I had diſpatched the renn 
with this letter, I received another from 
my huſband; which, as it was written 
in a ſtile of reproach, threats, and ill- 
humour, I did not think proper to an- 
ſwer, eſpecially as. Mr. Smith was not 
with me: I therefore bid the ſervant 
go immediately to town with my letter 
without taking any notice of that which 
Fhad that moment received. vil 


All that day, and the greateſt part of 
the next, 1. heard 15 from London; 
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a continual agitation, my imagination 
formed a thouſand monſters, which my 
reaſon was inſufficient to combat with. 
I really think, ſuſpence is the painful- 
leſt ſenſation of the human breaſt ; at 
leaſt, I know I have always found it 
ſo. I tried to read, but could not; my 
doubts and fears diſtracted me, and at 
that moment 1 would-have preferred 
the certainty of the greateſt misfor- 
tune which could have befallen me, in 
preference to that ſtate of incertitude 
my mind then laboured under. On the 
evening of the ſecond day, a ſpace of 
time which to me had appeared an 
eternity, Mr. Smith arrived, and, with 
a ſmiling countenance, ſaid to me, 
My good child, I give you joy; your 
huſband is at liberty! We have had a 
ſad piece of work of it (continued he) 
to bring the old man to any reaſonable 
terms, but, however, at laſt, on con- 
dition that his ſon would give him a 
| bond 
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* r the money, he agree £ pay 
| boy 10 bts which {bo eee 


hi bil Theſe have, upon 1 25 call led, 
e 10 den 210. confiderable aſſure, 
u. Upon looking oyer thele papets, 
1 1195 Hccaſi jon to remark to the fy 
Geatle: eman, that, amongſt all his ſon's, 8 5 
debts, there was not to be found one ar-, 
title of your contracting. To d which h. 
he anſwered abruptly, No, | ee there, 
is not; but if his wife ſpends all her, 
huſband” $, ready money, how ſhould he 
kind any to defray his neceſſary ex. 
pences, or to pay his trades people # 
To this 3 made no reply, Madam, 45. 
I had y [your orders hot to Juſtify you t o. 
him.” Here! interrupted the good old.' 
man by. aſking him, in a 5 78 
voice, When, I ſhould ſee Mr. Mil. 5 
liams?. fe Not to day, Madam, he fe: 7 
- plied, nor, pechaps.to-morroy,, for he, 
bas a good deal of buſineſs, upon, his, 
a Af Wa he. mut firſt execute 
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w it on 4 1 Te your hie 


(ays he) violently piqued; at the re ot | 
the Lawyer had made, of your” an wer. 
fo the | propofit he ſent you; on ſceing 
me, he began to complain of our in⸗ 


gratitude is the bittereſt terms, and 


then inveighed, with great cloquenee, | 


acainftthe perfidy ofall your ſex. When 


he ha ad pretty well vented his ſplcen, 3% 
begged to be heard in my turn; he was 
lem, when I repreſented to ble that 
you had acted entirely by my advice 3 "oF 
at which he ſeemed ſurpriſed,” I chen 
endeavoured to ſhew him,how gngene- 


roufly he had treated you, and how 
unlike a Gentleman, and a Man of 


Honour ir Was, to take advadtige of | 


your love and tenderneſs for him, in or- 


der to make you ſuhſeribe to your own. 


undoing; 
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undoing; he looked rather out of 
countenance, I thought, when I was 
going on, but a ſervant entered with 
your letter: He read it with ſome emo- 
tion, and then ſaid, I have been prodi- 
giouſly deceived in my wife's character, 
Mr. Smith; I always thought ſhe had 
more tenderneſs than fortitude in her 
diſpoſition; but now I find, that, when 
rouſed, ſhe can be both ſteady and re- 
ſolute. Here he pauſed for a moment, 
and then ſaid, Well, I don't abſolutely 
blame her for following your advice; 
and I muſt look out for ſome other 
means of extricating myſelf, that's all. 
I told him, that I was going to his 
father; he ſaid, if ſo, the Lawyer 
ſhould meet me there with your letter. 
He begged I would plead for him. I 
anſwered, that | wou'd for yop, which 
was pretty much the ſame thing, with 
this differenceonly,thatyour fufferings, 
on his confinement, were infinitely 

| greater 
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greater than his. He ſmiled, we parted, 
and I went to the old Gentleman; you 
know the reſt, Madam, only chis, that 
your huſband ſent me a card, requeſting 
me to inform you, that he would dee 
you as ſoon as it was in his power, tho 
he could not fix the time, as it depended 

a good deal on his father, Who was ſel- 
dom in a hurry to pay his money.“ 
Ieaſily diſcovered, from Mr. Smith's 
account of my huſband's behaviour, 
that he was interiorly angry with me, but 
that he had ſuppreſſed his reſentment, 
in conſideration / of that Gentleman's 
having declared himſelf to have been 
the director of my conduct in the whole 
affair; perbaps, too, the menaces con- 
tained in my leeter, might, in ſome mea- 
ſure; have tied his tongue, for at that 
junct ure, had Lundect ived his father, 
it is probable he would not have aſſiſted 
him, and in nhat caſe, he would have 
found himſelf in a dreadful dilemma. 
com- 


— — — 
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the whole tenor of his conduct; he is 


tis: le Mrubixs of 
1 communicated my thoughts to my 


friend he agreed with me in my opl- 


non. and added, Four huſband's cha- 
racter is, my dear child, as the Freneb 


ſiay, ſo ronſtguent, tliat tliere is nothing 


to be dreaded from his reſentment, nor 
indeed any tfung to be relied upon, thro“ 


determined to action, by the impulſe of 
rhe preſent moment; nor has he, that 


Jean obſerve, one fixed principle; he 


has, indeed, adopted ſome abſurd pre- 
judices, to which he obſtinately adheres, 
becauſe they flatter his paſſions; but; 


unfortunately, probity is a virtue hes 


unacquainted with. Excuſe me; dear 
Madam, (continued Mr. Smith,) if. I 
ſpeak thus freely on ſotender a ſubject, 
as this I know is to ygu, but I would 
prepare youfor a ſtroke, which I Fore, 
ſee will fall on you: Mr.. Williams' 8 
character and your's are totally Pra 


ent, ſaid the good man; vice may, and 


muſt, 
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muſt, admire virtue, but never can 
either love or aſſociate long with it; 
virtue is a glaſs, in which it ſees its own. 
deformity, and therefore will everavoid 
it as much as poſſible. Mr. H#ilkams 
don't want ſenſe, (continued Mr.Smith) 
andtho' you never ſeem to ſee his faults; 
be aſſured, that he is not the dupe; he 
knows they cannot be unobſerved by 
you, and your generous forgiveneſs of 
them, in ſpite of his vanity, leſſens him 
in his own eyes; thus, from a ſtrange 
perverſity in his nature, thoſe virtues in 
you, which ought to endear you tohim, 
have diametrically a contrary effect; 
and, as Dean Swift ſays, 

-Your altitude offends the eyes Vi, 
«« Of thoſe who want the power to riſe.” 
In ſhort, (continued Mr. Smith,) in con- 
tradiction to all general rules, a conduct 
which would, in all human probability, 


have reformed any other man, has con- 
3 tributed 
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tributed only to confirm him in his er- 
rors,, and to make bim purſue, with 
more avidity, what, he calls pleafure, 
and which, in my opinion, would be 
better named debauchery; Goon, how - 
erer, Madam, (ſaid my good friend.) 
continue to make truth and virtue your 
guides, and let fortune do her worſt'; 
ſhe can rob vs of every thing but the 
ſelf· approved hour, and that alone will 
be ſufſicient to raiſe us above herfrowns, 
and is, in truth, of infinitely more value, 
than all the favours which ſhe has in 
her power to beſtow. You have virtue, 
and a friend, Madam, (continued the 
good man, ſmiling ;) go, conſult the 
| Philoſophers. you are ſo fond of, and 
lee, if their maſt ſanguine wiſhes ever 
aſpiredi to the poſſeſſion of more. J 
looked. at Mr. Smith, when he had 
ceaſed to ſpeak, with admiration ; my 
heart avowed the truths he had "uttered; 
n bim lincerely for his kind ad- 


moni- 
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montion, and then endeavoured to 
make him think lels inuriobſſy of my 
huſband, but I found him inflexible on 
that head. The'reſt of rhe evening was 
ſpent in moralizing on the es of life, 
when we bath agreed with Za Britytre, 
e Ia pliſpurt des hommes employent 
Ie premixre are we leur amn 
Fantye miſerable. 
The next morning Mr. CR Bins 
ed to Londoy, after having enjoined'me 
to call upon him in any difficulty that 
might occur, either in my on, or huſ. 
bands affairs; for, ſaid he, My dear 
child, Ibrg you would reſt aſſured, that 
both my counſel and fortune ure at your 
command; ſo I beg you would uff for 
the fbrmer, and diſpoſe of the latter, 
whenever you may have occaſion for 
eltber of them.“ I thanked hit with 


Which a be thus tranſlated via. 
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the moſt lively ſenſe of his generoſity, 
and friendſhip,and then bid him adieu. 
Afew days after Mr. Sniib's departure, 
Mr. Williams came home; he met me 
with an air of great good breeding, and 
ſaid the civileſt things, upon his having 
occaſioned me ſo much uneaſineſs; but, 
alas I his face ſpoke truth, and I could 
read there, that his heart diſavowed the 
language of his tongue. He aſked me, 
when J had feen that old meddling fool 
Smitb? ] ſaid, I thought myſelf infinite - 
ly obliged to that Gentleman, and that 
1 had ſeen him a few days ago. Nor 
perhaps ſo much as you ſuppoſe, Ma- 
dam, he replied; for, however ſpecious 
his arguments may have appeared to 
you, he was moſt certainly not your 
friend, in counſelling you to refuſe the 
propoſition} I made you; for, had he 
not intefered in what did not concern 
him, I ſhould not have been forced to 

give a hond to my father for the money 
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be lent me, and which now, if I ſnould 
die; he will indubitably come upon my 
effects for, and by that means ſtrip you 
to your ſhift: No, no, continued he, 
believe me, my Dear, when l aſſure you, 
that, under the pretence of being your 
friend, he was the agent of your enemy.“ 
I could not bear to hear my protec- 
tor's character thus cruelly aſperſed, 
which made me anſwer Mr. Williams 
with ſome warmth, That, how far Mr. 
Smith's judgment might have erred in 
the affair, I ſhould not pretend to de- 
cide, but that Lwas perfectly convinced, 
that the advice he gave me was ſincere, 
and ſuch as he would have given to his 
own child, in the ſame ſituation; for 
indeed, my Dear, continued I, I look 
upon Mr. Smiih to be a truly honeſt 
man, endued with a good underſtand- 
ing, and the moſt benevolent heart; 
poſſe ſſed of theſe virtues, I think he is 
an honour to humanity,” „He is as 
I 3 roman- 
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romantię in his notions as yourſelf, (in- 
terrupted Mr. Millianis,) and therefore 
dont wonder that yo ure fo fond of 
him.” Here the diſcourſe dropped, as 
I did not eate to enter into a diſquiſition 
ef what choſe on ens ers wy 
called romantic, - Sage? T 
Tbe next day wy. Kod: 6.0 to 
ine, wich a fprighrly air, Well, Char- 
lotte;/ are you ready to go to STANCE, 
for Lam tired of this ſtupid country!“ 
I anſwered, with trutb, „That I Was 
ready to accompany. him wherever he 
pleaſed, at the ſame time repeating my 
aſſuxances, that I ſhould be happy in 
whatever place he carried me to, fo. 
long as Fenjoyed his friendſhip and ſo- 
ciety.“ He bowed, ſaying, I was infi- 
nittlyobliging; he then told me, That 
be would, if I choſe it, take a lodging 
in town: for a fortnight, that I might 
have an opportunity: of taking leave of 
my friends,” and of packing up my 
| things 
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chin at my leiſure; for, (fays he, with 
a half ſmile,) I don't think you will ſee 
England ſoon again, Charloite. Ire- 
plied, „ Fhat I was entirely at his diſ- 
paſal, and ſhould; always be content, 
ſo J was but with him, and ſaw him 
happy.“ Soon after this we went to 
town. My father and mother were not 
to be in London that winter; ſo, not being 
able to ſee them, I wrote to bid them 
adieu: They anſwered me, wiſhing us 
our health, and a good journey, and de- 
firing that I would leave Sophie at my 
uncle golaly's; which, in obedience to 
their commands, I did. A day or two 
before we left Kugland, my ſiſter begged 
I would ſuffer her to go to her unc les, 
laying, That the continual prepara- 
tions, which ſhe ſaw before her eyes for 
my departure, were too much for her 
ſpirits.” In compliance with her requeſt; 
I carried. her to Mr. B:/dby's, where ſhe 
then nated, upon taking leave of me; 

evi) I 4 our 
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our. parting was accompunie d by floods 
of tears on both ſides. In her loſt an 
| affeQianate tfiſter, and a tender friend; 
na aged. the principal conſolation of 
my life. On her part, as ſhe had been 
Preſent at many ſcenes which had alarm- 
ed hertenderneſs for me, ſne now dread- 
ed my being ſeparated from all my 
friends. and left total:y in the power of 
a man, whom ſhe had conceived a very 
. of ; ſhe, therefore, in a 
tranſport of grief, recommended me to 
5 the care of the Almighty, and then 
flinging her arms round my neck, al- 
moſt 'drowned me with her tears: 1 
preſſed her to my boſom with unutter- 
able fongneſs. My uncle and aunt were 

preſent at this affecting ſcene, and both 

of them ſeemed moved at our reciprecal 

; renderneſsand love of each other; nay, 

even my aunt's eyes watered, She took 

leave ot me, with a ſoftneſs, in her man- 

ner towards me, which! had never per- 
ceived 


* 
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ceived her to ſuve ſince my martiage. 
My uncle tool me in his arms, ſuying, 
Adieu, my dear girl] if you hold 
want a friend, whilft abroad, remember 
me; and be ſure let us hear often from 
you.“ I could not anſwer him, ſo 
haſtenedoutof the room, mann 
en with too much ſenſibilit. 

T ordered the chariot to drive to Mr. 
Smiths; J found him at home. On my 
entrance, he perceived that my heart 
was full, and my eyes red: J told him 
from whence Icame; this worthy man 
ſaid every thing that friendſhip and 
good ſenſe could dictate, both for my in- 
ſtruction and conſolation; after which, 
he told me, that he had now two fa. 
vd urs to aſk of me, and which he beg- 
gedTwould not refuſe him. T anſwered | 
him, whilſt pleaſure ſparkledin my eyes, 
Ah, Sir, can I be ſo happy as to have 
it io my power to oblige you?“ Tes, 
Madam, (he replied,) and eſſentially 

00 3 
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too but rſt you muſt give me your 
honour; 40: grant my requeſts, before _ 
tell yau what / they are:: Theſe con- 
ditions would-be hard, Sir, I replied 
from any body but yourſelf, whoſe cha- 
racter is ſo well known io me, that F' 
do any thing which Lought to refuſe; 
I therefore do moſt readily promiſe to 
abey your commands, be they what 
they will.“ Why then, Madam, (ſaid 
Mr. Smitb,) the firſt is, chat, on no pre- 
text whatſoever, you go into the interior 
of a convent during the life of your huſ- 
band; becauſe if you da, I am well 
convinced that you will never comeout 
again: The ſecond is, that you will 
make me your banker. You are going, 
my Dear, (ſaid this worthy, man, ) into 
a country, where you have neither 
friends nor connex ions of any ſort, with 
a huſband who will inevitably run into 
debt, in every town he goes chrough; 
5 you 
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you may, and probably will; find your. 
ſelf ſometimes without either monty or 
credit, ( Idon't mean, however, to ſup- 
port Mr. Milliaus's extra vagancies, ) but 
L cannot bear the thought, that you, 
my drar, good young Lad, ſnould be 
brought into any diſtreſs: I am an old 
man, Madam, who has neither child, 
nor relation, but you, who are ſo wor- 
thily: the child of my adoption; there- 
fote, Madam, you will only make uſe 
of what is already your own, by draw- 
ing upon me.” Here | interrupted this 
wonderful man, being unable to bear 
any longer the violence of thoſe ſenſa- 
tions which his diſcourſe had raiſed in 
me; I flung wyſclf on my knees beſide. 
him .in a rapture of gratitude, I kiſſed 
his hand, called him father, and, in 
ſhort, ſtammered out aſett of incoberent 
words, whicl: expreſſed my ſenſibility of 
his truly parental care of me, more pa- 
thetically, perhaps, than the moſt ſtudied 
2 piece 
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piece of eloquence could have done. 
The good man raiſed me from the 
ground, dropped a tear, and then beg - 
ged leave to hand me to my chariot, 
ſaying; *Yourfeelings Madam, are too 
nets ſceceslikethoſe which have zuſt 
paſſed. between us, and Jon, that the 
being obliged to part with you, is al- 
moſt too much for my age; but, I flat- 
ter myſelf, (continued he, ) that I-ſhall 
frequently hear from you.“ I preſſed 
his hand, as an aſſurance that he ſnould, 
and in ſilent ſorrow bid him adieu with 
my eyes; words were not made to ex- 
preſs ſenſations like thoſe 1 then felt. 
On my return home, I found my huſ- 
band in high ſpirits and good humour; 
change of ſcene, and variety in all its 
modes, was one of his darling paſſions 
heperceiv'd that lhad been crying, when 
he rallied me agrecably upon my weak- 


neſs, as he called it. I did not attempt 


9 rg myſelf, but promiſed that [ 


would 
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would grow chearful again as faſt 28 1 
could. A ſervant now came to aeguaint 
him, that his taylor was below; he 
turned to me, and ſaid, * Will, you: 
give him leave, my Dear, to try my 
cloaths on here? ” 1 bowed aſſentʒ and 
up came the man, followed by another, 
both loaded with bundles; they tried 
him on four ſuits of cloaths, all of them 
either embroidered, or richly laced; be- 
ſides a frock and laced waiſtcoat. He 
then aſked me, How I liked his 
taſte?” I anſwered, © That I thought 
them both rich and elegant.” When 
the man was gone, I ſaid to him,. 1 
am ſurprized, my Dear, that you ſhould. 
make up ſo many cloaths in England; 
when you are going into a country 
where you may buy them much cheap- 
er, and have them made in the French 
faſhion; beſides, I apprehend, that you 
will not be able to wear thoſe which are 
made here, with any propriety, in 
France,” 
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Fung O, beg your Pardon for 
that; (ſays ie,) I Thall wear them there, 
T aſſure you ! beſides, am now one 
ing your favourite plan of —— 
(continued he, )as I don't intend payin 8 
for theſe closths, (at ſeaſt till my fa 
ther is dead, and therefore, you Know, 
it is ſo much gained; and, aprepbs, 1 
would adviſe you, my Deaf, added he, 
to follow my example, by taleing up 
what you want, before we go; we run 
no riſqque of being ſtopped, as 1 hůve 
publiſhed, that I don't intend going this 
month yet, tho? I purpoſe ſetting off on 
Tueſday next, about midnight; 105 be. 
fore any body can miſtruſt our flight, 
we ſhall be on che other fide of the 
water. ak % F20R 
1 vas ſo altonilned at n harangve, 
Watt it had deprived" me almoſt of the 
power of ſpeech, nor do I believeT 
ſhould have articulated, of ſome time at 


leaſt, if Mr. /illiams had not rouſed 
me, 
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—— ſaying, in a pretty loud tone of 

volce, « Well, my Dear, what do you 
think of my plan?” ** It is 40 new to 
me, Sir, and ſo foreign from my, ideas 
ofthe tules of rectitude, (Lreplied, )chat 
I really am afraid to give my opinionof 
itz but you, my Dear, are the | maſter 
of your own actions, and therefore the 
proper judge of them; for my part, ( 
continued, ) your ſcheme being intirely 
incompatible with my ſenſe of honour 
and probity, I muſt beg leave, in this 
inſtance, not to take you for a prete- 
dent.“ At this he looked out of hu- 
mour, and ſaid, That my ſtoical vir? 
tue, I ſhould find, would neither feed 
nor cloath me.“ I replied, Perhaps 
not; but then it would teach me to bear, 
with fortitude and te ſignation, the want 
of, both;“ and ſo laying, I went outof 
the room, in order to put an end tothe 
chaver lation. Dei 
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night, we ſat out for Dover in two dif- 
terent poſt· chaiſes, for the conveniency 
of carrying our baggage, as Mr. ii. 
liams told me, upon my obſcrving, that 
one would have been ſufficient for us 
both. We took oo Eugliſ ſervants with 
us, as we had been aſſured by many 
people, who had travelled with them, 
that they were of no uſe in a foreign 
country, but, on the contrary, generally 
extremely troubleſome; this found ſo 
juſt an obſervation, that in the courſe 
of many years reſidence abroad, Ineyer 
ſaw an exception to it. We found, on 
our arrival at Dover, a veſſel ready to 
fail, and in four hours from our going 
on board of her, were ſafely landed at 
Calais, from which place we fat out al- 
moſt immediately on our road to Paris. 
Thej journey, the change of air, and che 
novelty of every thing 1 ſaw, all to- 


gether contributed to give me ſpirits, 
of 
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of Which I had naturally a great Mere, 
but they had for a long time been 
weighed down, by * iron "Ow 
misfortune, 

1 don't know whether chars is it 
ſomething in the air of your country, 
my dear Adelaide; which inſpires one 
with gaiety; but certain it is, that T 
was never chearfuller, nor in better 
heal h, than at the period Tam now wri- 
ting of. My huſband, who was well 
furs with the country, appeared 
to be delighted at ſecing it again; he 
was all attention and good humouf on 
the road. He ſhewed me Cbantilli, and 
whatever elſe was worthy obſervation on 
our way; and when we arrived at Parit, 
{hid tie would juſt let me ſee every thing 
that was curious in that famous eity, 
and then proceed to the South of Frante, 
where he purpoſed ſettling. I had no 
will of my own, and knowing nopartof 


the country I was going to, all places 
were 


Vor. II. 
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wet equal to me. Iſhall not tire you, 
my deur girl. with a deſcription of a 
ton in which you was born, and bred, 
nor tell you the raptures l was in at the 
Paintings. c. which ſaw at the Palais 
Royal Sc. Youknow, Jfeel the Arts, 
tho am miſtteſs of none of them: 
We have lived together at Pa- is, and 
you cannot have forgot my enthuſiaſm 
for painting and ſculpture ; your plays, 
too, delighted me, and I was both aſto- 
niſhed and charmed, at the amazing ſu- 
periatity of your Acreſſes to outs, I 
had letters of recommendation to Lady 
S. thro' whoſe means, I was introaduged 
into good company; I therefore, ſaw 
_ »Ferſailles, &c. with propriety. and eaſe, 
and ſpent. my time very agrecably. 
Mr. Milliams was, apparently, the 
happieſt man I ever ſaw; pleaſure: fo 
intirelyoccupiedhisevery moment, that 
he had not time to think. We ſeldom 
OO bu: in the re at our hotel; 
; when, 
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when, after I Had related the adven- 
tures of the: precedidg day, he ſeve- 
rab times had launched out into rap- 
>tares{' on the" agreeable manner in 
ieh he had ſpent his time, at a houſe 
he frequented, in the Bois de Boulogne. 
At laſt, I ventured to aſk” him the 
name of the family which he viſited 
there. He ſmiled; and ſaid, The 
Lady's name was Paris, who owned the 
houſe, but that the young Ladies who 
boarded with her, were, he believed; no 
way related to her; (adding) they are 
divine creatures? Such figures! ſuch 
talents! and ſuch vivacity! In ſhort, 
my Dear, they are Angels.“ I looked 
grave, and ſaid, Mr. Williams, if the 
houſe you ſeem ſo enraptured with, be 
a bad one, you ought to have had deli- 
cacy enough to have ſpared my ſenſibi- 
lity the knowledge of it.“ He replied, 
Upon my ſoul, my Dear, I aſſure 
you; nothing paſſes there, the leaſt 
„ tending 
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tending to indecency; it 12 4 a houſe, 
where moſt of the men of faſhion ſup, 
for a guinea a-picee, merely for the 
pleaſure of converſing with the girls, 
and hearing them play upon ſome in- 
went, and that's all, upon my ho- 
nour,” ooh | faid, I bop he ſpoke the 
<f bet itappeared to me rather incredi- 
ble, chat virtuous girls ſhould board at 
a houſe of public reception, where they 
were expoſed to the converſation of 
every man, who thought it worth his 
while to pay a guinea for the pleaſure 
of their company.“ But as I had a mind 
to finiſh the diſcourſe, Iendedit, by ſay- 
ing, T. hat I was totally aſtranger to the 
manner of the country I was now in, 
andthat therefore, perhaps,what would 
be 1 rega ded d as a great impropriety in 
Eg might not be any here.“ To 
which Ee Mr. Williams whiſ⸗ 
thed nn * . to * fute;“ then 
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complained he was Hleepy, and ſo et 
to bec. uI 2 


We had now ſtayed fix weeks at Pa- 

rina hen my huſband propoled our ſet- 
ting out for Lyons, which accordingly 
we did, in a tew days, in a berlin and 
| fix, in which were Mr. William, myſelf, 
and my maid. Our journey was agree- 
able, the roads good, and the weather 
remarkably fine, When we arrived at 
1 yons, Mr. Williams appeared mightily 
pleaied with the place, and, on à few 
days acquaintance withfomeof its inha- 
bitants, declared himſelf determined to 
fix in it—He changed his mind, how- 
ever, not long after. I had procured 
jetters from ſeveral of my acquaintance 
at Paris, to theirs at Lyons, fo that 1 
very ſoon entered into an agreeable fe- 
male ſociety, amongſt which were an 
old Lady, whofe name I have forgot, 
and her neice, Mademoiſelle De la G. 


a very ſenſible, clever girl; and who, 
Ws as 
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as her annt was immeaſely rich, and 
had H near relation bùt her, was ſop- | 
poſed to be A very great fortune 
This unt of hers Was in am ill Nate 
of healch, and very infirm; ſlie had 


. been adviſed by the Phyſicians to try 
what her native air would do for her, 
| for \ hich reaſon ſhe had left Paris, and 


came to ſpend ſome time at Thong, 
where ſhe was born. I was infotmed, 
whilſt I was at Paris, that the Marquis 
De P. had made his addreſſes to the 
young Lady, but without ſucceſs, as 
the old one, not approving his character. 
ad declared, That if her niece married 
Him, ſhe would not give her a farthing, 
neither in her life · time, nor at her de- 
ceafe.” At that time I had never ſeen the 
Marquis; but had frequently heard him 
ſpokenbf as being averyhandſom e, l ve- 
lyiagtecable libertine; he was of diſtin- 
guiſhed birth, to which his fortune was 
no way anſwerable, being but very ſmall. 
9 One 
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One day, when I was at dianer with 
Mademoiſelle He la G. and her, aun „t 
their houſe; L couſd not help fematkiag 
the ſervant ho ſtood behind the young 
Lady's chair, who, was ſeated directly 
oppoſite to me z he was a fine figure, 
and; had an air of caſe. and, gentilicy 
which I thought did not correſpond 
with his livery; Leven imagined, that 
I perceived him look at his miſtreſs wich 
an air of intelligence and familiafi ty, 
very inconſiſtent with the character be 
was in. The old Lady, tho”. not yery 
clearſighted, cool notice of the artentive | 
manner. in which I had ſuryeyed. this 
footman: and, when, the cloth was re: 

moved, ſhe laid. to me, Dont you 
think, Mrs. Milliams, that the fellow 
you ſeemed to obſerve. ſo. mugh, i 
very unſit ſervant for a young Lady to 
have about her? He has (continued ſhe) 
an audacious, impudent look belides, 


eee and does no 
8 ching, 


r e e Band 
; 
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thiag, that I know off, but ſtudy his 


Slaſs, and adorn his pretty perſon 3 I 


cannot imagine what my niece keeps 


him fon, unleſs it be to look at. Here 
the old Lady ceaſed and I anſwered, 
That theught he was by much the 
gehteeleſt ſervant I had ever ſeen; 
{addiog,)thar if he had not wora a li- 


very, I ſhould have taken him for a man 


of faſhion.” Mademoiſelle Dela G. ſaid, 
She did not think the fellow either ſo 
bad as her aunt had repreſented him, 
not could ſne agree with me, in think- 
ing him ſo very genteel a rigure ; that 
he was well enough; and tho'-ſhe' had 
no fort of attachment to him, yet ſhe 


could not bring herſelf to turn him 
- away, till ſhe found him in a f 


Here the converſation dropped, and I 


thought no more of it, till one day Mr. 
1 — a ar me, whilſt we were at din- 


PFhatthat morning there had been 


a 1 great riot at the tennis court, about 
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Mademoiſelle D la Gi's footman, who, 
| (fays Mr. Miiliams;) it ſeems, plays re- 
markably well at tennis. He was this 
-motning: amuſing himſelf at that exer- 
ciſe, hen ſome Gentlemen eame in to 
play a match, upon which one of them 
bid him leave the place, and aſked him, 

How he dared to be ſo impertinent, 
as to intrude himſelf into Gentlemens 
company?“ To which the fellow made 
an inſolent reply; upon which the Gen- 
tleman ordered the maſter of the tennis- 
court to turn himout: This exaſperated 
the man ſo much, that he gave the Gen- 
tleman a blow with the racket which he 
held in his hand. Inſtantly, all the Gen- 
tlemenpreſent reſented the affront done 
to a member of their ſociety; and were 

going to cane the fellow; when five or 
ſix ſtout ſervants in livery ruſned into 
the room, and reſcued their comtade, as 
wie then thought him; but it is ſince 
v hiſpered, that they only did their duty, 


= 
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in defending their maſtery however this 
may bey it is certain, ihat the man went 
imtnediutely to the Governor, who, int 
ſhort time after, ſent for the Gentlemen 
that ſuppoſed themſelves to have been 
infolted; when, havitig bloſe ted thetirle- 
parately, he diſq iſſed them, and the af - 
fair is huſhed up. Some body preſent 
at the ſcuffle, took notice of the _ 
the fellows had on, who reſcued Made- 
- matfelleDe la G.'s footman, and aſked 
them, in my bearing. If their maſter, 
the Marquis De P. was at Lyons? To 
v hich qutſtion they returfied no anſwer.” 
Now Ieannot help thinking, continued 
Mr. Villiams,) but that it was the Mar- 


quis himſelf in diſguiſe, who made all 
this buſtle; for when he gave the Mer. 
chant the blow, he looked at him with 
ſuch an air of ſuperiority and contempt, 
as was obſerved by all the company; 
and on being bid, in æ peremptory tone, 
to leave the room, I ſaw him clap his 


hand 
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hand on bis left ſide, as if he meant to 
draw his ſword. It is certainly hey (ſaid 
my huſband,) and he has metamorpho- 
ſed himſelf thus, to be ncarer his miſ- 
trels.” Mr. Millicas conjecturtd right, 
as appeated in about a month after this 
affair happen d, when Mademoiſelle Dela 
Gs aunt died, and immediately the Mar- 
quis aſſumed his title and equipage, de- 
claring himſelf openly the lover of that 
young Lady, who was now in poſſeſſion 
of all her aunt's fortune, which ſhe gave, 
together with herſelf, in a ſhort time, to 
the Marquis, who knew as well how to 
ſpend the money as any man in France. 
From the time of his flinging off his 
livery, he was frequently at our houſe; 
my huſband and he were extremely fond 
of one another's company, from an ana- 
logy in their characters. One day, when 
I was rallying him upon bis night er- 
rantry in purſuit of his miſtreſs, he ſaid, 
imiling, i Yau don't know half my 

adven- 
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adventures. I don't love (fays he) to 
boaſt bf the favours received from the 
Fair, but, however, I will relate one to 
you, xhich my wife Knows to be tröe: 
Her aunt's cook maid was extremely ug- 
Jy, and far from young; ſhe, however, 
tell in love with me, and, in order to 
give me eſſential proofs of her affection, 
uſed to cram my pockets with cold 
meat, and whatever elſe ſhe could ſteal 
from the pantry : Which favours, (faid 
be,) I durſt not refuſe, for fear ſhe 
fhould either take it ill, or ſuſpect my 
diſguiſe; for, as I was at board wages, 
the thought ſhe did me a great kindneſs, 
by thus cheating her miſlceſs. Oneday, 
ſhe ſaid to me, taking me tenderly by 
the hand, Louis, I have a great friend- 


mip for you: 1 am worth money, 


Louis, and if you can like me, 1 will 

marfy you, tho* you have not a groat.“ 

I thanked her a thouſand times for rhe 

konour (he intended me, but at the ſame 
Lie 
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time Jamented, that Thad made a your, 


to, St, Anthony, ; neyer to marry, when. 
1 lay fl of a violent. fever, and my lite 
was drſpaired of; "the ſhook her, head 
and. ſaid, « [t, was a raſh vow, and a 
great pity, char [ ſhould have made it.“ 
Finding herſelf thus diſappointed in her 
hopes of marrying me, ſhe turned her 
thoughts another way; for which pur- 
poſe, one night, when [ was almoſt 
aſleep, ſhe crept ſoftly to my bed. ſide 
| perceived, by the light ſhe held in her 
hand, that it was ſhe, and I honeſtly 
own I was frighted at the fight of her; 
I leave you to judge, Williams, (ſaid the 
Marquis, addreſſing himſelf to my huſ- 
band) how exccrably ugly ſhe muſt have 
been, to have found me cruel, at ſuch an 
hour and in ſuch circumſtances; I was 
fo, however, by aſſuring her, with as 
much ſeeming concern as I could poſ- 
ſibly fling into my countenance, that I 
was very ſenſible of the favour ſhe in- 
tended 


— 
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tended me, but that was too genero 
to dec ive her, and therefore thought 
oug hr, in honour, to acquaint herg that 
1 was at preſent in ſo bad a ſtate of 
health, as toforce meto decline the hap- 
pineſswhich ſheſoobirginglyoffered me. 
This cold compliment had its effect, 
ſor ſhe left me, without anſwering one 
word; however, I could eafily perceive 
that ſhe never forgave me; and, if the 
old Lady had lived much longer, I 
make no doubt, (continued the Mar- 
quis, ) that ſhe would hade contrived to 
have had me turned out of the houſe; 
but fortunately things turned out better 
than | expected, and en nen 


turedly went off in time.“ 
The Marchioneſs told us, That ſhe 


had done all in her power to prevent the 
Marquis following her to Lyons, in a 
diſguiſe ſo unworthy of his rank; but 
all remonſtrances were vain, (ſaid ſhe.) 


* „ in 1 my footman, and, 
7 
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by that means, kept me in continualter- 
rors, leſt mytaunt ſhould tld.over the 
deceit, which;ſhe mult inevitably! have 
| done;had her ſenſes been the leaſt quick- 
et than they were; but fortunately for 
us, ſhe was very deaf, and almuſt blind, 
which prevented her fromobſerving any 
of the monkeys tricks he uſed! ta play 
me, ſuch as pinching my fingers very 
often, when he gave me a plate, ot a 
glass of wine, ſo hard, that I have ſeve- 
ral times been ready to ſcream out; and 
when any Gentleman dined with us, of 
my aunt's acquaintance, if he thought 
they had any pretenſions upon me, he 
ntver failed playing them ſome unlucky 
trick or other. In ſhort, (ſaid the Mar- 
chioneſs,) I lived in a continual dread 
of his being found out; and on hearing 
of the ſcuffle which happened at the 
tennis- court, I tooł it for granted that 
the whole affair would be laid before 


Se: publick, n T ſhould loſe 
both 
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both my fortune. and reputation, by 
his indiſcretion.“ | 
III have tired 700, y der Adelaide, 
with the length of this anecdote, it 1s 
- becauſe I found it in my journal; when 
recollecting, that you was acquainted 
with the Marquis and Marchioneſs De 
P. I thought you might probably like 
to hear this part of their junvenile adven- 
tures; if not, you may paſs it over, 
and go on to my ſtory. 


Mr. Williams now began to grow 
tired of ſtaying ſo long in the ſame 
place, and therefore determined to go 
to Aix; accordingly I took leave of 
Lyons, and its inhabitants, three months 
after we had entered it, but not with- 
out regret, I aſſure you; for I had 
formed a very agreeable ſociety in that 
town, from whom I had received the 
utmoſt kindneſs and civility: Nay, I 
had even contraſted a ſort of friendſhip 
| with 
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with one or two of them, ſo that I was 
really ſorry to leave the place. We left 
it, however, and arrived, without any 
accident, at Air. On approaching it, 1 
perceived, that Mr. 7 illiams ſeemed to 
diſlike its ſituation; from which I con- 
cluded, that we mould not reſide long 
in it. On our arrival, we were in- 
formed, that the town was full of Eng- 
lifo, all of whom ſent us a compliment 
the next day, and, amongſt the reſt, Sir 
Charles Stan'y. I was noe ore r 
prized, than vexed, at finding him fo 
near me; for, from a vanity, inberent, 
I believe, in human nature, I was a- 
ſhamed, and hurt, when I conſidered the 
ſtriking contraſt there was in the cha- 
recters of Sir Charles, and Mr. William,; 
which contraſt I could not, as I appre- 
hended, paſs unobſerved, either by Sir 
Charles himſelf, or apy of the Engliſh, 
who were chere at the time; the conſe- 

Vor. II L quence 


as ernennen 
quence of which would be, hae! hould 


Helly, ndemied, for ff 
1 udict 505 NO 111 5 made 5 0 hut- 


bang. This humiliating refleion mor: 
rified my y Vanity; and, for t hat reaſon, 
(With ame 1 confels i ity) gave me 25 
much pain, as I had, pet aps, ever ex: 
erienced on moch mote important 
ccafions 3 ſuch is the free. of felt 
lore, | [1011.39TE8 Cl! 

. Mr. Wi Williams had, as you will eakly 
imagine, from the time we entered 
France, given into all the licentioulnels 
of that gay country, continuing, hows 
ever, ig bebaye with great politene fs ta 
me; and as he narrated none of his ad- 
ventures. to me, and that! mut my eyes, 
vr were upon very good terms, and 
always in good humour with one ano- 
ther; '; "otythllanding which, the Toſs 
of his alfection, which was too evident 
0 a of 2 doubt, 'cauſl ed. a a wound 
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0 tay bene onen, ebe Walther 
ge, hor ditfparith; curd Ret; Fre 

ey means, Wilen 1 571053 gina- 
tion could fu k, tb fetalt 5 f 
. n# tepr Ir; 


oaches, and ill h _Imour; 
th, Inideed, "fe ne ver made uſe of, 
50 ma n obſet vation, that they gene af 
defeated the Purpoſe for which they 
ere ifitended, All my endeavours 1 to 
recall his affections were totally fruit- 
leſs ; variety was his goddeſs ; and he 
ſerved her with à zcal, equal to that 0 
an Indian Fakit for his bl. 1 fete 
fore ſighed in fecret; and wWas ob; 86 
to love him upon his own terms, fi 5 
I could not bring him to mine. 
We were n now viſited by all the 5 
h 5 reliding at Alix ; Sir Chatles 9765 


| with ar an air 57 Lonfelodz worth, told © 


ne was very lad to ſee me in 5 50 
ſaid many 7 obl liging things on on th 


deck he perceived in my pe 80. 
L 2 12 
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ſince he left England; and enquired 
much after every individual of my fa- 
mily. Mr. Williams received him with 
great cordiality, and gave him a gene- 
ral invitation to his houſe; he fre- 

quently came to ſee us, and one day, 
when he and I were alone, he ſaid, 
«If it was not indiſcreet, he begged 1 
would tell him, who the perſon: was, 
that I hinted at, in the fatal letter, in 
which I had informed him of my mar- 
riage with Mr. Williams, whoſe love of 
him had been a motive, which induced 
me to refuſe him my hand.“ I pauſed 
a moment, as was not prepared for the 
queſtion; and then anſwered, candidly, 
Sir Charles, as ſome years are paſt 
fince' that event, and as the perſon in 
queſtion was then achild, I think] may, 
without injuring her modeſty, tell you, 
that it was my ſiſter Sophia who had con- 
ceived a violent paſſion for you, and 
had, with tears and bluſhes, diſcovered 
| | it 


\ 
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it to me, without, however, intending: 
to make me her confident.” He inter- 
rupted me, by aſking, with ſome emo- 
tion, If Hthought ſhe (till retained the 
ſame ef We for him?” I ſaid, I 
could nor poſſibly anſwer that queſtion, 
| as] bad always carefully avoided men- 
tioning his name to her, ſince he leſt. 
England ; but that, to my knowledge, 
ſhe had refuſed. (ſeveral good offers, 
tho' preſſed very much by her friends 
to accept of one of them; alledging, 
that ſhe was determined to live ſingle; 
which reſolution 1 had always attributed 
to her attachment for him.” SirCharles 
thanked me for the confidence I had 
place in him, and looking at me with 
eyes which ſpoke both grief and tender- 
neſs. he ſaid/to me, + You, Madam, 
was the only woman Jever loved, and 
your loſoe, from its ſeverity, | imagined, 
had ſtecled my heart for ever againſt any 
us your! lex ; Jam, however, (ſaid he,) 
L 3 deter- 
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determined to continue to love you; in 
the perſon of your ſiſtet and fliead: your 
ce wilkipſtaptly;go over 
land, and offer her my hand. She 
ig Uke ou (continued be). and ſince I 
canpathe your huſband, it will, at leaſt, 
beg! Est gonſolatien to me to be your, 
W Itold him, 4 That I ſhould, 
look en it as one of the... happieſt. 
incidents of. my life, if, I had io any 
anner contribute d to tlie certain hap- 
pineſs,of my ſiſter, by procuring. bes ſo. 
Wurfes man as himſelf for a huſ- 
m Herr we 2210 ohliged to put 
angus to gur e rſatian, by 40 
ny coming in to interrupt. us. 
Enerd not tell you. ſuppoſe, ho 
 regaieed divas, on the proſpect of — 
dear beplhia s being made happy, in the 
Han ſhe loved, and who was in every, 
— — ot hers It was not 
long before Sit Charles ſex out for Exg- 
| nds Loney . Mentee 
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and congratufared'my ſiſter on her ap- 
proaching ſeheiry;with's warmth equal 
to the affection 1 ore her. About the 
ſame time, Mr. Williams ant I quitted 
Ai, and went to Marſeilles,” Where 1 
hoped to ſettle; at leaſt for ſome time, 
for I'grew weaty of the rambling- life 
which we had had for fo many months 
paſt, joined to my continual apprehen · 
fions of my huſband's expences being 
too large for his pocket, which, when'we 
were once fixed in a place, I flattered 
mytelf, might de brought into 3 nag. 
rower compaſs. We had, by the means 
of a correſpondent at Marſeilles, taken 
a good houſe there, and 1 Wag mach 
pleaſed, on my arrival, with the ſingu- 
larity, as well as novelty of chht ton; 
che ſlaves, galleys, c. were all new to 
me, and at firſt fight made me fancy 
my ſelf in the Levant, I found its inha- 
bitantt, like all thoſe of your nation, 


very polite and hoſpitable töſtrangers. 
L 4 I was 
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I was acquainted herewith many very 


2gretable,well bred, ſenſible people, in 
_ whoſe ſociety I could willingly have 
paſſed my life. Mr. Milliams appeared 
delighted with. Mar ſeilles; the multitude 
of different amuſoments it afforded, 
vere a continual ſource of entertainment 
to him: He was, indeed, ſeldomer at 
home than I could have wiſhed him to 
be, but then he was always chearful and 
good-humoured when with me, nor did 
I know of any particular attachment he 
had at that time. Thus J continued, 
for five or ſix months, to live, if not 
happy, at leaſt tolerably content, and 
ſo I might have probably continued for 
ſome time longer, had it not been for 
an event, which, at the time it happened, 
robbed me of all my boaſted fortitude, 
and, after having worked me up almoſt 
to frenzy, ſunk me into the deepeſt de · 
Pair. An event, which a ſeries of up- 
wards of ten years has not been able to 
N | recon- 
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reconcite me to the remembran 
without piercing my breaſt with the 
moſt ineffable grief; as a proof of 
which, my netves tremble,; and my 
heart aches, whilſt I am going to narrate 


it to vou. It was as follows: 


Being going out one morning, 1 had 
ſtopped at the flreer-door of our houſe 
for ſome moments, till my maid ran 
back for my ſnuff-box, which I had 
forgot to put in my pocket. She had 
no ſooner entered the houſe ,thawan ill- 
looking, ſhabby boy aſked me, If 
"Mr. Wiliiams was at home?“ I anſwer- 
ed, No;“ and then aſked him what 
he wanted with that Gentleman? He 
ſaid, He had a letter for him, which 
he was charged to deliver into no hands 
but his own.“ I found myſelf. inſtant- 
ly ſeized wicha fpirit ofcurioſity, which 
was very uncommon in me on ſuch an 
occaſion, and which I can, therefore, 
no way account for, unleſs I was ex- 
cited 


153 
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cned to t from the figure of the boy, 
and the oddity of the letter, which 
was folded in the aukwardeſt man- 
- ner, and directed in a hand that was 
| Hardly legible. Whatever might be my 
motive, it is certain, that 1 was deter- 
mined both to know its cofitents, and 
from whom it came: I therefore rook 
out of the boy's hand, ſay ing,“ Child, 
you may depend upon it, that I will 
take care of the letter, and give it into 
my maſter's own hand, when he comes 
kome;” at which the boy looked ra- 
ther ſurprized, but ſeeing that I was in 
Poſſeſſion of it, he only made me a bow. 
and went away. The letter, 1 wound 
Vas ſealed with a wafer, which was not 
quite dry, I therefore opened it with 
cafe, when, returning into the houſe, I 
baſtenedto'read it. Its contents were 
to this purpoſe, viz. That the perſon 
from whom it came, affured Mr. Vil. 
. chat had the followed her ownin- 
clinations 


| 
| 
| 
1 
| 
| 
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clipations, ſne auld have flown con the 

wings, of, love to his arms, on the firſt 
ſummons, ſhe hade eceived 1 0 
but that, | notwithſtanding ſhe had 
ſhewp/ mother Paris all his lexters, in 
which he had made her ſuch great of- 
fers, yet ſuę could neither by her tears, 
nor intreaties, prevail on the old Wo- 
man to conſent to part with her, and 
that without her permiſſion ſhe durſt 
not attempt to leave her, as ſhe knew 
well enough, from ſeveral inſtances of 
the kind which had happened, that ſhe 
would have found out a means of mak- 
ing her repent. it, e:ther ſooner or later; 
but, at laſt, it pleaſed God „(che ſays, ) 
tao releaſe her, by converting the heart 
of. Mrs, Paris, who was turned Janſe- 
ſt, and had left off trade. She, thexe- 
fare, finding herſelf free, went imme: 
diately to his Banker, with the draught 
he had ſent her, which was inſtantly 
paid, and ſhe. ſer o out direRtly for Mar- 


feilles, 


4K 4 
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feilles, where ſhe was that moment ar- 
ved, at ſuch an inn, in ſuch a ſtreet, and 
there waited, v ith the utmoſt ĩm patience ; 
for the joy of claſpinghim with rapture/ 
to her boſom; to which ſhe added ſome 
expreſſions, that were rather more ten- 
der than decent, and ends uithſigning 
berſclf, c his ever affectionate, Fatime.”. 
Ü beg you, Adelaide; to judge of the 
firuarion I was in, after having petuſed 
this letter: The knowledge that he was 
going to keep a miſtreſs in form, that 
it was a premediated thing, and that 
that miſtreſs was a pupil of mother 
Paris's, were circumſtances of the moſt: 
alarming nature. I forelaw, that the! 
conſequence of this connection would 
iofallibly be the ruin both of himſelf 
and me L was ſenſible of the expen · 
ſiyeneſs of the acquiſition he had made, 
and knew very well what muſt be the 
end of it; at the ſame time that it was 
out of "A Power to bring any remedy 


do 
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to the evils which threatened me; for 1 
was but too well convinced, that ſhould” 
I have attempted to have complained to 
Mr. Will;amsof his ill treatment of me, 
or ventured to remonftrate, though in 
the gentleſt terms, on the indelicacyof 
his conduct. he would with pleaſure 
have ſeized that opportunity of throw- 
ing off all diſguiſe, and moſt probably 
would have left me to conſole myſeif 
under my afflictions as I thought pro- 
per. In this dreadful dilemma; I re- 
mained ſome time abſorbed in thought; 
when, recollecting that I might be tur- 
prized by my huſband in that ſituation, 
I rouſed myſelf, and re: ſealed the letter, 
then put it into my pocket, determining 
not to let him know I had read it, at 
leaſt at that time. As ſoon as he came 
home, I preſented it to him, ſaying, 
That a little dirty boy had brought 
it:“ On his breaking the wafer, | ſaw 
him look Fonſyles, though! don! the 


liere 
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Jieve he tene the hand ar firſt, or he 
would brave turned his" back, and not 
have opened it before me: As he per- 
ecivedwho'ir was from he ſtepped, 
flow degrees, from me till he arrived at 
the window, where, having recovered 
himſelf a little from che ſurprize the 
having received ſuch à note from y 
hand had given him, be ſaid to mz 
7 This letter, my dear, is about bati: 
neſs of conſequenceʒ I moſt, therefore; 
go tothe perſons with whom it is to be 
tranſacted, and ſhall probably not be 
able to return to dinner: So ſaying, he 
put on his hat, made me a low 4 
and, with a ſmile, went out. 

I was 80 left alone to böte 1 


leiſure, on the horrors'of my fate. 1 


had hitherto vafnly hoped, that titie, 


and an itivatiable adherence to 4 cone 


duct, which; with regard t my huſ. 
band; I conte ved to be Wihout a fault, 


would, in tue ed, Rave reſtofed Hin 


n to 
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to reaſon, | aad, hy that means, have 
teconciled bim to virtue; but nom 
that he was connected with a giti h e 

ery taſta, probably, cotreſponded uith 
his On, and whoſe intereſt it would he 
to annibilate in his heart any the leaſt 
ſpark of affection, which migkthe found 
there, towards his wife; nay, excited | 
by her careſſes or. threats, I did aot 
doubt but that hewouldſaonbebroughit 
to brave, what thoſe kind of women 
call prejudice, by throwing off the 
maſk, and publicly avowing their infa- 
my: Eſpecially | as we were (unfortu- 
nately for me) in a country, where ſuch 
an irtegular conduct is only termed gal- 
lantry, and is, indeed, generally looked 
upon as being almoſt a neceſſary ingre- 
dient in the formation of that inchant- 
ing creature called a Fine Gentleman. 
I rrembled at the pruſpect whichlay be- 
fore me I faw.the labyrinth I had gut 
Ray but pdf find theclue which 


* 
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could lead me out of it. Ah; * 
I, in an agony of grief, Where is now 
my good friend, Mr. Smith, to ſupport 
me under the weightof my afflictions 3 
After having, for ſome time, given way 
to my ſorrow, I found it neceſſary to 
ſuppreſs it for the preſent, for which 
reaſon I ordered the ſervants to ſerve 
the dinner when ready, as their maſter 
would not dine at home: I therefore ſat 
down to it by myſelf; I even ſtrove to 
eat, but that was out of my power. [I 
paſſed the afrernoon in a ſtate difficu't 
to be deſcribed... The eveniog came, 
but no Mr. Vi lliams ; eleven, twelve, 
one o'clock ſtruck, yet heard no news 
of him; at laſt 1, rung the bell, and 
told my maid that l would go to bed, 

and ſo might all the ſ:rvants, as + 
maſter was gone into the country, and 
he ſaid, that if he did not come home 
early, he ſhould not return till the next 


Gy. When the girl had undreſſed me, 
f I bid 


— 
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1 bid her leave the room; ſaying, that 
I would put out the candle myſelf. She 
accordipgly retired, and I fat up till 
three, ſtill hoping that my huſband 
would reſpe& me enough to ſave ap- 
pearances, and not expoſe himſelf to 
the ſervants. I deceived myſelf, how- 
ever, for I did not ſee him till the next 
day at noon; when, with his fine hair 
diſheveled, his eyes ſwelled out of his 
head, and his ruffles all ſtained with 
claret, he entered my dreſſing-room, 
ſaying, * My dear I beg your pardon, 
but I have been amongſt a ſet of mad 
fellows, who have kept me up all night 
a drinking, which I bate,” ſaid he, 
gaping and ſtretching himſelf. The 
figure he then made excited my pity z 
and the little arts his vices reduced him 
to the neceſſity of making uſe of, al- 
moſt raiſed my contempt; yet I was 
pleaſed to find, that he had (till delicacy 
enough left to wiſh to conceal his faults 

Vor. II, = -; from 
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from me I therefore accepted the ex- 
cuſe, and, wich a half ſmile, told him, 
That I could not be ſo cruel as to up- 
braid him, ſince his grime, I perceived, 
had brought its puniſhment along with 
it g for 1 thought he looked very ill.“ 
Fe replied.“ That he yas fo in reality, 
and would therefore go and lay down 
upon the bed for an hour or two, in 

hopes that a little ſleep would compoſe 
- his head, and do him good. 

From this period, during a ſeries of 
ſome months, I never ſaw him but he 
Was either in liquor, or in ſuch a ſtate 
of low ſpirits and ill- humour, as render- 
ed it impoſſible for me, either to do or 
Tay any thing to pleaſe him; nay, 1 
often thought that the very ſight of me 

irritated his bile, and made him craſs; 
and perhaps that might be the reaſon 
-why he was ſo much from me; for be 
very ſeldom lay at home, and, unleſs 
ſometimes by ä hardly ever 

I _ 
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ſpent a quarter of an hour in his com- 
pany. At my deſire we had long ſlept 
in ſeparate apartments: To diſguiſe the 
real reaſon for my making this requeſt, 
I alledged, „That the late hours he 
kept dilturbed me; and that when he 
was a little heated with wine, it was 
much more eligible to ſleep alone, than 
to be tumbled into my bed by two 
footmen, which had been ſeveral times 
the caſe.” To theſe arguments he 
brought no manner of oppoſition, but, 
on the contrary, acknowledged them 
juſt, and readily agreed to my propoſal. I 
believe he thought Ine ver reaſoned bet- 
ter in my life, than Idid at that moment. 
I (found myfelf now as much diſ- 
engaged, and my time as mueh my 
. own, as if 1 had not been married; 
à ſituation which, to ſome of my 
ſex, would, I make no doubt, have 
had its charms; but it had none for 
me: 1 was too wretched to reliſn pub- 
-i _— - lic 
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he places, cards 1 difliked, and viſits of | 
ceremony had ever been my averſion 
thus diſqualified for entering into the 
gay world, I fpent moſt” of my time 
with my books at home, as I ſeldom 
went out, unleſs it was to ſee one or 
two of my neareſt neighbours, amongſt 
whom there was a widow lady, of about 
forty years of age, a ſenſible, well-bred 
woman; her name was Madam Bertram; 
ſhe had ſpent her youth between Paris 
and Verſailles; her huſband was a lieu- 
tenant-general, and; on his death, ſhe 


| Had retired to the place of her birth, 


which was Marſeilles. This lady had 
conceived a friendſhip for me, and uſed 
frequently, by ber lively and agreeable 
converſation, to diſſipate, at leaſt in 
ſome meaſure, the chagrin which de- 
voured me: She would often, good- 
humouredly, chide me for being ſuch a 
recluſe, but never enquired into the 
_ which induced 5 this 


pru- 
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prudent reſerve of her's endeared her to 

me; for, as never could have brought 
myſelf. to reveal my huſband's faults, 
we muſt probably have quarrelled, had 


e been more. inquiſitive: However, I 
lie ve ſhe had too much penetration 


not to gueſs at the cauſe of my me- 
lancholy. |, 
One day, when our mewn had 
taken a moral turn, ſhe ſaid, That, 
according to her apprehenſion of things, 
ſhe. thought that the falſe prejudices we 
imbibed in our infancy, like Original 
Sin, were the true cauſes of our future 
miſery; for, (continued ſhe) we are al- 
ways hearing that ſuch a road leads to 
happineſs; that if we do ſo and ſo, we 
ſhall be as happy as the day is long. 
Thus happineſs is always pointed out to 
us as a goal to which numbers daily ar- 
rive, when, in fact, there is no ſuch 
thing to be found on earth; nor, in my 
opinion, did the Great Diſpoſer of all 
M3 . Things 
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Things ever intend it as an appepage to 
his creature, Man; but, on the con- 
trary, has made this world a ſtate of 
probation; in which he is, from his ſuf- 
ferings and fortitude in bearing them, 
to merit a better exiſtence hereafter. 
Now, (continued ſhe) were we to be- 
gin life wich this idea, the truth of 
which experience will infallibly teach 
us, Tam of opinion, that we ſhould re- 
volt leſs againſt misfortunes when they 
befel us, and rejoice more heartily at 
any agrecable event which might arrive, 
than we do at preſent, whilſt we think 
happineſs attainable, and that we are 
injured if it does not fall to our lot. 
Another great error of the human mind, 
(qaid ſhe, ) is, that we ſuppoſe our nature 
to be more perfect than it is, and con- 
ſequently wonder that any one ſhould 
uſe us ill; that they ſhould, under the 
maſk of friendſhip and benevolence, 
betray and injure us, is matter of aſto- 
md ment to our ſenles, waen juſt en 
5 tered 
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which, 1 think LaBruyere's, or, rather, 
Theophraſtus's maxim, ſhould be early 
taught young people, which ſays * 
Let us not be angry with mankind. 
on ſeeing their hardneſs of heart, their 
ingratitude, their injuſtice, their pride, 
their love of themſelves, and diſregard, 
of others; they were made ſo; it is 
their nature; one might as well be an- 
gry at the ſtone for falling, or the fire 
for aſcending. I eaſily perceived the 
drift of my friend's diſcourſe, aud told 
her, I begged leave to obſerve, That 
LaBruyere's characters were ſometimes 
painted too ſtrong, and always traced, 
by the hand of miſanthropy.“ She re- 
Plied. That perhaps. the colouring, 


* Te nown emportons point contre les hommes 
en voyant leur duretẽ, leur ingratitude, leur in- 
juſtice, leur fierte, Pamour d'eux memeset l'ou- 
bh des autres ; ils ſont ainſi faits, c'eſt leur na- 
ture, C'eſt ne pouvoir ſupporter, me pierre, 


tombe,ou que le le ſeu s' ẽleve. 
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might ſometimes be too high, but that 
the canvas was always truth.“ G en 
About this time there arrived at 
Marſeilles, on his road to rah, à young 
Engliſh Nobleman, of an agreeable fi- 
gure and genteel addreſs; I had known 
him a boy in England; he claimed ac - 
quaintance with me, and in conſequence 
paid me a viſit, which Mr. #/illiams re- 
turned, and affured his Lordſhip, that 
both himſelf and wife would always be 
glad of the honour of his company; ac- 
cordingly he came very often to our 
Houſe, both by invitation and without. 
J obſerved, that Mr. Williams affected 
to leave his Lordſhip and me together as 
much as poſſible, and would even fre · 
quently find an excuſe for being from 
home, when he had invited this young 
| Nobleman to dinner, and I knew no- 
thing of it, till I ſaw him enter the room. 
A repetition of this ſort of behaviour 

Ag do ſhock me, as I thought I fa 


by 


” * - 
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by it, that my huſeand wiſhed me to 
have an intrigue, or at leaſt the reputa- 


Gentleman. Alarmed bythis ſuſpicion, 
determined to be upon my guard; in 
order to which, I gave orders, the next 
day, that I would never be at home to 
Lord —, but when Mr. Williams was 
at home. By. this means, his Lordſhip 
bad been frequently refuſed the door; 
when one day my buſbaad ſaid to me, 
4 am uſt come from Lord , who 
2 that you are always 
I told his Lordſhip, he muſt be 
— at pn believed there was 
not a woman in France who ſtayed half 
ſo much at home as you did:“ Then 
looking, at me, he added, How hap- 
pens this, Madam?“ I rephed, It is 
very eaſily accounted for, Sir; ſince your 
being always out, makes me careful of 


the viſitors I receive at home; and I 


ben neee 
ut 


tion of having one, with this young - 
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but thoſe ho ate of my own ſex, when 
you ate abſent, that hᷣ may, at leaſt, not 
draw upon myſelf the cenſure of the 
world.“ My God, what a prude you 
are grawn N (exclaimed he.) Why, One 
would think you had been educated in 
Spain! There was a time (I an- 
ſwered, with a ſigh)! when ſuch a re- 
ſerved conduct would have been (if not 
ridiculous); at leaſt unneceſſary; but 
when a woman has the misfortune to be 
neglected by the objeQof her affections, 
the world is apt to ſuppoſe that ſhe will 
ſeek either her conſolation or revenge 
in forming another attachment; now _ 
as this manner of ſhewing my ſenſibi-;/ 
lity of the injury is both foreign to my 
principles and heart, I ſhall uſe all the 
precautions in my power to prevent 
its being attributed to me.“ Here 
I pauſed ; he, whiſtling, ſaid, Vou 
are your own miſtreſs, Madam, and 
therefore may do what you pleaſe; I. 
4 | have 
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have no notion of reſtraining any bo- 
dy's inclinations, © not I; ” and io ſay- 
ing, he went out of the room. A 
few days after this, Mr. Williams told 
me, that I .ord\—— would ſup with 
us that evening: “ And, in order 
not to wound vour ſuperlative delicacy, 
Madam, (ſays he,) Iwill moſt certainly 
be at home.” I replied, „It is very 
well; adding; “that I thought his 
Lordſhip a very agreeable, entertaining 
companion, and ſhould be always glad 
to ſee him, when Icould doit with pro- 
priety.“ la the afternoon Lord 
came, according to appointment, and 
Mr. Williams was at home to receive 
him. The former part of the evening 
paſtagreeably enough, till, unfortunate- 
ly, I happened to have the head-ach; 

and fooliſhly ſaid, laying my hand 
upon my forehead, Good God, I 
wiſh my head was off, it aches ſo; that 
it makes me quite ſtupid!” & God for- 

bid, 
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| 2 ſong xclaimed Lord —,)I would not 
* for a thouſand pounds; 
— are very few to. be found ſo well 
conſtructe ed as ĩt is.” 1 ſmiliogly replied, 

« Your, ordſhip is. very obliging, to 
ſet io great a value upon it; but 1, who 
am better acquainted with it than you 
ate, and know its defects, think it of 
very little conſequence whether it is off, 
or on.“ Mr. Williams obſerved, . That 
he did not believe any woman's head 
could be worth five pounds; and that 
their whole perſon could never amount 
to the value of the ſum his Lordſhip 
had ſet upon the head only.“ This he 
ſaid, laugbing, My Lord replied, in the 
ſame tone, Why, Mr. Williams, l am 
ſure you would not be willing to part 
with you Lady for a thouſand pounds, 
though you would feem to hold her in 
ſo lecke denten.“ Indeed, my 
Lord, but I would, (anſwered Mr. Witk- 


Hems,)and that with all my heart;, as L. 
4 at 
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at preſent, want wobey, woch more 
than 1 do my wife.” The manner in 
which my Fuſband ſpoke theſe” words 
piqued me to the ſoul; and I felt my 
cheeks glow with reſentment and indig- 
nation: I ſaid nothing, however; but, 
ariſing from my ſear, went to the win- 
dow.” You would be very forry to be 
taken at your word,” (faid Lord — to 
Mr. Williams, continuing the converſa- 
tion.) Not in the leaſt, (replied the 
latter,) and, as a proof that I am in 
earneſt, I will, this moment, ring for 
pen, ink, and paper, and confirm, under 
my hand, the exchange I offered you.“ 
He then rang the bell; Lord—looked 
furprized, yer ſtill (I believe) thoughr 
him in joke. When theſervant brought 
the paper, &c. Mr. Williams ſaid, 
„Well, my Lord, do you draw upon 


your banker for a thouſand pounds, and 
I will give you a formal renunc iation of 
al wy right anch ride to the perſon of 


_ 
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my wife;in your favour, to which I will 
ſet my band and ſeal; which accord- 
ingly he did; and Lord preſented 
him with the draught for the money. 
.at all this while ſtupified with aſto» 
niſhment at this extraordinary ſcene, and 
once interrupted them by ſaying, That 
Mr. Williamss having renounced all 
right and title to me, could not make 
me become the property of another, but 
only left me miſtreſs of myſelf.” This 
1 ſaid between anger and jeſt, not being 
able to conceive my huſband could poſ- 
ſibly be ſerious in ſuch an affair; I, 
therefore, expected every moment to ſee 
the papers flung into the fire, and the 
farce finiſn; but how was I amazed, 
when 1 ſaw Mr. Williams put the note 
into his pocket, and, advancing towards 
me, take my hand, Which he immedi- 
ately attempted to put into Lord “s, 
ſaying, There Madam, I reſign you 
to that Gentlemanzhoping that he will 
3 | make 
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make you abetter huſband than I have 
done.“ I drew my hand with precipi- 
tation, from him, and, looking in his 


face with an air of anger and con- 
tempt, ſaid, . Baſe, and inh umanman; 
you have, indeed, ruined both my peace 
and fortune, but my honour's my own, 
and whilſt 1 preſerve it unſullied, 1 


Hatter myſelf chat ĩt will raife me above 


your inſolent uſage of me, as well as the 
baſe machinations, you have, and may 
hereafter make uſe of, ia order to 
level me with yourſelf, and your dirty 

connections.“ As to you, my Lord, 

(1 aid, turning to him,) I am ſenſible, 
that, as a man of gallantry, you could 
not refuſe a Lady, when ſhe was offered 
to you; I therefore have no reproaches 

to make you upon the ſubject, eſpeci- 
ally as I have a right to hope, that your 
Lordſhip's opinion of me was of a na- 

ture, not to admit ofa thought injurious 
to my honour; I therefore ſuppoſe, that 
1 you 
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which has juſt paſt, as I did, comme um jen 
d egſan ſhall moſt certainly take care, 
that your draught for the money ſhall 


be returned to youto-morrow morning, 
and I beg your Lordſhip willooblige me, 


by not ſuffering any part of this fooliſh, 
unguarded action, of Mr, Williams, to 
tranſpire.” He gave me his word of 


honour that he would not; and then; 


wick a reſpectful bow, preſented me 
with my huſband's deed of convey- 
ance of me to his Lordſhip; at the 


ſame time proteſting to me, That a 


right over my perſon, without having 
an intereſt in my heart, was an honour 
to which he had never aſpired;“ he 
therefore begged leave to aſſure me, 
that he had never preſumed to have a 
thought which could give the ſmall, 
ek wound to m drlichey'; "— 


A 
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that he hoped I would have the. good- 
neſs to pardon his having beenthe inno- 

cent cauſe of giving me pain. To 
which I replied, Tha: I did not think 
hisLordſhip in the leaſt to blame.“ Mr. 
Williams, who had, no doubt, liſtened 
to this converſation, when it was over 
attempted to appear with his uſual air 
of caſe and galety, but Icould perceive, 
that the latter part of the ſcene had not 
afforded him much entertainment. Lord 
—— ſaw-it, as well as me, and there- 
fore very prudently went away, almoſt 
as ſoon as ſupper was over. 

When he was gone, [ſat myſelf down 
in an elbowchair, oppoſite my huſband, 
whom Iaſked in a calm, but firm voice, 
« How he would have acted was he in 
my place, and had juſt been treated in 
the ignominious manner I had been?” 
He looked ſu:prized at the queſtion, 
and then anſwered, carelefsly, Why, 
I ſhould have gone with Lord —— ? 
1 replied, I dare fay you would.” I 
Vol. II. N then 
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then told him, that I muſt inſiſt, on his 
giving me the note for the thouſand 
pounds, inorder that l mig ht ſend it back 
early in the morning to Nis Lordſhip : 

He deluſed it, ſaying, That he wanted 
the Money now, and would pay it at his, 
kiſure.” I endeayoured to ſhew bim 
both the meanneſs and impropriety 
of ſuch a proceeding: He anſwere d, 
« That Neceſſity had no Law; and that 
he muſt either have that money, or go 
to priſon.“ I ſaid, (looking at him, 
andſhaking my head) * Unhappy, miſ-. 
taken man! theſe are the difficulties; into 
which vice plunges all her yotaries., 
Do you think, (continued I) that the. 
companions of your riots, for whoſe . 
fakes you have ſacrificed your health, 

reputation,and fortune, will either 12 
or conſole you in the hour of adverſity 
and affliction? No, believe me, Mr... | 
Williams, a vicious heart is equally in- 


capable of pity, as of generoſity ; and 
* is the offspring of . a 
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lone: Don't, tbetefore, flitter GurlelF 
that you have any friend ro app ly'to in 
FLAT diftreſs; the worthy part 0 of - 
your acquaintance will think it unpar- 

donable to ſupport you in the purſuit of 
your debaucheries ; and the others will 
fly from the man, who can no longer 
gratify their appetites z even your Fa- 
time's love of you, is not, I fancy, of 
that refined nature, as to ſtand the teſt 
of poverty and a priſon, There was a 
time, Mr. Vi Miams, when to me the 
deſerts of Libya, or the moſt loathſome 
Jail, would have been diveſted of their 
terrors, by the charms of your ſociety; 
but a long ſeries of ſufferings, and ill 
treatment, have, at laſt, reſtored me 
in ſome meaſure, to reaſon ; or rather, 
perhaps, I am. obliged to deſpair for 
ſome part of my cure: For whilſt I had 
the leaſt remaining hope of reclaiming 
you by my. patience and tenderneſs, I 
ſuffered from overy neglect, or unkind 


look of. your's, pangs which, your un- 
N 2 feeling 
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ferlng hextt can never know 3 but as 
oon as I was convinced, to demonſtra- 
tion, that you had renounced every vir- 
tue which adorns humanity, and adopt- 
ed every vice which diſhonours it, 1 
ceaſed: attempting to ſtem the torrent; 
and, turning: my eyes inward, ſought 
peace in my own breaſt, Gnce | found 
© oof denied me every where elſe. I never 
meant to upbraid you, Mr, Williams, 
nor ſhould do it now, only to juſtify 
the ſtep Tam going to take, which is 
that of © ſeparating myſelf from you; 
your contemptuous neglect of me, would 
never have induced me to have left you; 
but I am now convinced, that my ho- 
nour is not ſafe in your hands; there- 
fore the duty I owe both to myſelf and 
family, obliges me to leave your roof, 
and to ſeek an aſylum in the arms of 

2 * relations and friends in England.” 
Here I ended this long harangue, to 
„ich he made no kind of anſwer, ei- 


they by fign or word, but fat ſilent, 
look- - 
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looking attentively at the fire; ſo fhd- 
Ing he did bot ehuſe to talk, I took one 
of his hands, and putting it to my 
mouth, I kiſſed it, ſaying, with a ſigh, 
which rent my boſom, * Good night, 
my once dear George.” | then haſten- 
ed out of the room as quick as I could, 
for fear he ſhould perceive, by my 
falling tears, how falſely L had boaſt- 
cd ot an inſenſibility, my heart was, 
bp in realicy, a ſtranger to, with regard 
to him. I _ went to bed, but not 
to ſleep; I revolved in my mind all 
that had paſſed that evening, and was 
weak enough to upbraid myſelf for ha- 
ving ſpoke to my huſband, in terms, 
Which, I feared, might have given him 
pain; it is true, I had determined to 
Icave him, but then, by ſo doing, Iwas 
thoroughly perſuaded, that I ſhould 
cauſe him no uneaſinc(s; for which rea- 
| fon, I was at a loſs to find out to what 
 Toughtroartrribute his obſtinate ſilence, 
| RUN the whole time that I was telling 
1 1088 36) - him 
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him ofchis faules, ini ſhort. I was ap · 
prehenſiye chat i had bath offended and 
vexedihim, and that thought kept me 
upon the rack till) morning, when, 
ſent my. loye to hin, and deſited to 
| know hom he did? My maid return- 
ing, ſaid, Madam, my.. maſter. has 
not been in bed laſt; night, nor has he 
ever quitied the parlour ſince you left 
him in it, and I think he looks like 
death, continued che girl. Good 
God, (L replied, ) is it poſſible! What 
can he the matter with him? How does 
he dot What did he ſay ? All theſe 
queſtions L;aſked-in a breath; to which 
my maid anſwered, Madam, my maſ- 
ter ſends his love to you, thanks you 
for your. obliging enquities after his 
health, and ſays he is as well as he ever 
wiſhes to be, and bid me give you this 
paper, deſiring you to diſpoſe of it as 
you ſhall. think proper.” On looking at 
it, I found it was Lord, is draught 
I been a Imme- 
a diately 
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diately ſealed pi with a <otyphimeie, 
and ſent to his Lordſhip. I then went 
to viſit my huſpand: I found him write 
ing; upon which I heſitated a moment 
at the door, being doubtful whether I 
ought to interrupt him or not; When, 
perceiving me, he ſaid, in a faint voice, 
<' Come in, Madam, I have now no 
ſecrets which 1 would wiſh to conceal 
from you.“ Ne got up and reached me 
a chair; when we were both ſeated, 
wu Mrs. Milliumt, (ſays he,) Iwas writing 
to my father, giving him an account 
of the reaſons and cauſes of this our fa- 
tel feparation from each other. I beg, 
Madam, that you will be ſo obliging as 
to deliver it yourſelf into my father's 
own hand, as it will entirely exculpate 
you, in his and my mother's opinion, 
of any errors in my conduct, of which 
they may have thought youthe author 


this is now the only reparation that re- 
mains in my power to make you, Char- 
Janne, for all the injuries Thave done you, 


and 
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and Hie ate triech'more numerous 
than ycut gencrous hature ever could 
ſuppoſe them to be“ fo faying, he put 
bis handkerchief to his eyes, which, I 
could perceive; were full of water; he 
then preſented to me the letter he had 
been writing to his father, defiring me, 
at the ſame time, to read it: I did ſo: It 
contained a minute detail of all the fal- 
fities which he had told him, and his mo- 
ther, of me, accuſing him ſelf of bringthe 
ſole authorof all the indiſere tions which 
he had committed ſince his marriage; 
he then ſhows them how contraty to my 
opinion, nay, even to my entreaties, the 
greateſt part of his conduct had been 
ſince our union; he proceeds to praiſe 
my prudence, ꝓatience, c. and then 
lies out intoĩnyectives againſt his father, 
upbraiding him with being the original 
cauſe of his ruin, from his penury, by 
always ſtraitening him in his circum- 
ſtances in the firſt place, and in the ſe- 


ene, by engaging him to part with his 
wife, 
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wife, Who was the moſt perfect model 
of human perfection; be tells him, that 
now the meaſure of his follies, as well 
as his calamities, are full; that life is no 
longer (vu; portable, ſince he has loſtꝭ all 
which rendered itdeſi able, his beloved 
(barlotte; he begs be would obſerve, 
that he now tenounces all tics of blood 
for the future, with a man Who has 
brougat all his misfortunes upon him, 
as well as all ſorts. of connexion what- 
ſoevet, either with him, or any of his fa- 
mily he then recommends me ſtrong- 
ly to his care and protection, and ends, 
by bidding him farewell for ever. 
cannot paint to you, my dear Ade- 
laiae, my aſtoniſnment, on having pe- 
ruſed this extraordinary compoſition, 
which, as foon as | had / read, Mr. Vi. 
_ trams ſealed and delivered to me, with a 
look of ineffable tenderneſs and contri. 
tion. I was ata loſs what to think of 
this ſcene; I knew my huſb ind to have 
a great deal of art, and I did not think 
| this 
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zhis fuddden change of fentiment and 
conduct very natural, as I was thorough- 
convinced, that he had long ceaſed to 
4ove me. I took the letter, however, 
Aying, „I found myſelf much edified 
At his candour and generoſity, but that 
I begged he would believe me to be in- 
capable of making uſe of them to his 
diſad vantage; (adding, ) that the appro- 
dation of my own heart, I hoped, would 

de found ſufficient to ſupport me thro? 

the painful conflict 1 muſt" ſuffer, in 
parting with him, as well as the conſe. 
quences it might be attended with. 1 
| faid, I could never think of raifing my 
own fame on the ruins of his, and there- 
fore ſhould make no uſe of the letter he 
had juſt giren me.” row begged of 
bim to go to bed: He looked wildly at 
me, and anſwered, Tou are too good, 1 
Charlotte; Why do you concern your- 
{If about fuch a loſt wretch as I am?” 
IJ aſſured him, that on his health and 
vel fare, depende d, in a great meaſure, all 
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my future peace; Ltherefore intrrated 
bim, for my ſake, to take care of him- 
ſelf, and to let me conduct him into his 
room; for, in truth, he looked as if he 
was hardly able to ſtand, grief and want 
of ſleep had ſo fatigucd him. At laſt 
he complied, and 1 led him up: ſtairs, 
where, after having aided him to pull off 
bis coat, he got into bed, I then drew 
the curtains round him, and ſat myſelf 
down. on a chair by his bedſide, as 1 
really thought him ill. He ſeemed much 
agitated, and could not get to ſleep. I 
took hold of bis hand ſeveral times, and 
found it hot; I now grew apprehenſive 
that he was going to have a violent fe- 
ver, I therefore ſent immediately for a 
Phyſician, ho, on ſeeing him, ordered 
he ſhould be bled directly, ſayiag.“ He 
found his pulſe very irregular and fever- 
iſh,” Draughts, Sc. were preſcribed, | 
I never quitted Mr. Williams all that 
day, or the following night; he raved 
a en de al about Fatime, called her all 
ſerts 


ies The MMO Rs of 


ſorts of names, the moſt injurious he 
- could think ot ſometimes, and then he 
would fancy her wich him, and talk to 
ber du terms of the tendereſt kind; in 
ſhort, he continued light headed with 
the violence of the fever, till the fourth 
day after his being taken ill; when to 
' wards the morning he ſlept quietly for 
two hours, and then awaked ſeemingly 
much calmer and cooler than he had 
been ſince the beginning of his illneſs. 


Ducing all this interval of time, my 
1 was a perfect chaos; Grief, pity, 
reſentment, love, reaſon, and paſtion, 
were all at war in my breaſt. I had 00 

friend to conſult; none to whom, 1 
could unboſom the forrows which op- 
preſſed me, and from, whole - ſalutary 

counſel I might have hoped to have 
found conſolation. I there fore looked f 
up to Heaven, begging his aid, whd is 
the never failing comfort of his afflidtled 
creatures, when they addreſs him with a 
* Bent frce from e mes mine. 


Mr. 
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Mr. Malliums now grew viſibly better. 
I muſt not forget to tell you, that dur- 
ing the courſe of hisindilpoſivionyfeve- 
ral letters had been ſent to himobyhis 
miſtreſs, which, nowhe vas recovering, 
1 ventured to give him; and; in order 
that he might read them with the more 
conveniency, I retired to the other end 

ok the room. After having petuſed, 
them, he called me to him: Iwent: He 
took my hand, and, graſpingit tenderly 
he ſald, with a voice of deſpair, ] ſee 
Jam undone; paſt recovery, ſince you 
Can give me thele letters without any 
emotion. To what a degree of con- 
l tempt and indifference muſt be fallen 
in your opinion, when you can be thus 
infenſible on ſuch an occaſion?” ] re- 
plied, That uſe reconciled one to the 
greateſt misfortunes; (adding, ) that 
ſince I have loſt his heart, it was very 
"immaterial to me who poſſeſſed it.“ 
Cruel, inhuman Charlotte, (continued 
be,) you — me! I never ceaſed one 
Moment 
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momentto dove you; but an unpardona- 
blelevity in my nature, Vhich has been 
ſtrengthened by the prejudices of a falſe 
education, have, together, contributedto 


lead my ſenſes into errors my heart has 


ever been a ſtranger to. No, no, my 
lovely, my ever dear girl, (continued he, 
pulling me upon the bed to him,) by all 
that Saints hold ſacred, you are, and ever 
was, the only and ſole miſtreſs of my 
heart.“ I ſtruggled to diſengage myſelf 
from his arms, which, with ſome diffi- 
culty, I accompliſhed, and reſeated my- 
ſelf on a chair by his bed- ſide. He now 
began, in the moſt pathetic terms, to 
implore my forgiveneſs of all the 
wrongs I had ſuffered; when, to ſhew 
me the thorough contrition he had, for 


having ſo cruelly inflicted them on me, 


he confeſſed all the errörs of his paſt 
life; amongſt which, as he had before 
well obſerved, there were many which 
ſhould never have ſuſpected him to 
e been guilty of: His intrigue 4 


12080 
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Miſs; Beauford was not omited;comor 
were thoſe with twenty other; Miſſes 
whoſ: names I have forgot; aud q am 
glad of it, ſince it is not my intention 
to expoſe them. When he lad ended hia 
confeſſion, which was long, and charged 
with the molt ridiculous events, I told 
him what 1 knew of. his intimacy with 
Miſs Beauford; at which he appeared: 
ſurpriſed,as he had never ſuſpected my 
having any ſuſpicion of it. He no 
made the warmeſt encomiums on mx 
diſcretion. and goodneſs, at the fame: 
time accuſing hiqmſelf of being the un 
worthieſt of mankind;.he ſaid he was a 
reptile,. not deſerving, the honour of 
crawling at my feet; he begged me to 
cruſh him at once, by denying him par- 
don, and fo, put an end to all his tor - 
ments, as he neither could, nor would, 
live, without me. He ſwore he was 
abſolutely determined, that very day, to 
ſend Fatime back to Paris, proteſting, 
a be ſhould geyer more be able 0 
4 bear 
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bear either her ſightor name, ſiace ſhe 
had, at leaſt in a great meaſure, been 
the cauſe of his loſing his deareſt wife; 
* : he lamented his paſt crimes,declared his 
abhorrence of them, and vowed a future 
amendment. In ſhort, there was not'an 
art he left uneſſayed, in order to move 
my tenderneſs, compaſſion, and huma- 
nity; he knelt, wept, ſwore, intreat- 
ed, menaced his own life, and, in a 
word, wrought upon my affections ſo 
forcibly, that I ſunk into his arms, for- 
WE gave him all his paſt faults, and from a 
= - motive of generoſity, burnt his letter to 


| his father, as well as the decdof gift he 
had made of me to Lord——, in crcer 

that there ſhould be no veſtiges remain- 

ing, which were in my power to deſtroy, 

of his former ill conduct. From this 
| period, he became the fordeſt,:endereſt, 
ſobereſt of huſbands: he ſent away his 
miſtreſs as he had promiſed, with an in- 
tention, as I firmly believed, never to 
e 1 11.00 
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ſee her more, and without having ta- 
ken leave of her, as he affured me. 

I have been ſo totally abſorbed in the 
narration of this intereſting part of my 
hiſtory, Adelaide, as to have forgot in- 
f6tming you, that, pot long after our 
arrival at Mar/cilles, I bad received a let- 
ter from Sir Charles Stanly, to acquaint 
me, that S-phie and he were one. Mx 
fiſter, too, wrote upon the occaſion. She 
tells me, that her preſent happineſs is ſo 
_ great, that ſhe can hardly perſuade her- 
ſelf of its reality. Amidſt all my ſor- 
rows, this event gave me pleaſure. 


I now return to that part of my ſtory 
from whencel broke off. It was ſixweeks, 
or two months, ſince Mr. Wilkams's re- 
formation, when one evening, that he 
and I were alone, (which now frequent 
ly happened, at his own deſire,) I ob- 
ſerved to him, that I thought he was 
graver than uſual ; he replied, with a 
figh; «I was reflecting on the enormity, 

Vol. II. ">" "oF 74 
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as well as abſurdity, of . paſt con- 
duct, my Dear.“ I was going to reply, 
when he continued, ſaying, but I am 
ſufficiently, puniſhed for my faults, by 
the ſeverity with which I, now feel the 
conſequences of them.“ Here 1 inter- 
rupted him, by aſking, with trepidation, 
elf any misfortune had befallen him?” 
«None, but ſuch as I have drawn upon 
myſelf, (ſays he ʒ) ſince, in order to ſup- 
port my follies and extravagancies, am 
involved under ſuch a load of debt, as 
will be impoſſible for me to extricate 
myſelf from, unleſs I go overtoExgland, 
and ſo remit the money from thence; 
and even this I cannot do, unleſs, my 
creditors will take my promiſſory notes 
for their ſecurity, till I can pay the mo- 
ney, and that I am afraid they will never 
be brought to conſent to; as, when once 
I am out of the kingdom, they have 
nothing to rely on but my honour, for 
the payment of their bilis; there is, 


however, (continued he) nothing left 
* W . 


0 
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for it, but to try them; if they come 
into the propoſal; why well; if not, a 
piſtol muſt decide the buſineſs; for 1 
neither can, nor will, ever ſubmit to be 
crammed into a French jail, by ſuch raſ- 
cals.“ « Alas ! (eried I, turning my 
eyes up to Heaven) am I then never to 
know peace! Ho can you talk in ſuch 
a manner, Mr. Williams? You frighten 
me almoſt out of my ſenſes! Here he 
took hold of my hand, ſaying, * The 

ſorrows my indiſcretions have brought 
upon you, my good girl, are infinitely 
more afflicting to me, than any of my 
on; there, there, (faid hez) is the 
wound,“ (ſtriking his breaft with his 
hand, in a ſeeming agony.) I no uſed 
every argument in my power ts conſole 
him; I begged he wodld ininedwatety 
endeavour to get leave ot his creditors 
to go over to Exglam, promiſing then 
proper ſecurity for their money 10 a li- 
mited time after his arrival there: He 
told me, that he would calltheafrogethet 
"Mm n - mis 
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the next day; and offer the propoſal to 
them. I then begged of him to make 
his mind as eaſy as he could, aſſuring 
him, That my happineſs was centred 
im the poſſeſſion of his love and friend- 
ſhip, and that whilſt J enjoyed them, I 
was invulnerable to all the attacks of 
adverſe fortune.“ He replied, That I 
was in every thing the delight and 
conſolation of his life.“ mars 
Two days after this converſation Mr. 


£ 1 


Williams acquainted me, & That he bad 


reer 


mind, (ſaid he, ſtarting up from the 
chair he was fitting 0n,) to go to them 
this moment, and tell them, that they 
may do their worſt; (when, letting him- 
ſelf. fall gently. into his feat again, he 
ſaid, in a ſoft, plaintive voice,) they 
ps 2 5 ſhall 
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ſhall not oblige me to give up what is 
dearer to me than life, or liberty, I 
mean your company, my dear Charlotte. 
My company, (I replied,) Mr. Wil- 
liams! what can my company have to do 
with your creditors ?“ - Why, my 
love, (ſaid he) the fellows I haye to deal 
with, are a pack of mechanical ſcoun - 
drels, who have no notion of taking a 
Gentleman's word; for which reaſon, 
they yeſterday, at a meeting we had, 
unanimouſly: agreed, that, unleſs I left 
you, my Angel, behind me, as a pledge 
for my return, they would never conſent 
to my quitting the town, much leſs the 
kingdom ; but, I am abſolutely deter- 
mined never to comply with this, their 
unreaſonable propoſal, (ſaid my huſ- 
band,) and ſo 1 know what J have to 
expect.“ Here he ceaſed ſpeaking, and 
looked at me, as if he wiſhed me to give 
my ſentiments upon the ſubject. I did 
ſo, by telling him, © That Iwas but too 
ſenſible how cruel the ſeparation from 
03 him 


s WH ME MOTR S of 


him would be to me; I obſerved, that 
the being left alone in a foreign country, 
fo many hundred leagues from all my 
friends and relations, was a painful 
conſideration; but, in the dreadful 
alternative which now preſented itſelf 
to my view, I added, I could not he- 
ſitate in the choice, ſince I moſt 
certainly preferred the | being miſera- 
ble myſelf, to the torture of ſeeing 
him ſo; I therefore begged of him to 
go immediately to England, and leave 
me as a hoſtage for his honour, ſince a 
jail muſt be the inevitable conſequence 
of his non-compliance with this article 
of the convention made with his credi- 
tors.” When I had done ſpeaking, he 
caught me to his arms, preſſed me to 
his boſom, and ſaid all that Gratitude, 
Senſibility, and Love could dictate; ad- 
mired my generoſity, praiſed my forti- 
tude, and thanked me at leaſt a thou- 
ſand times; for the confidence I had ſo 
nobly placed in him; in ſhort, the next 
day 
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day he packed up what was juſt neceſ- 
ſary for his journey, and, with only one 
ſervant to attend him, ſer off for Paris, 
from hence he was to go directly to 
Calais, and ſo on to London... -: 
I took leave of Mr. Millam. with an 
unuſual depreſſion of ſpirits; I felt as if 
my ſou] was, at that moment; ſeparat- 
ing from my body: I gazed on him 
with unutterable tenderneſs and ſorrow, 
and, flinging myſelf on my knees, I 
intreated him to remember, that my life 
depended on his welfare, and my peace 
and happineſs on his ſpeedy return. I 
tepreſented to trim the deplorable ſitua- 
tion in which he now left me, without 
friends, and with very little money, and 
lels credit. 1 conjured him to continue 
to love me, to take care of himſelf; 
and then, holding him faſt by one of 
his hands, which Ipreſſed between both 
mine, my eyes ſtreatning with tears, 


ng 055 . almoſt burſting my 
i Or breaſt, 


— — — 
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b 
5 moment, I thought I did ſo for ever. | 


reaſtzuI:bid him adieu, and o in that 


(Reaſon, though ſhe had long been ſi- 
lenced; by the poweriof affection, yet, 
now and then, would give a feeble tap 


at my breaſt; and it was ſhe, doubt 


leſs,*who. propheſied i in the moment I 


am ſpeaking of; ſhe had frequently. 
tried to awaken me from the profound 
lethargy my huſband's apparent refor- 


mation had thrown me into; but I ſup- 
preſſed all her admonitions, rather chu- 
ſing to give way to an illuſion, which, 
whilſt it laſted, was pleaſing, than to 


. ſuffer prudence to create doubts in my 


mind, which muſt infallibly have Catmp-? 
ed the preſent enjoyment; not conſider- 


ing (as I ought to have done, ) that the 
man who only falls from his level, will 


probably hurt himſelf much leſs, than 
he who tumbles off a precipice. I have 
found this reflection, however, of ſin- 


gular fervice to me, on many occaſions 


| ſince. But to my den. 
ne, | As 


G 
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As ſoon as my huſband was gone, I 
drew my es pences intgasnartawwoom- 
paſs. as I poſſibly could; but, ache had 
left me only ten guineas in caſh, he 
could not expect it to laſt very: long ; 
boyever, as L had ten of my own, hic 
I had, ſaved, rather than purchaſe a 
gown with it, for which purpoſe Mr. 
Williams. had given it me, ) I flattered 
myſelf, that, with, good cecongmy,, I 
might make this ſum hold out till his 
return, which he had promiſed, and 
ſwore, ſhould be in ſix weeks at fartheſt. 
L was po left at leiſure, to revolve o- 
ver, in my memory, all che occurrences 
of my paſt life, which, in order to do 
with the more preciſion, I put them 
down upon paper; and, it is from theſe 
papers, that I now collect (in a great 


meaſure at leaſt) the facts which I here 


narrate to you. Upon examining the 


tranſactions of a; few months paſt, I 
could not avoid condemniog, in my 
own opinion, my too great eaſineſs of 


temper, 


' 
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temper, as well as diſiatereſtedneſs, on 
ſevetal occaſions. I foreſaw, with ter- 
Tor, the conſequences which might re- 
ſult from ſuch a conduct; yet I withed 
to think well of the man I loved, 
though I could not diſguiſe to my rea- 
fon, that I had acted imprudently, in 
having placed ſo unreſerved a n. 
dence in Mr. Williams. | 
I ! be firſt letter I received from him 
was dated Paris; he tells me in it, 

* That he has only juſt ſtopped there 
to change horſes, ſuch is his impatience 

to arrive in England, in order that he 
may- finiſh his affairs the quicker, and, 
conſequently, return the ſooner to me; 
ſays he is in a violent hurry, and con- 
cludes, your's, G. N. -l thought his 
Mile cool and laconic, but attributed 
it to his being fatigued, and perhaps 
preſſed for time. The next I had from 
him was dated London; in it he tells 
me, hat he finds a great deal of dif- 
fioulty — the money; that his 
father 
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father is much out of humour with him 
upon the old ſubject; and that, it mort, 
he is almoſt mad, not knowing what in 
the world to do; he adds, however, 
that he is determined to bring the old 
man to terms by one means or other: 
Nay, (ſays he,) I will ſwear chat PH 
- fire through my head, if he don't re- 
lieve me: This threat, I fancy, will 
frigliten him out of his money, and 
then [ſhall inſtantly fly to my dear girl, 
on the wings of affection, as her abſence 
is the greateſt of all evils: e then in- 

treats of me to keep up my ſpirits, and 
promiſes not to exceed the ſix weeks 
leave of abſence (as he calls it).“ This 
letter quieted, in ſome meaſure, my 
fears, and a fecond, third, and fourth, of 
the ſame nature, lulled me into perfect 
tranquillity. The people, to whom he 
owed money, viſited me frequently, al. 
ways enquiring when I expected Mr. 
Milliams home ? I read them ſeveral 
de in his letters, which ſeemed 


21. | ta 
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to kexp them in FP Rene Raman 
205 my treating them always Vith 
cand Mf and civility, they contracted a 
kind of eſteem for, he, which turned 
out to he of {Gn gular = vice. on 
; 3 now paſſed a fortnight 8 
having received a line from my huſ- 
band; when one day, that I was fitting 
alone, my footman came into the room, 
and preſented me with a packet of letters 
from England. I immediately ſought 
for Mr. Milliams's hand, and, having 
found it, ſelected it from the reſt, my 
heart palpitating with the hope, that, as 
his time of abſence was clapſed within a 
day or two, he would here mention the 
day he purpoſed to return. IL broke 
the ſeal with precipitation, and read as 
follows: n Hassi jn. 5500 Dh 
„Madam, Lbeg, for your on peace, 
you would forget that I am your huſ- 
band, as I have forgot that you are my 
wife; ** nee r 
nn enen gage 


* young; and agreeable; with theſe qua- 
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gage your father tö fake you Ly p44 
his Houle büt found? tp 46g rely 
averfe'to any Papal of this Eint "nay, 
indeed, he poſiti ly ſaid he would have 
nothing to do with you. Now, Madam, 
25 1 Know you have à great' ſhare of 
ſtoical philoſophy, I fincerely with it 
may be of ſervice to you in yobt pre- 
ſent critical firuation: If you will mike 
4 proper uſe of your underſtending, 
you' may, for aught I know, be much 
| happier than you have ever been ſince 
we were united; you are handſome, 


 bries,' you cannot fail of finding 
friends; and I don't counſel you to 
Pruactiſe virtues, which I myſelf cannot 
attain to. I am, Madam, your me 
and obedient ſervant, G.. 
*. PAH ipt. I have no money, fo can- 
not remit any at the preſent; however, 
you may always depend on ſharing my 


fottane with me; the half ef it hall 


be your's, let its aug mentation be ever 


- 
% 
: - 
4 ” 
————— Ione — ́ —— — — - 


206 The bee 5 'of | 
ſo great. 1 leave this morn» 
Ing; it is no matter where I am going; 
any letters you may chooſe to honour 
me with, will find me, by being directed 
to me at , Eſq; in the Temple; 
* Ap None Fanny de The, / HER 
trogique, ma Chere.” 

I had no ſooner read this letter, chan 
1 imagined that ſomebody gave me a 
violent ſtroke croſs the breaſt, a flaſh of 
lightning ſeemed to have gone croſs my 
eyes, and1 fell ſenſeleſs upon the floor; 
from this time, till ſeveral days aſter- 
wards, I knew nothing which happened 
to me. When one morning perceived, 
by the glimmering of returning ſenſe, 
that I was in a darkiſh room, and in 
bed. I aſked, Who was there?“ and 
was anſwered, by a ſoft female voice, 
« My dear Mrs. Williams, I am here, 
and ſincerely rejoice to hear you ſpeak; 
1 I did not, indeed, think I ever ſhould 
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But, for God's ſake, don't be tragical, ny 
Dl 
have 
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have had that pleaſure again; do not 
offer to talk, Madam, (continued the 
voice) you are very ill, but be aſſured 
that yau are amongſt your friends, xho 
will, with Pleaſure, take every imagina- 
e care of you,” The confuſion of my 
ideas, joined to the weakneſs of my 
body, rendered me, at that time, inca- 
ble of underſtanding what my guar- 
dian angel ſaid to me; I therefore 
made no reply, (as I have ſince been 
told.) ſor then I knew nothing of the 
matter; the violence of the fever had 
ſeized my head, fo that, happily, 1 
felt no idea forcibly enough to give me 
une alineſs. I was, during the greateſt 
part of my illneſs, almoſt continually 
aſleep; from this ſtate of negative hap- 
pineſs they cruelly rouſed me, by the 
force of medicine, accompanied with the 
| molt affiduous and tender care of me: 
As my health returned, my ſenfes, by - 
degrees,recovered their vigouralfo,and 
by that means plunged me again into 
the 


*F F 
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_ the deepeſt deſpair.” An old Phyſician 
ol merit, who attended me during my 
illneſs, told me one day,“ He perceived, 
with infinite concern, that my diſeaſe at 
preſent lay in the mind, and for that rea- 
ſon, it was out of the reach of his art to 
cure; he begged I would be my own 
Doctor, ſince it was in my power to do 
myſelf more good in one day, than all 
the Faculty * could do 1 in a 
twelve-month.” | 

I now knew my charitable, kind 
nurſe,to be my neighbour, Madam Ber- 
tram, and, on ſeeing her ſtand at the 
foot of my bed, I aſked her, © Ho 
ſhe came there?” She told me with a 
ſmile, © That ſhe had neverquitted my 
room for a moment, ſince the day on 
which was taken ill, and that ſne even 

ſlept in it, as I might ſee if I opened 
my curtain, as her bed was placed cloſe 
to mine.” I then begged of her to nar- 
rate to me, what had happened ſince the 


| moment that I had loſt my ſenſcs. She 
told - 
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told me, That my maid, going into 
the parlour, about ten minutes after the 
footman had delivered the letters to 
me, found me (as ſhe then thought,) 


dead upon the floor. The poor girl 
ſhrieked out, which brought the other 


ſervants to her aſſiſtance; they immedi- 

ately laid you upon a bed, and ſent for 
a Surgeon, at the ſame time that your 
maid came to me, wringing her hands, 
and crying out, that ſhe had loſt. her 
dear, good miſtreſs! The girl frighted 


me. exceſſively, as you may ſuppoſe, 


(ſaid Madame Bertram.) I aſked her 
what ſhe meant? She replied, « Come 
and ſee, Madam; pray come and ſee 
my Lady dead!” I followed the girl 
home, where I found you, Madam, in 
the Surgeon's hands, ſeemingly lifeleſs: 
He was opening a vein, which bled a 
little; he then ordered you to be put to 
bed, and defired a Phyſician might im- 
mediately be ſent for. He was ſo. I. 
aſked him, © What he thought of 
Vor. II. * you?” 
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you?” He ſhock his head, and an- 
wWered, © He would: tell me more of 
his mind the next day.“ The violence 
of your fever, together with the deliri- 
um which attended ie, alarmed us all, 
for ſeveral days, eſpecially as the Doc- 
tors declared you in a very dangerous 
ſtate. You Know the reſt, ſaid my 
friend, excepting the joy which we al} 
feel on your recovery, which, as we 
are unable to deſcribe, # brow Way de e. 

ver ignorant of. IC 


I had no words which <vatd expreſs 
what felt upon this occaſion ; fo, hav- 
ing looked at her, I hid my face in the 
pillow, without ſpeaking a word. Lou, 
my dear Adelaide, are well acquainted 
with this worthy woman's name and 
character, fince you have frequently 
heard me expreſs the lively ſenſe I till, 
andi ever fhall, retain of her maternal 
care of me, You have alſo often feen 
me.dep lore her loſs with tears, She 


F died, as is yOu have. heard me ſay, in my 
- * - arts 
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arms, af an inſlammation in her bow- 
els, fix months after ſhe had ſaved my 


life, by her aſſiduaus attendance on me. 


As ſoon as 1 was able, I deſired I 
might have thoſe letters given to me, 
which were probably found on the floor, 
when 1 fell off my chair, in the fit 
which had been the cauſe of my late 
indiſpoſition. Madam Bertram fajd, 
* She deſired to be excuſed from giving 
me that, which had, ſhe apprehended, 
been the author of my illneſs ; and I 
won't, ſays ſhe, give you any of the o- 
hers, if, upon looking on the ſuper- 
ſcriptions, you don't aſſure me, that 
they are not from the ſame perſon,” I 
replied, with a ſigh, Ah! no, no, 
Madam, there is no danger of my re- 
eeiving any more letters from thatquar- 
ter.“ On this affurance ſhe gave them 
to me, There was one from my fa- 
ther, another from Lady Stanly, and a 
third from my ineftimable friend, Mr. 
Smith, I read the two laſt, but the ve- 


78 |. 
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ry weak ſtate my nerves were then in, 

made me afraid to open the firſt. [I ex- 

pected to find conſolation from my 
friend and ſiſter; and reproaches, mix- 

ed with inveCtives, from my father. 


Mr. Smith begins his letter, by ob- 
ſerving, © That now, what he had al- 
ways foreſeen would happen, was come 
to paſs; my. huſband had flung off the 
maſk, and ſtood confeſs'd the villain.” 
He informs me, That Mr. Williams 
has, by ſome well-placed ſhruggs, hints, 
and inuendoes, (without, however, ac- 
cuſing me of any thing,) given the 
world cauſe to think, that he had his 
reaſons why he could nat live with me 
any longer, SookifRently, with bis nice 
ſenſe of honour.” The good man goes 
on, informing me, That Mr. Will- 
ams wrote a letter to my father, much in 
the ſame ſtile as his converſation, in it 
he recommends me ſtrongly to his care, 
and begs that he would take me home 
to bis houſe; e at the ſame 
2 4 time, 


\ 
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time, that it would be the only ſtep 


which could now be taken, in order io 


ſave me from inevitable ruin. He then 


deſires that my father would meet him, 


on ſuch a day, at ſuch an hour, at his Law- 


yer's chambers, in the Temple, when he 


would make a ſettlement upon me, which 
ſhould at leaſt ſecure me from want. 


Your father, (continues Mr. Smith,) 


went to the rendezvous, according to 
appointment, when, to his great ſur- 
prize, the Lawyer told him, that young 
Mr. Williams had ſet out for Holland 
two days before, which was the very 
day on which he wrote your father the 
letter. Now I beg you, my dear Ma- 
dam, (ſays Mr. Smith,) to remark the 
villainy of ſuch a proceeding, as alſo to 
draw this conſequence from it, which is, 


that you will never hear any more from 


him,noreverreceiveaſix-pence of him.” 
He tells me, That, being deſirous to pry 
a little into my huſband's conduct, he 
had employed ſome people of intelli- 
4 gence 


——  -— 
© 
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gehce to watch Rim); and that by this 


means be ſoon came to the knowledge, 


that Mr. Williams had brought over 
with him a Frenob girl, whoſe natne wus 
Fatime; that he had been brought to 
bed whilſt they were in London, and were 
now gone together, child, nur ſe, and all, 
to Holland; he adds, that he faw Mt. 
Williams whilſt ke was in Eugland, and 
had even a long and ſharp con verſatien 
with him wherein he preſſed him to de- 
clare openly, what he had co alledge a- 
gainſt me, ia juſtification of his ill treat- 
ment of me; but he could get o otlrer 
anſwer from him, than that ke wiſhed 
me well, and had too much generoſtey 
to opprefs thoſe who were already 
wretched enough; for the ſaid, he was 
very much afraid that 1 ſhoold mot ſur- 
vive his loſs;ʒ but that the plain matter 
of fact was this, that he could no longer, 
with honour, live under the ſame roof 
-withme.” Mygood ſriend then informs 

0 nes * _— he hasindloſed an orderen 
a Banker 
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2 Banker at ade, Giles for one hundred 
pounds ſterling, to be paid at ſight ;/* 
adding, «that he deſires I would draw 
upon him for whatever ſums I think 
proper, as he now claims the promiſr I 
made him before I left Exgland. He 


then proceeds to congratulate me on 
having eſcaped aut of the hands of ſuch 


a monſter, as he calls Mr. Villa. 
My dear Sonbie laments the cruelty of 
my fate, offers me every conſolation in 
her own, and huſband's power; but 
adds, that Mr. Smith's zeal and gene- 
roſity leaves them bankrupts; however, 
they petition me not totally to neglect 
them, but give them ſome opportu- 
nity of renderiag me-ſervice.” 


I now clearly ſaw the abyſs into which 
my too great credulity had precipitated 
me. I revolved, in my diſtracted mind, 
all the arts which had been practiſed, in 
order to make me contribute to my own 
undoing, which I was very ſenſible could 
never have been effectuated, without 
P 4 my 
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my aſſiſtance; I was aſtoniſhed how I 
could have been deceived by ſuch fla- 
grant falſhoods, as thoſe which had been 
put in practice againſt me; I could not 
account for my imbecility, in thus ſuf- 
fering myſelf to be played upon; I was 
aſhamꝰd of having been made the dupe to A 
their ſhallow artifices; and to havefallen 
-a martyrtothemachinatiansof two ſuch 
worthleſs beings, as my huſband and his 
- (girl, ſunk me, in my own opinion, even 
almoſt beneath contempt: I now re- 
.oretty my fully, in having burat Mr. 
William's letter to his father, as well as 
the other papers, as they would elfectu- 
ally have convinced his fatherof my in- 
nocence, and his ſon's guilt, In this ſtate. 
of humiliation and ſorrow, I remained 
for ſome months; grief bad, during that 
"Lite, ſo totally abſorbed all my faculiics, 
that] was become inſenſibletoall exterior 
objects; I never pulled of my. cloaths, 
but to change my linen; and when, 
ll pt, it was * upon the carpet, 
| or 
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or in a great chait᷑ life was à burthen 
to me, which Tevery day wiſhed to be 
releaſed from, and which E had a tight 
to think I ſhould ſhortly be, as my 
health declined viſibly every hour. 
Mr. Milliamès creditors waited upon 
me in a body, and generouſly aſſured 
me, that they would never come upon 
me forthe money; which, by the laws 
of France, they might have done, as | 
was liable to have been arreſted for my 
huſband's debrs; and this my Barbarian 
knew, when he went over to England. 
1 expreſſed my ſenſe of their humanity 
and goodneſs, in the warmeſt terms [ 
was miſtreſs of, They deſired I would 
give them a direction to old Mr. Vi. 
liams, as one of them intended going 
over to England, in order to try to get 
their money; they begged I would 
make myſelf perfectly eaſy about them, 
nay, they even offered me their ſervices; 
my figure, I believe, (which was now 
much altered by my ſufferings,)contri- | 
buted 
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buted to move their.compaſſion, for 1 
perecived tears ſtand. in the eyes of 


_ _ ſeveral of them, whilſt they were talk - 


ing to me. About this time I was rouſed 
frommy lethargy of woe, by my friend 
Madame Bertram's being taken ill. I; 
inſtantly fle to her aid, quitted my 
own houſe and eſtabliſhed myſelf in 
her room, from whence I never ſtirred 
till ſhe died. This ſtroke, which they 


who are not thoroughly acquainted wit 


the human heart, will naturally ſuppoſe 
to have been a coup de grace for me, that 
& to ſay, a finiſhing ſtroke to all my 
miſery, had a quite contrary effect. 
be friendſhip this valuable woman 
had for me, her tender compaſſion of 
my afflictions, her attentive care of my 
health, the ſenſibility with which ſhe 
ſhared my griefs, and the gentle manner 
in which ſhe poured the balm of conſo- 
lation into my wounded breaſt, had fre- 
guently relieved the aſperity of my miſ- 


jortunes, and kept my heart from break · 
| | ing: 
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ing: Thad leant upon Hier,” and ſhe 


had ſaved me from ſinking; ſuch was 


the friend I had juſt feen expire in my 
arms; in that moment, in which Toft 
her for ever, terror ſeized my ſenſes; 1 


looked round, and ſaw myſelf alone in 


the univerſe; I had nothing now io rely 


upon, nofriendly twig to catch hold of 


to ſave myſelf; Frenzy ſeemed to ad- 
vance towards me with haſty ſtrides, 
accompanied by that fiend, Deſpair 1 
dreaded their approach, and, being un- 
ahle to find anyexteriordlefence apainft 
them, I, in chis momeat of horror, 
turned my eyes ĩnward, ĩnorder to ſrek 
it there; Fortitude and Reſignation ap- 
peared at my call; I returned to the 
bed - ſide of my departed friend, killed 
her cheek, and went home, where l in- 
ſtantly undreſſvd myſelf, and got to bed, 
and (what may aſtoniſh you, perhaps, 
my dear Ade/zide) ſlept bond Hill ehe 


next morning. 


You 
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Fuou will probably be ſurpriſed that 
I chould have been more affected at 
Madame de Bertran's death, than I was 
even at the loſs of my huſband, for- 
tune, fame, Sc. To which I anſwer, that 
if I was ſo, which I am not ſure of, 1 
can attribute it to nothing but the ſame 
cauſe, which made a King of Lydia, or 
ſome other country, who was taken i 
ſoner, look with a dry eye on the i 
nominy, poverty, and ſlavery, towhi 


himſelf, wife, ſon, and daughter, were 


reduced; yet burſt into a floodoftears, 
on ſeeing an old ſervant of his, carrying 
a weight too heavy for his age and 
ſtrength. On being aſked the reaſon of 
this (as they thought) miſ-placed ſenſi- 
bility, he anſwered, That the miſ- 
fortunes into which he ſaw himſelf and 
family plunged, had filled the cup of 
his calamities, and that the event, which 
had juſt happened, had made it run 
oer. * 
| But 
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But to my ſtory: As ſoon as I aroſe 
in the morniog, I began to fix upon 
the only. plan on which I could hope to 
find peace, which was this, that, ſince I 
could not alter the nature of my misfor - 
tunes, I would try to change my ideas 
of them; I therefore reſolved to follow 
Lord Bolingbroke's ſyſtem, who ſays, 
« Difſipation of mind, and a length of 
time, are the remedies to which the 
greateft part of mankind truſt in their 
afflictions; but the firſt of theſe works 
a temporaty, the ſecond, a flow effect, 
and both are unworthy of a wiſe man. 
Are we to fly from ourſelves, that we 

may fly from our misfortunes; and 
fondly i imagine that the diſeaſe is cured, 
becauſe we find means to get ſome mi- 
nutes reſpite from pain? Or, ſhall we 
expect from Time, the phyſician of 
bru es, a lingering and uncertain deli- 
verance? Shall we wait to be happy, 
till we can forget that we are miſerable? 
and owe to the weakneſs of our facul- 

I : "ve | 
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ties, a tranquility whichought tobe the 
effect of their ſtrength! Far otherwiſe; 
let us ſet all our psſt and preſent afflie- 
tions at once before our eyes; let us re- 
ſolve to overcome them, inſtead of fly- 
ing from them, or wearing out the ſenſe 
af them by a longand ignaminious pa- 
tience; inſtead of palliating remedies, 
let us uſe the inciſion knife, and thecau- 
Ric, ſearch the wound to the botram, 
and work an * * radic al 
cure.“ 

My misfortunes, . ſenſe l had 
of them, were equally great; I was not 
bardened, either by their number, or the 
frequency of their attacks, but, on the 
contrary, I gathered ſtrength from my 
own weakneſs; for, as a wretch who is 
drowning, from inſtinct, will catch at any 
twig he fees, in hopes of ſaving him- 
| felf, though, perhaps, in his cooler mo- 
ments of reaſon, he did not eſtimate the 
value of his life at a farthing; ſo I, 
when] ſaw Madneſs attempting to ſeize 
„ 2 . | my 
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my brain, (from the ſame inſtinct which 
- Impells us all tothe preſervation of our» 
ſelves,) caught hold of Philoſophy to 
. fave me from the horrors of Diſtraction: 
, me did fo, ſhe taught me to ſubdue my 
: own will, and to eſtimate things at their 


| propervalue; bydoing the firſt, Iperceiv- 
| ed that I had no riglit to complain of my 
fate, fince, however ſevere I might look 
upon it to be, yet hiſtory furniſhes us 
with many examples, of the worthieſt 
characters being oppreſſed by misfor- 
tunes, toa degree beyond any I had yet 
euperienced: J reflected, that 1 had 
brought all my ſorrows upon myſelf 
by my diſobedience to my parents, as 
well as from a confidence in my own | 
judgment, which I ought tohaveknown | 
(becauſe I had frequently been told ſo,) 
was the worſt of guides at the age of 
fifteen. I now looked upon my mis- 
fortunes as the natural conſequences of 
my indiſcretion, and, as ſuch, received 
them with tubmiſtion, I A 
«At! b 8 9 
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aſk myſelf, what right J had to be 
happy, when Icould not, from the moſt 
partial examination of myſelf, find I had 
any ? I then conſidered what happineſs 
was; when, after the moſt metaphyſical 
diſſection of it, I agreed with Mr. Pape, 
That it conſiſted in Health, Peace, and 
Competence, and theſe were ia my 
power; ſince, in all probability, Health, 
would be the concomitant of Peace; and 
the mere neceſſaries of life (which Lap- 
prehend to be Competence) I had very 
little reaſon to think I ſhould ever know: 
the want of; Peace I hoped to be able 
to acquire, by a conſtant adherence to 
Virtve, and a thorough ſubmiſſion to 
the Diſpenſations of Providence. 

I was not to learn, that to be a Phi- 
loſopher in theory only, was as eaſy, as 
the being ſo, in practice, was difficult; 
but I thought it a noble purſuit, and I 
therefore determined to uſe every poſſi- 
ble means of attaining it. I had, as 
you may paveobGrveg in the courſe of 
by 44 this 
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this narrative, Adelaide, frequently re- 
ſolved to act upon pretty near the ſame 
plan as this lam now ſpeaking of, but 
ſome intervening accident had always 
happened tooverturn my ſyſtem: I now 
ſet out under more favourable auſpices; 
Twas no longer a child, and I had gain- 
ed experience from my former errors; 
yerl muſt confeſs, that, notwithſtand- 
ing theſe circumſtances in my favour, I 
found, that I had undertaken an ardu- 
ous taſk, as well as one, which required 
alengthof time to accomplith : Nature, 
or the Paſſions, (which you will,) fre- 
quently undid, in one moment, the la- 
bour of months: However, I did not 
ſuffer myſelf to be diſcouraged by the 
oppolition I met with from them, but re- 
paired, with diligence, the breaches they 
had made: My induſtry and perſeve- 
rance have been crowned with ſucceſs; 
for though I ſtill (at the moment I am 
now writing) preſerve a tender remem- 
brance of my huſband, yet it is; and has 

Vor, II, Q long 
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are, I hope, filenced for ever. It was 


moſt heartily pity you. 
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long! been ſo, unaccompanied either by 

reſentment or grief; a pleaſing melan- 
choly will ſometimes ſteal on me, when 
J recollect paſt ſcenes; but my paſſions 


wiſely ſaid of the Emperor Marcus Anure» 


Ius, or whoever ſaid it, (cho' I think 
it was him,) That, certainly, there as 


no other account to be made of this ri- 
diculous world, than to reſolve, that the 
change of fortune, on the great theatte, 
is but as the change of gat ments on the 
teſs; for, ſeeing death, in the end of the 
play, takes from all, whatſoever fortune 
or farce take from any ane, it were a 
fooliſh madneſs, in the ſhipwreck-of 


worldly things, where all * . 
ſorrow, to ſave it. 


Pardon this digreſſion, Adelaide; 1 
could not help it, but will now haſten 


to put an end to my ſtory, which, if it 


tires you but half as much in the read- 
ing, as it did me in the writing of it, 


1 had 
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J had now loſt the only friend L had 
in France, for which reaſon Pdetermin- 
ed to return tõ my native country; and 
immediately wrote to my ſiſter, and Mir. 
Smith, in order to inform themiof this 
my intention. In their anſwers, I was 
infinitely ſurprized to find them averſe 
to my project. They counſel me not 
to think of coming to England fo ſoon; 
aſſuring me, that the abuſe and perſecu- 
tion of all ſorts, which I ſnould meet 
with, from the family of my huſband, 
would be very diſagreeable to me; 
they therefore gave it as their opinion, 
that it will de much more eligible for 
me to ſtay in France ſome time longer, 
at leaſt till Mr. Williams s infamous 
conduct was more generally known in 
his own country, or till his future be- 
haviour had loſt him totally in the eyes 
of the world ; which, they ſaid, could 
not fail of being the caſe, in a hort 
time, at the rate he was going on. 


uo vunq vinegar ohm 


bed I Qz [ be- 
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i believe 1 have not told ybo, by 
Dear, that, fince T was abroad, I had 
frequently received many very kind and 
friendly letters from my uncle Boldby, 
and he generally inſiſted on joining, 
with Mr. Smitb, in ſecuring me from 
want, by ſettling, between them, a 
penſion upon me, dung ny huſband's 
life, or for as long as 1 ſhould receive 
nothing from him. Sophie laments that 
ſhe is with child, otherwiſe, ſhe ſays, 
that ' ſhe, and Sir Charles, intended 
themſelves the pleaſure of ſpending 
ſome time with me in France; but the 
gives me her word, that, as ſoon as ſnhe 
is able, ſhe will fly to me. I had wrote 
frequently to Mr. Williams, ſince he 
left me; ſometimes begging him to re- 
lie ve my neceſſities, by ſending me ſome 
money; and, at other times, deſiring 
be would let me know how he did? To 
all which, I never received any anſwer. 
As ſoon as my mind was a little calm- 


ed, after the death of my ever- valued 
friend 
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frlend Madame Bertram, determined to 
leave Marſeilles; and, had I followed 
the dictates of my own inclination, I 
ſhould now have ſhut myſelf up in a 
convent; but the ſalemn promifel had 
made Mr. Smith, never to enter one, 
during my huſband's life, rendered it 
impoſſible: However, as my heart ſigh» 
ed for retirement. I took a little cottage, 
by the means of an acquaintance of 
mine, who was going thither, in the en- 
virons of Avignon, not far off the fa» 
mous river aucleuſe, ſo celebrated bythe 
immortal Pesrarcb. There, with my 
books, and one or two agreeable neigh- 
bouts, I paſſed my time, if not in gaiety, 
at leaſt in peace. It was here that I 
employed the greateſt part of my leiſure 
in the ſtudy of my own heart: I found 
it, on examination, to be ſo very defec- 
tive, that I was almoſt diſcouraged 
from the a:tempt, to regulate its feelings 
by the Laws of Philoſophy. I found, 


that it always rebelled againſt reaſon, 
28 * Q 3 ever y 
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Gery dms chbt ny butbun preſented 


hirifelf to my imagination; nay; it ob- 
ſtinately ꝓerſiſted in loving him. Such 
is the/invincible tyranny. of a firſt im- 
Preſſion, on a youthful and a virtuous 
mind; that I donꝰt believe it can ever be 
totally eradicated, either by time, or ill 
treatment: IL mean in our ſex. Don't 
miſunderſtand me ſo much, my dear 
Adilaide, as to ſuppoſe that I accuſe the 
men of being capable of ſo much weak - 
neſs; their whole ſex give evident proofs 
of the contrary daily. In order to diveſt 
my heart, as much as poſſible, of the 
tenderneſs it ſtill retained for Mr. il. 
liamt, I endeavoured to ſtrengthen my 
reaſon, by continually repreſenting to 
myſelf, the unfeeling manner in which 
he had betrayed and abandoned me; to 
which 1 added, a nice ſurvey of his hy- 
pocrify, licentiouſneſs, diſnoneſty, and 
cruelty: All theſe circumſtances did 


not fail of convincing my underſtand- 


ine, that I ought | boch hate and de- 
< ſpiſe 
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ſpiſe him; but my weak heart, even in 
the moment af this eonviction, ighedy 
and acknowledged its ſovereigu O 
ler not thy heart deſpiſe mez thou. who 
experience has not taught, that it is 
miſery to loſe that, which it is not 
happineſs to poſſoſs.“ I ISAIDETS YI 

I had now paſſed" two years in wekds 
enchanting retreat, and was grown 
much the wiſer for converſing fo fre- 
quently wich myſelf, I'll aſſure you. 
When the Counteſs of Vitri came to 
Avignon, in her way to Paris, ſhe knew 
that I was in that neighbourhoed, and 
inſtantly came to ſee me; ſhe and I had 
been intimately acquainted, both at Pa- 
vis and Lyons, She met me with the 
livelieſt demonſtrations of joy at ſeeing, 
and ſorrow at finding me ſo much alter- 
ed; ſhe preſſed me, with ardour, to ac- 
company her to Avignon, alledging, 
that ſhe ſhould ſtay there but a few days, 
and ſhe inſi ſted on my ſpending that 
ſhort time with her. ] pleaded my want 


Q4 of 
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of heath and 


which would, ſhe averred, ſoon grow 
| habitual to me, and by that means ef- 
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ſpirits; ſhe' vowed: the 

would take no denial: So, with a kind 
of gentle violence, ſhe put me into her 
coach; ordering my maid to pack vp 
What was neceſſary, and to follow me! 
The nextday,theCountels diſplayed alt 
the powers of rhetoric, in order to 


convince me, that I was acting on a 


wrong plan: She aſſerted, That whilſt 
Ivainly imagined that I was conquering 
my misfortunes, by dint of reflection, 
and reaſon, I was, in fact, deſtroying 
my conſtitution, by ſoothing grief; 


fectually incapacitare me for any future 
enjoyment in life : And (fays ne, in 


her ſprightly manner, which you know) 


you will, my Dear, very ſhortly, be me- 
tamorphoſed into a vegetable.“ 1 ſmil- 
ed at her idea; and replied, © That a 
fate of vegetation was a ſtate of nega- 
tive happineſs, and I feared that was alt 


we bad a Hght to hope for in this 
wretched 
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vretched world. Indeed, amy dear 
Mrs. Williams, (aid the Counteſs,) a 
doſe of diſſipation, and change of 
ſcene, will do you more good, in one 
week, than all your old muſty Philoſo- 
phers have done in years: You myſt 
conſider, child, (ſays ſhe,) that the body 
and ſoul are ſtrangely connected toge- 
ther, and that when one is invigorated 
and languid, the other participates of 
its weakneſs: Reſtore your body to 
health, therefore, by exerciſe and change 
of place, and 1 will anſwer for the reco- 
very of your mind.“ I ſmiled at her 
hay ing thus reverſed my ſyſtem, and 
ſhe went, on: Come, (ſays ſhe,) I am 
going to Paris, for a week, or ten days, 
and from thence I ſhall go to Spa; you 
have nothing to do here, my dear Mrs. 
Williams, ſo let me prevail on you to go 
along with me; 1 will bring you back 
to Avignon, if you deſire it, or fix, you in 
any other ſpot you ſhall chooſe to reſide 


in. At my return from Germam, I in- 
batt; rended 


how ſeducing the Counteſs is; The 
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tended/to have ſtayed here but two or 
three days; but if you will conſent to 
accompany me on my purpoſed tour: 
Iwill wait your time, only make what 
haſte you can, becauſe the Count De 
Vitri waits for me at Paris, and will be 
impatient till I arrive there“ 
Tou know, Adelaide, how amiable; 


therefore prevailed. I could nor reſiſt 
the vivacity of her ſolicitations; the rea- 
ſons, however, which made me the more 
readily confent to accompany her into 
Germany, were diametrically oppoſite to 


thoſe ſhe had uſed, in order to engage 


me to comply with her requeſt ; for it 
was, becaufeI had, in a great meaſure, 
got the better of my afflictions, that 1 


acquieſced with her propoſalof quitting 


my little retreat, and entering again in- 
to the world; and not with the falſe 
hope, that diſnipation, and change of 
place, could any way have contributed 


fo the * of evils, of the nature 
thoſe 
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thoſe, were which L had had to ſtruggle 
with; but as my perſon had greatly ſuf- 
fered, from che perturbation gf; my 
mind, and that my ſpirits wert leſs vo: 
latile than they had formerly been, the 
Counteſs took it for granted, that I was - 
killing myſelf, by indulging; melan- 
choly; however, I conſidered, that 
change of ait, and exerciſe, were two 
excellent ingredients towards the pro- 
curing of health, which I wanted: I 
therefore the more readily ſet about 
packing up my things, and arranging 
my affairs, V hich being done in about a 
month after the Counteſs's arrival at 
Avignon, we ſet out, ſhe and I, and our 
two women, in her berlin and fix. We 
met the Count De Vitri At Haris 3 he 

ſcolded me agreeably, fot detaining his 
Lady ſo long at Avignon. I defended 
my cauſe as well as L could, We ſtayed 
at Paris three months, inſtead of a weck 


or ten days, 8 the Counteſs had told 
me ſhe intended to do, and then ſet out 
for Spa. It 
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It was during our reſidence at Parts, 
that! fir beheld my Adelaide; me met 


at Lady $—'s; and you may remember, 


how, by the force of ſympathy, we ſe- 
lected one another from a numerous 
company, and Joined converſation du- 
ring the whole evening. From that pe- 
riod, I ſaw you every day, and almoſt 
all the day, whilſt I remained at Paris; 
and, when obliged tolcave it, I quitted 
you wich the moſt pungentregret. Inced 
not here inform you, how I ſpent my 
time at Spa, fince I conſtantly correſ- 
ponded with you from that place. A 
few days before the time fixed for the 
Count and Counteſs De Vitri's return to 
Paris; Ireceived a letter from my Lady 
Stanly, wherein ſhe tells me, that Sir 
Charles and herſelf will come to — 
it 1 will conſent to meet them there: 
You may eaſily ſuppoſe, how readily I | 
con!ented to this propoſal; and the next 
poſt brought me a letter from Sir 
. in Which was incloſed one of 


. ecom- 
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recom mendation to Madame 4 Lope, 
Who, he tells me, is an intimate ac 
quaintance of his, and to whoſe houſe 
he, and his Lady, were going upon a 
viſit My fellow-travellers, and I, part- 
ed at Aix la Chapelle, not witliout con- 
cern on both ſides. I promiſed the 
Counteſs, and her worthy hufband, to 
rejoin them at Paris, as ſoon as my 
brother and fiſterſhould return to Eng- | 
land. 1 then proceeded on to 5 
where I met with the moſt gracious re- 
ception, from Madame de Lope. She- 
would not ſoffer me to lodge any where 
but in her houſe. The next day 
bought Sit Charles, and his Lady, to 
us. I ſhall draw a veil over the ſcene 
of our meeting; it was tod tender t5 
be expreſſed; but you have a heart 
which will eaſily paintit, ſuch as it was, 
to your imagination. We ſtayed at 
——, and other parts of Flanders, for 
upwards of ſix months, when Sir Charles 
ing his wife and he would aceompany 

2 me 
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me to Narits firſt, becauſe they ſnould. 
by that means, ſpend; mort time with 
me; and, next, that Sepbie might ſee 
the place: There, my Dear, you know 
they ſtayed with me ſix months; you 
was preſent at our parties; I then ent 
home with you; and we have neven 
been one day ſeparate, from that timey 
till my coming into England. (210 
Now you have before you all che 
events of my life, except that af the 
death of my huſband, the news of which 
I received whilſt I was in #/angers He 
died in /tely, ſurrounded with baſtards 
by different women, and, at that time, 
was accompanied by a girl, which he 
had picked up ſame where in his tra: 
vels, who had, from the time he left 
me, been preceded, in his affections, 
numbers like herſelf, of all nations. 
was informed, by a Gentleman who.was 
upon the ſpot be tee 
flung him into a ditch near the town, in 
5 a com- 


W 
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a common deal box, wichourany other 
ceremony. I wept his fate bictierty, A 
delaide, nay, 1 forgot albhis faults, in 
oonſideration of the dreadful ſituation in 
which he muſt have died; torn By re- 
morſe, and unattended, unwept, by any 
preſent friend! Oh, Adelaide! why 
was I not there then, to have admini- 
ſtred conſolation to his afflicted ſoul? 
ſhould, by my tender care of him, 
have ſmoothed the bed of ſickneſs; but 
it was not tobe. O! thou eternal Ar- 
&|bicer of Things, be thy great Bidding 
«done! for ho am I, to Gn thy 
appointment®?., 
The death of my uncle Boldby, who 
had ſurvived" my aunt, and had gene- 
rouſly left me a large ſum of money, 
roduced a law- ſuit, as ſome of his re- 
lations endeavoured to ſet aſide the will, 
in order, as I ſuppoſe, to deprive me of 
1 conſidetable a legacy z"which was 


11.1238 12 


— 
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me, after having thus expoſed to you 
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very abſurd in them, as Sir Charles 


Stanly was certainly his heir at law, and 
he never wiſhed (as you may ſuppoſe) 
to injure me. It was, however, thought 


proper, by him, and the Lawyers, that l 


ſhould appear, and make my claim, in 


perſon; in order to which, you know, 


I came back to my native country, 
which J had not ſeen for many years. 

And now, my Dear, I have fulfilled 
my promiſe; and have nothing left, but 
to hope that you will continue to love 


all the weakneſſes of my heart, and = 
the errors of wy conduct. 


LE 
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tis. Mrs. WII IIA 


10 ever dear Caantorts, 


He, have you reſtored tranquilüey 
to my breaſt, and health to my 
Brother, ay your laſtkind letters! How 
nobly fincere, and generous, is that to 
him! How like yourſelf! He kiſſed 
the lines which were traced byyour fair 
hand, a thouſand times, and then ſaid, 
with a faint voice, Let me obey her; 
give me my medicines.” I had already 
engaged him to conform (in ſome mea- 
ſure at leaſt) to the orders of his Phy- 
ſicians, by telling him, That I was 
certain you would write to him, By the 
next poſt, and that for this reaſon he 
ought to try to live, in order to have 
the ſatisfaction of reading your letter.” 
His fever has abated for ſome days, 
but ſtill it hangs.upon him without in- 
Vor. II, R ter- 


- 
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termitting: The Doctors ſay, it is on 
his nerves, and ſpirits. We yeſterday 


received the packet, with your Memoirs 


in it, by the meſſenger. My Brother, 
as ſoon as I told him its contents, in- 
ſiſted upon my reading it to him. Idid 


ſo, for above an hour, laſt night, but 


finding that it agitated him too much, 

I pretended ſleepineſs, and left his room, 
but not to go to bed: No, my dear 
Charlotte, | ſec up all night reading 
the hiſtory of your life. What ſhall I 


ſay to you, my admirable friend? In 


what words ſhall I thank you, for the 


- confidence you have placed in me? 
The gift is ineftimable, and I have no 
expreſſion which will be any way ade- 


quate to myſenſibility of the obligation. 
My heart: has been torn to pieces alter- 
nately, by pity of your misfortunes, 


veneration of your virtue, and aftoniſh- 


ment at your fortitude : You have, in - 
deed; reaſon, my amiable friend, to 
Gy a ſecond attachment; but there 

never, 
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never, ſure, was a monſter in the world 
like Mr. Williams. How cruel, then, it 
was, that he ſhould fall to your lot! My 
Brother calls for me to read to him. 
Adieu. Your's in haſte, but always 
with the tendereſt affection, and friend- 
ſhip, Df ANGEVILLE: 

P. 8. How could you ſo perempto- 
+ rily forbid the Marquis anſwering 
your letter? Take care of your- 

ſelf, for, ill as he is, he has laid a 

ſcheme to be revenged of you. 


Pn VE 


LETTER XL 
To Mademoiſelle D'ANnGEvVILLE; 
Rejoice, my dear Adelaide, to hear 
1 that the Marquis is better; but how 
Itremble for the conſequences of a let- 
ter, wrote under the impulſe of terror, 
and compaſſion. Does your Brother 
know me, well enough, to be certain, 


W have none of thoſe little arts, at- 
R 2 tributed 
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tributed to our ſex, on ſimilar occaſi- 
ons? May he not ſuppoſe, that, thro' 
a ſenſe of modeſty, I have concealed a 
part of my ſentiments from him; if ſo, 
into what a labyrinth will that error 
lead him. Try, then, to convince him, 

my dear girl, that I rather heightened 
the colouring, in deſcribing the nature 
of my attachment to him, than ſoftened 
it, to not ſuffer his hopes to be too 
ſanguine. I dread the effects of a diſap- 
pointment, to a mind ſo ſuſceptible as 
his is. Read my heart, my Dear, in 
your own; remember, that having been 
attached to a man of merit, when you 
was extremely young, and he dying 
almoſt on the day deſtined for your 
nuptials, you have ever fince been deaf 
to all ſolicitations and intreatics, on the 
ſubject of matrimony, and conſtantly 
declared yourſelf vowed to celibacy. 
How often have you told me that love, 
like death, ftrikes but once; and all 
| e en you) was WY and for that 


reaſon, 
we 


5 
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reaſon, your heart was incapable of re- 

ceiving a ſecond impteſſion. Why can- 
not you ſuppoſe mine to be made of the 
ſame metal, and my ideas to be the 
ſame? I think, nay, I believe them to 
be ſo. For what, theo, can the Marquis 
hope? Bur let me drop the ſubject; it 
pains me, and can give you no pleaſure. 

I arrived here, a week ago, that is, at 
Sir Charles Stanly's; and found him, 
and my ſiſter, delighted on ſeeing me, 
after ſo long an abſence. We gazed re- 
ciprocally on each other, with ineffable 
pleaſure. The happineſs they enjoy in 


one another, furniſhes me with a con- 


tinual ſource of ſatisfaction. Happy, 
happy, Sophie! whoſe very paſſions 
contribute to her felicity. Such are the 
effects of a well directed choice in a 
partner for life. How was my heart 
formed for the enjoyment of ſuch avir- 

tuous union! And how has inexorable 

fate denied it to my wiſhes. But, alas! 

I forfeited all right to happineſs, when 
3 1 for 
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I forgot my duty to the authors of my 
| being, £179 
1 found this ws pair, homes 
bya little family, of two boys, and two 
girls. I caught theſe pretty children in 
my arms, by turns, and preſſed them 
to my boſom. I felt that I loved them, 
with a maternal affection; they called 
to my remembrance, my poor little 
George, and the ſilent tear ſtole down 
my cheek. 

1 had yeſterday a letter from my fa- 
ther, in which he gives me a very preſſ- 
ing invitation to come and ſpend ſome 
time with him. This is the firſt notice 
he has ever taken of me, fince the abu- 
{we, cruel letter, he wrote to me at Mar- 
ſeilles, upon my huſband's having left 
me. But I am now rich, and, as it is 
not very probablethatl ſhould ever mar- 
Ty again, perhaps he thinks my friend- 
ſhipmay be worth cultivating ; however 
bois * "1: I ſhall nor pry into the 

aas, 
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motive, ſo have anſwered his letter in 
the civileſt terms, promiſing to comply 
with his obliging requeſt of ſeeing me 
at . In his letter, my mother, and 
ſome brothers and ſiſters, which I have 
no recollection of, ſend their love. How 
true it is, that poverty is a great diſ- 
grace, and that there is no pity for the 
unlucky: The Unfortunate, like the 
Abſent, -are always in the wrong. 

I muſt tell you, Adelaide, that the 
maſter and miſtreſs of this houſe, have 
almoſt brought me to forgive Cecrops ; 

who, they tell us, was the firſt inſtitutor 
of matrimony, I think, if you was 
here, and faw my brother Charles, 
that you would be tempted to break 
your vow in his favour, If I am not 
partial, as a ſiſter, he is one of the moſt 
amiable young men, both in figure and 
character, that I ever ſaw. Your pic- 
ture,which is in my bracelet, he is be- 
come ſo enamoured with, that he ſwears 
he will return with me to Franei, in or- 
R 4 der 
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der to behold the bright original. He 
has already aſked my leave, twenty 
times, to carry a letire de cachet, as he 
calls it, from me, to fetch you over; 
-upon which I am obliged to aſſure him, 
that he would never be able to bring 
you over alive, ſuch are the terrors you 
have of the ſea; otherwiſe, I tell him, 
you would never have ſuffered me to 
come over from France alone. 

I muſt inform you, that I find they 
have laid deep ſchemes for keeping me 
here; but they will not do; for I am 
reſolved to return to you, my dear Ade- 
laide, and to end my days in a country 
which I love above all others, where I 
hope to die in your arms, my friend, as 
you are a few years younger than am. 
Charles tells me, that he was acquainted 
with the Marquis D' Aiſe, when he was 
at Paris, ſome years ago. My never 
having mentioned the name of my fa- 
mily, either to you, or your brother, is 


% reaſon, 1 * why I was igno- 
rant 


rant of this circumſtance. Charles begs 
his reſpectful compliments to that Gen- 
neman; give my love to him, and tell 
him, that I expect to hear that he has 
obey'd my commands, and conſequent- 
ly, that he is perfectly reſtored to health 
and ſpirits. My Brother, and I, go to 
my father's to-morrow, where purpoſe 
ſpending a week, or ten days, when J 
ſhall return here again. This viſit, my 
Dear, fits heavy on my heart; it will 
recall ſo many cruel ideas to my me- 
mory, that I almoſt wiſh I might be 
excuſed going there. How did I once 
doat upon my father! Nay, how I loye 
him till! But then ir will be impoſſible 
for me ever to convince his miſanthro- 
py, that one can love, and yet diſobey; 
beſide, I cannot bear the theme; it is 
ſuch a diſagreeable recapitulation of all 
my afflictions ſuch a humiliating ſub- 
jet. No, no, let him think of me as 
he pleaſes; Iwill, however, if attacked, 
defend myſelf with no other arms, than 
| that 
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that of pleading my forrows, which 
have, Iapprehend, been ſufficiently ſe- 
vere to expiate my crime. Adieu, my 
dear friend, I tire you, and myſelf, with 
ſuch long letters. It is to make amends 
for my not writing oftner; but, indeed, 
Adelaide, I have not time. God bleſs 
you, prays _ ever faithful, 
| C. WIILIAIIs. 


* 


L E T TE R XII. 
To Mrs. WiILkLIAMS. 


T'Ndeed, my dear Charlotte, I demie 

J at ſeeing you thus ſurrounded by 

your friends, and my enemies. I dread 
the influence they muſt naturally! have 
over you ſo much, that, if I was unac- 
quainted with the ſteadineſs of your cha- 
racter, andthe inviolable adherence you 
Have to your word, I ſhould deſpair of 
ever having the happineſs of ſeeing you 
inFrance _ bur I fortify my ſpirits, 

e from 


from the aſſurances you repeatedly give 
me, in your letters, of the contrary. 


My Brother mends every day. We 


are in the country, at a little village near 
Paris, for his health. He walks, rides, 
reads your Memoirs, and then talks of 
you the reſt of the day. So we ſpend 
our time, for I am his ſhadow. 

I muſt tell you, myDear, that he is no 
way diſcouraged, from the picture you 
have drawn of your own heart, or of its 
ſufferings: He ſays you was formed for 
Love; that your heart is timid, but far 
from being obdurate ; nay, he has the 
aſſurance to aver, that you can neverbe 
truly happy, till you are united to a man, 


who, knowing your worth, can love you 


with as ardent, and as refined a paſſion, 


as he does. He frequently laments, that 


his having been Ambaſſador to Spain, 
ſhould have deprived him of ſo many 
yearspleaſurewhich he ſhould otherwiſe 


have enjoyed in your company. Whilſt 


you, Adelaide, ſays he, was indulging in 
; that 


a2 LET TERM XII. 


that felicity, which your frequent letters 
were full of the livelieſt deſcription of; 
you praiſed your friend ſo warmly, and 
painted her ſo amiable, that I was half 
enamoured with her idea, before I ſaw. 
her; it was not, therefore, ſurprizing, 
that I ſhould loſe my liberty very ſoon. 
after my arrival at home; But, to my. 
unſpeakable diſappointment, I found 
nothing in your friend which could give 
the leaſt encouragement to my hopes; 
on the contrary, an air of melancholy, 
which conſtantly overſpread her fine fea- 
tures, and a ſort of ſteady philoſophy, 
which I found to be the character of her 
mind, made me endeavour to conquer, 
what I feared would be a hopeleſs paſ- 
ſion. I enjoyed the charms of her ſo- 
ciety, however. The eaſy, open friend- 
ſhip ſhe honoured me with, as being 
your brother, was fo flattering to my 
heart, that I dreaded loſing it, by declar- 
ing my ſentiments to be of a tenderer 
nature, than thoſe of ſimple friendſhip. 
I hoped 


-” 
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I hoped time, and ſome lucky incident, 
might prove propitious to my deſires, 
when buſineſs called her to England,and 
ſhewed me how impoſſible it was to live 
without ber. 
Thus you fee, Charlotte, that is Is 
Le fort de mon ſang, de Senflamer pour 
vous, ſince my Brother, as well as my- 
ſelf, was caught ar firſt ſight. 

I thank you, my Dear, for offering 
me your Brother. I am perſuaded that 
he is very amiable: But you will agree 
with me, that one cannor bein love with 
two people at once; and I am ſtill too 
much ſo with my deceaſed friend, ever 
to have a heart to diſpoſe of to another. 
Your caſe, and mine, Charlotte, will ad- 
mit of no compariſon; they are totally 
dlifferent; the object of your paſſion was 
vety unworthy of being ſo; you cannot 
eſteem his memory, nor, with reaſon, 
lament his loſs. I can, I muſt do both, 
for my departed I. over. I ſwore, on his 


dying lips, that J would never be ano- 
ther's; — 


7 
o 
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ther's; and Providence, approving the 


vow, has ſteeled my heart againft his 
whole ſes, I have a kind of romantic 


connexion with the ſpirit of my dead 


friend, which keeps him ever preſent to 


my imagination. Don't laugh at me, 
when | tell you, that I fancy myſelf 
married to him, and t hat he is abſent on 
a journey; I therefore give him an ac- 
count of all my actions; I conſult his 
opinion in every tranſaction of my life, 


by aſking myſelf how he would wiſn me 


to act in ſuch a caſe. Theſe chimæras, 


(for ſuch I allow them to be,) fill my 
heart, and make me ſopport life with 


chearfulneſs, 


* Till. pitying Nature figns the laſt releaſe; 
And bids afflicted worth retire to peace.” 


And then, I take it for granted, that 
my Heaven will be the rejoining him. 
This is a fine ſyſtem of Metaphyſics, 
you "Il fay! you, who are ſo deeply read 
in them. No matter, it is more conſo- 


latory than many of their hypotheſes; 


and 


Wwe © 
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and, for any thing that either you, or I, 
know to the r. may N. 97 as 
true. 

My Brother, who, you . is an 
excellent Roman Catholic, ſeeing a croud 
about a little cottage in the village this 
morning, enquired what was the cauſe 
of it? when one of the peaſants told 
him, that a poor old ſoldier was dying 
in that houſe, and that the Prieſt had 
juſt carried the Sacrament tohim. Com- 
paſſion made the Marquis go and viſit 
one of his fellow ſoldiers in diſtreſs; 
when, on entering the room, he percei- 
ved a fat Capuchin Friar ſitting by the 
bed-fide of the ſick man, and holding 
to him a Crucifix, endeavouring, atthe 
ſame time, to put it into his hand, ſay- 
ing, Friend, ſpeak to your Lord, and 
Redeemer!” The poor fellow made no 
anſwer. The Friar again exhorted him 
to ſay ſomething to his Saviour! At 
laſt, the dying man raiſed his eyes, and 
nn the Crucifix for ſome mo- 

4 ments, 
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ments, exclaimed, inafaint voice, Ab! 
mon Dieu, que Vous ttes maigre*! This 
ridiculous naivett of the old ſoldier made 
the Marquis and me laugh heartily. 
You muſt. remember, Charlotte, that 
Chriſt is always figured on the Croſs as 
being ſa thin, that his bones appear al- 
moſt to pierce through the ſkin. This 
ſtory muſt appear pleaſant to you Exg- 
liſþb, who are all profeſſed Iconoclaſtes, 
ſince it. did ſo to me, who am, as you 
ſay a Worſhiper of Idols. 

What a prating humour am I in. 
For God's ſake, Charlotte, return ſoon. 
The length of your abſence grows in- 
ſupportable to me. Let me know ex- 
actly when you purpoſe being at Calais, 
that I may meet you at leaſt as far as 
St. Denis, Adieu! Love me as well 
as you can, and that will never be half 
as well as Ido you. F 


PASS. 


md 


2 * Oh, my God, how thin you are! 


P. S. 
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P. S. Give my beſt compliments to Sir 
Charles Stanly and his Lady. I am 
in love with the former. Ah! my 
Dear, what a difference between him 
and Mr. Williams! How capricious 
is Love! I beg to be mentioned to 
Mr. Smith, as an admirer of his vir- 
tues: But I won't talk to you of your 

Memoirs, till we meet: They have 
been the delight, and ſorrow, of my 
life, whilſt I was reading them. My 
Brother has, no doubt, by this time, 

got them by heart, as he reads them 
all day long; nay, they ſleep with 
him too. He ſays a thouſand things 

at this moment, which I ſhall not 
tell you; not becauſe they are un- 
worthy of you, but becauſe I ani not 
obliged to make Love for him. A. 


vor. Il. s LET; 


—— 
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, To Mademoiſelle 'ANGevitie. 
i 0 7 ark T1028 2301 0 H AO OH 
Wauks, my . amiable. Girl, for 
your long letter, It was a great 


conſolation to me at my father's, from 
whence I returned yeſterday. I was re. 


air of diſtinction, which obliged me to 
ſuppre{salldemonſtrations of that filial 
tenderneſs, wh ch glowed in my heart 
on the ſight of my parents. 1 longed to 
ſtrain them to my breaſt, and to bathe 
them in tears of dutiful affection: Bu 

the very well · bred manner in whic 

they accoſted me, forced me to endea- 
vour to conceal my feelings, in order 
toaccommodate my behaviourtothei rS, 
They ſaid every thing that was civil on 
my arrival; told me how impoſſible it 
was for them to expreſs the joy ves 


fel: on beine me, (1 do mot Lncerely 


then 
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then preſented. to me ſome ſweet chil- 
dren, whom they told me were my bro- 
thers and ſiſters. I kiſſed: them with 
uncommon marks of fondneſs and ſen- 
ſtbility; becauſe” the tenderneſs x E 
which my heart was overcharged, bei 
flung out of its direction, fell deny 
oh them. During my ſtay at my 
father's, his Converſation was 120 inß⸗ 


r 


that I liſtened to him wie delight, for 
whole days together; and which, by ac- 
eldent, he touched upon the topic of 
my. diſobedierice, it was with a gentle- 
neſs and delicacy, which endeared him 
to my heart; norwithſtanding it taught 
me, (what I had ever apptehended,) 
that no time could obliterate it n. 
my memory. men 
1 Ale told * that old Mr. V Mans 
had, upon the news of his ſon's de- 
Cea 51 (ized upon all his effects in Exg- 


lard, in order, as 5 ſaid, to pay! we 
adi 
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ſelf, as far as it would go, the money 
which he had lent my huſband upon a 
bond. On hearing this, faid my father, 
I waited upon him, and repreſented, in 
the ſtrongeſt manner I could, the inju- 
{tice of ſuch a proceeding. I told him, 
that I thought he ought, in honour, to 
make ſome proviſion for you, Child, 
To which he replied, that the Law 
could not oblige him to do it; and that 
he was very certain his inclination would 
never lead him to ſupport a woman, 
for whom he had neither eſteem, nor 
friendſhip, and indeed diſliked extreme- 
ly, for very obvious and good reaſons. 

I anſwered my father, that the old 
Gentleman, Iimagined, thought he had 


reaſon to have the averſion for me 
which he had expreſſed ; and that, on 
my. part, I ſhould now take no pains 
to undeceive him. 

My mother was very good natured, 

122 chearful. * and my father both 
5 2 | preſſed 


511 3 


LETTER XIII. 261 
preſſed me much to lay aſide my inten- 
tion of returning to France, and to re- 
ſide, for the future, in my native Land. 
But I told them, that my reſolution 
was fixed on that head. I obſerved, 
that France had afforded me an aſylum, 
when England refuſed it me; adding, 
that I had found both friends, and 
conſolation there, when my relations 
even diſowned me here. I ſaid, theſe 
circumſtances were ſtrongly impreſt on 
my memory, and had, in ſome meaſure, 
made me diſlike my own, country. 
Here my father ſhook his head, and re- 
plied, I am of opinion, Mrs. Williams, 
that you conceal from us the real rea- 
ſon of your attachment for France: 
However, continued he, ſmiling, if 
you do marry again, you will probably 
be much happier in your ſecond, than 
you was in your firſt choice; for I have 
made it an obſervation, that a violent 


. paſſion never brought two people toge- 
S 3 ther, * 
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ther but it made one of uhem miſer- 
able. Vou, Madam, have experienced 
thentruth of this obſrrvation; and ad- 
verſity has taught you, I dare ſay, the 

art of regulating your paſſions; if, in- 
deed: ſaid lie, interrupting himſelf, you 
have any left to regulate; for I obſerve, 
with pain, that the length and violence 
of your afflictions have tinctured your 
diſpoſition with a ſoft me lancholy, which 
never fails to enervate the mind, and, 
if not ſoon removed, will infallibly 8 
generate into apathy... I aſſured my fa - 
ther, laughing, that I was not quite ſo 
much the vegetable as he ſeemed to ſup- 
poſe me to be: He replied, in the ſame 
tone, that he was very glad to hear it, 
In ſhort, Adelaide, had I found that 
warmthoof affection in my father to- 
wards me, which | felt ſo powerfully in 
my boſom. for him, be would never 
have ſuſpected; me of want of feeling; 


and I ſhould. have _ my time delici- 
dune ___ orlly 
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ouſly hereʒ but that want has imbitter- 
ed the ſcene; and my heart ſighediinvo- 
luntarily every time I looked at him. 
We parted, as we had met; he ſaid e- 
very thing that was kind; I felt too 
much, to ſay any thing. My mother 
ſhed a tear, as ſne bid me adieu; beg- 
ging me, however, to ſay a thouſand 
tender things for her to her daughter 
Stanly, whole preſent happineſs I could 
e mew the ſource of my mo- 
's bliſs. Ah! Adelaide, was it then 
wrote on the adamantine tablets of Pro- 
vidence, that I ſhould never meet with - 
a return of ene, but from thoſe of - 
my on ſex? | ” 
J arrived here laſt 8 Weẽ pro- | 
poſe ſetting out from hence far Londen | 
in a day or two. Our party conſiſts of 
Sir Charles, his Lady, and little fami- 
ly; Mr. Charles Rutland, alias my Bro- 
ther, and myſelf. I do not intend to 
: ye: more than a week in ton; it will 


84 require 
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require that time, at leaſt, to pack up. 
and regulate my affairs, as I ſhall, pro- 
bably, now take a final leave of Eng- 
land; Charles has got his father's leave 
ta accompany me ro Paris; and Si 
Charles, and my Siſter, promiſe, that 
they will come and make us a viſit there 
next Spring. I will let you know ex- 
actly the day fixed for my departure, 
when 1 know it myſelf. How can you 
1 mention St. Dennis? Indeed expect you 
1 meet me half way from Paris to Calais, 
| at leaſt; if not, I ſhall die on the _ 
of imme ee you." neee | 
bleſs uu. 1 


C. 3 


Nemenber me to the Marquis. All 

here ſay a million ot civit things to 
vou, which I have not time to 
write. Mr. Smith eſteems himſelf 
much honoured by your compli- 
ment to him. I ſhall not write 0 
e mne. 


LE 7. 
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To Mademoiſetk DAN ruin, 
OD God! Adelaide, how ſhalt 

l expreſs to you, the ſurprize 
which an event, the moſt unlooked for 
by me, tho premeditated, you threw 
me into? It happened thus: Yeſterday 
in the evening as my ſiſter, family, and 
ſelf, were fitting in the parlour together, 
my foorman, (the French one,) opened 
thedoor, ſaying to me, Madam, there 
is a Gentleman deſires to ſpeak with 
you.” „With me? I anſwered: Who is 
he? 1 have forgot his name, (re- 
plied the fellow, archly,) but I have 
ſeen him with you, Madam, I think in 
Paris.” Shew the Gentleman in here,“ 
ſays my ſiſter. Madam, (anſwered 
my ſervant, ) he don't chooſe to walk in, 
but deſires to ſpeak to my miſtreſs a- 
lone.“ „Well, (ſays I.) if that is the 
caſe, I don't know who he can be; how- 
| | ever, 


— — — ¶———— ee 
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ever ſbew him into the back parlour,” 
and ſay am coming.“ Holo ed my 
ſet vant, revolving in my mind WhO 
this could be that | had known at Paris: 
when, on entering the room where the 


ſtranger was, before I could have had 


time to ſurvey his figure, I found the 
Marquis D' Aiſe at my feet. I ſcreamed 
out with ſurprize. Your Brother had the 


- Impudence to hold me in his arms for 


a minute, at leaſt, before I had recol- 
lection enough to diſengage myſelf 
from him. My ſervant, on hearing me 


ſnriek out, had brought my fiſter to my 
aſſiſtance, who found us in the prettieſt 


ſituation imaginable, the Marquis ſtill 
holding one of my hands, and, I believe, 
* kiffing it. He now ſeated me in a 


chair, and then began making a great 
many handſome apologies for having 
alarmed us ſo much, by the ſuddenneſs, 


as well as unexpectedneſs, of his appear- - 


_— all this was Greek to Sophie, bo 


ſtood Raring at has till preſented the 
Marquis 
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Marquis toher, ſaying, he was the Bro- 
ther of my friend. Charles came into 
the room at this moment, and fle into 
the Marquis's arms, who recollected 
him inſtantly. Sir Charles received his 
gueſt with the moſt cordial affection; 
my ſiſter expreſt the moſt immoderate 
joy; and, for my part, after my fright 
was over; I was not ſorry to ſee him: 
in ſnort, my Dear, he has eſtabliſhed 
himſelf ſo well in this houſe, that I do 
not really believe, that it would be in 
my power to turn him out of it, even 
if Lhad a N ind to do ĩt; and the worſt 
part of the ſtory is, that he knows this 
very well, I aſſure you. Now you know, 
he muſt ſee every thing that is to be 
ſeen in London, which will take up ſome 
time, and conſequently detain me much 
longerherethanliatendedſtayiog. What 
do you ſay to that, Adelaide? But you 
deſerve to be puniſhed, for having kept 
the ſecret ſo well. The whole; houſe 


en at your Brother s Arrival, 
by becauſe 


Wc 
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becauſe they foreſee that it will be a 
means of keeping me for ſometime in - 
England. I ſee plainly now, Madam, 
how far I may rely upon your frierids 
ſhip; when this brother of yours is put 
into competition with me, my ſcale, '] 1 
fancy, would prove very light. I have 
half a mind to be angry with you, Ade- 
kide';, think only what 1 fhould have 


done, if my brother had not conſented 


to accompany me to Paris? Did you 


intend that the Marquis, and I, ſhould 


have travelled, tete- a- tile, together? 
How has your love of him blinded your 
friendſhip for me! But I won't write 
any more, for fear I ſhould ſcold: let 


me, however, tell you, that he is very 


well, and looks ſo; and that I am, in 
ſpite of your ill treatment of me, yours 
affectionately, _ C. WILIIAUus. 


I hall now write to you no more. I 

reſign my pen to the Marquis, who 

has promiſed to continue the corre- 
122 ſpondence. D SHIOIGOE el 
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\O, you are really angry with me, 
Charlotte, becauſe I did not tell you 

of my brother's intention of fetching 
you from England, in order that you 
might, with a tone of authority, have 
forbid his coming, on pain of incurring 
your diſpleaſure. No, no, my Dear, 
we both knew you too well for that; 
befides, did I not tell you that he me- 
ditated revenge, ever ſince you laid 
your commands upon him not to write 
to you? I am ſorry, though, that he 
ſurprized you ſo much; and did he, 
indeed, hold you in his arms for a mi- 
nute? How I pity you! But you 
did ſcream, and that was as much as 
could be expected of you. I knew you 
would behave with propriety. Though 
I do long to ſee you, Charlotte, yet I am 
generous enough to prefer the Mar- 
quis's happineſs to my own; ſo keep 


4 
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him in London, till he has thoroughly 


ſatisfied his curi tofity; "He cannot be 
better than where he now 48. Had 4 
forgot my friendihip for you, when I 


propoſed your travelling. tite-a-Hett, 


with my Brother? If it was not con- 
ſiſtent with the reſpe& due to appear 
ances,” to go a journey with a bogle 
Gentleman, why then you might very 
caſily have obviated that objection, by 


converting him into à married one. 


Come, come, Charlotte, this muſt be 
the caſe, one of theſe days; therefore. 
why ſhould you loſe time? 1 am Kei! 
tain, that, on his being united to you,” 
depends his life; and you are ſenſible, 
that it would be impoſſible for me ever 


to ſurvive his loſs, ſhould you (which 


God forbid!) condemn him to death, 
by refuſing him the honour of your 
hand. Conſider, my Dear, we have, 
always lived together; and what mate 


rial difference can it make, inconvert-: 
ing che name of Friend, into that of 


Huſ- 
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uſband ? Tis only ſuffeting him to 
re in your eee. of edges 


s kf 


Charlotte, a as to deny us the derbe 
and honour of your alliance, What a 
houſe of ſorrow. will our's be? And 
how will you upbraid yourſelf, for be- 
ing the author of our Mmiſery! No; 
you are too generous, too juſt, io wound, 
two hearts, which are devoted to you. 
My friend, my ſiſter, I conjure you to 
make my Brother happy! He de- 
ſerves . yau; you know he does; he 
dies for you Lou are now in a coun- 
try, where. lettlements, Sc. will be bet - 
ter made for your ſecuricy, than herez 
I mean, with regard to your fortune; 
his may be ſetiled as you like, on your Y 
return to Paris. You may marry in 
your own church, and afterwards (for 
form 's ſake) in our Ambaſſador's cha- 
pe}, Sepbie will, a ſecond time, attend 
von to church Rader ppineaulpjoes 
All n 


— 
F 
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In ſhort, my deareſt friend, let me, 
when we meet again, have the extatic 
pleaſure of ſaluting you by the tender 
name of Siſter; let me ſee joy ſparkle 


intheeyes of my beloved Brother; 1 
to heighten the bliſs, let us owe our 


lcity to you. Make my beſt compli- 


ments acceptable, if you pleaſe, to all 


your family. Conſult my peace, and your 
own happineſs, my dear, dear Charlotte; 
and prove to me, that you have a real 


| AE: for your truly affectionate, 


D*AnGE VILLE! 


7 ſhall write to my brother by chit 
poſt. Why do. you threaten to 
drop my correſpondence ? 1 can- 
not conſent to it; however, do but 
© a&@right, and you may do what 
elſe you pleaſe. I ſhall hear how 
you'do, and"what you ſay, by the: 
Wa d whoſe letters are full. of 
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LETTER XVI. 
To Mademoiſelle D'Anezvilie. 
1 Said I would not write to you any 
more, nor did I intend it, eſpe- 
cially in anſwer to the laſt letter I re- 
ceived from you, which is now of up- 
wards of a month's date; in it you put 
the knife to my throat, Adelaide; it 
ſcems as if all my friends had combined 
together, in order to perſecute and diſ- 
treſs me, and you more violently than 
any of the reſt. Cruel friend ! how 
have I deſerved thus to be threatened 
with becoming the murdreſs of thoſe, 
whoſe lives I would readily ſatrifice my 
own to ſave? The Marquis has pleaded 
his cauſe ſo effectually with my family, 
that I have not a friend left in it; nay, 
even Sir Charles has joined with my 
enemies, and does not heſitate to tell 
me, That your Brother is worthy of 
my hand, and that I ought to inſure 
Vor. II. T —_— 
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my future felicity, by uniting myſelf to 
him.“ He adds, © 'Fhat he never ſaw 
-the man yet, till he was acquainted 
with the Marquis, who, as he thought 
had delicacy of ſentiment enough to de- 
{ſerve me.” . Your Brother has read to 
.them the letter I wrote to him, when he 
Was ſo ill; indeed he teazed me, till I 
gave him leave ſo to do. They all agree 
that I do love him, only that I don't 
know ĩt, and that I ſhall not find it out 
till I am married to him. What non- 
ſenſe is all this? and how can he wiſh 
to take me upon ſuch a precarious te- 
nure? Thus they unite to tear my heart 
to pieces. If I could perſuade myſclf, 
that I had a ſentiment for the Marquis 
of a tenderer nature than that of eſteem, 
1 would nat heſitate a moment, but in- 


heartappears to me to be perfectly lent 
upon the ſubject. I prefer him to all 
his ſex; I could even be his wife with- 

out reluctance, but not with pleaſure; 
a 2 | - 2 :0yery 


* 
* 


ſtantliy conſent to marry him but my 
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every mark which he ſhe ws, of the vibe 
lence of his paſſion for me, gives me 
pain; I pity him, and blame my o. Y 
inſenſibility; yet I ſometimes think, 
that I ſhould be ſorry if he loved me 
leſs. Sir Charles told me, the other 
night, That Iwas not a proper judge 
of my own feelings, becauſeI compared 
the violent agitations Thad experienced 
in my firſt attachment, with the calmer 
ſenſibility of a riper judgment, and that, 
on the compariſon, not finding the ſame 
ſymptoms, though proceeding from a 
parallel cauſe, I raſhly concluded, that 
I was not in love with the Marquis, 
when it was viſible (he ſaid) to every 
one elſe, how dear he was to me.” Is 
this true, Adelaide? I cannot think ſo. 
Adieu, my mind is upon the rack. Ah, 
how difficult to attain is a thorough 
knowledge of our own hearts! If I 
know mine, it is only alive to friend- 
ſhip, and dead totally to every tenderer 
ſenſation. Your Brother drags me with 
x T2 him 
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him to every public place, till I am fas 


5 tigued to death: He will go no where 


without me. Every body aſks, Who 
he. is?” And my friends (as they call 
5 55 ves) a always take e care to anſ wer, 
(in my bearing, too, 41 It is the Mar. 
quis D Alle, a Fraue 150 of quality, 
who is come over to England, 5 order 
to warry Mrs. Wi lliams.” Is not this 
inconceivably odd behaviour R 18 


Brother bas been preſented at Court 


your Ambaſſador ; he looked like him- 
ſelf; I Was there; the King ſpoke to 
him for ſome minutes. 1 5 mort 

our ſervant: I am c Fo, nd tired, 
44 love. d ella # il 1 was better 
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1 Yo he, Mar 10 9 rn Der , 
fans s writes you at the neg 
21 4 = 5 expect ro hear from tte 
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1 again this age... d1rw elle 15 N 
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7 Mademoifelie _— GEVILEE 


* DE "LA AIDE, your Brother is per- 
featly w Il, give YOU m GE 
of it it; ſo be cbm eg and will tell 
you 77 reaſon Io this letter begins 
with ſo ſtrong an aſſurance of his health 
and ſafety : The affair was this; though 
18, not, think 1 ſhall give A very cleat 
ccount of t the matter, for Treatly am 
bard) y yet recovered from the rigbtit 
oeca ioned me. Yeſterday | we went'a 
party to the Opera; I in my own ſedan 
char „bpecauſe I can't bear the jolting 
the ſtreets of London in a coach, the 
reſt of che company in their own'equi- 
pages. After the Opera was over, your 
N handed me out, and, as he was 
juſt putting me into my chair, a 
coach drove futibufly up to it; the 
Marquis, with the hilt of bis Word, | 
beat back the heads of the horſes, for 
= fear 
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fear they ſhould advance too far, and 
overturn my chair: Upon which, one 
of them reared up on his hinder legs, 
and gave your Brother a blow, Which 
ſtruck him to the ground; I ſcreamed, 
and fainted away; what happened after- 
wards I know not, only that I found my- 
ſelf alone with the Marquis, in his coach, 
ſupporting me in his arms, and holding 
a bottle of ſalts to my noſe. Having 
. recovered my ſenſes a little, I looked 
wildly round me, and aſked, with ter- 
ror, if he was not hurt? He aſſured 
me he was not; I could not believe 
him, and therefore repeated the queſ- 
tion ; he then aſſeverated that he had 
received no injury, but a ſlight ſcratch 
from the ſtroke of the horſe. I en- 
quired how I came to be in his coach? 
He replied, that our company were all 
gone into their ſeparate equipages, and 
were ignorant of the accident which had 


befallen us; and that not thinking it 


dale r me, in the ficuationT then was, 
| þ 4 to 
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to go home alone in à chair, be had 
therefore taken the liberty of putting 
me into his coach, in order to have the 
greater care of me. I looked at him 
with aſtoniſhment, when I conſidered» 
how near he was being killed a few mo- 
ments before; this thought brought the 
tears into my eyes; indeed they flowed 
down my cheeks; he perceived they 
did ſo; when ſeizing one of my hands, 
he preſſed ir cloſe to his boſom, ſaying, - 
«« My dear Charlotte, to what am I to 
aſeribe the great ſenſibility you ſo ob- 
ligingly ſhew on this occaſion? Am I, 
indeed, dear to you? Speak, and make 
me the happieſt of mankind ” I ſhall 
not tell you my anſwer, Adelaide, nor 
the reſt of our converſation, till we arri- 
ved at my Brother's: Let it ſuffice for 
you to know, that the imminent dan- 
ger in which | had juſt ſeen the Mar- 
quis, taught me, that he was dearer to 
me than I had imagined him to be; in 
| ſhort, on our artival at home, the ac- 
F 


for the eic of i it. 


ate: ſiſterꝭ us welb as ſinnereiftiend. 


a LIE/FET/ERTXVH..! 
cident owa related, with all the conſe- 
quencewit had produced; upon Which 
my cauſt was tried before all the com - 
pany, and I being found guilty of lov- 
ingyoutBrothor, the jury unabimouſiy. 
without quitting the room, condemned 
me to marry him before we left London. 
I pleaded; but could not be heard; 
Upon 1 which] was obliged. to ſubmit nn 
r 


nen 


| BY ave my wo 
I tremble — 
the thought, but reſt aſſuted, t 
ſhall not recede from my word. I 
Marquis is out of his ſenſes; EW 
write, he ſays, and ſoy 'togk; the pen, 
in order to give you this information, 
knowing how delighted you would be 
at the ne ves, If I ſhould aut be happy 
row;whatthave.you, and the reſt of my 
friends, to anſwer for Il dare not chin 
af it: G bye my dear; my next 
will probably be ſigned your affection : 


adio 1 mg ben WAA 
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L ENTE RT XVII. 202 


I don't thin L hall write tor you aa 
more till I am executed, becauſe I 
all have a vuaſt deal do da, and! 
mote to chink of, and the Marquis 
el me be-mritesto peace 


ont Dee moo HH 5 [33! MU}. LYON 


_ 
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"A ram, the Marg 1 D'Ars2, 40 et 
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| FDE LAIDE, my deareſt Siſter, 2 
joice at the felicity of a Brother, 
who loves you with the tendereſt affec-. 
tion. Yeſterday your lovely friend 
yowed herſelf mine for life at the altar, 
in thepreſence of her parents, brothers, 
ſiſters, good Mr. Smizb, and myſelf ; 
we were married twiee over, as you muſt 
know. The rene wal of a ceremony, 
the conſequences of which had formerly 
been ſo fatal e her peace, threw an air 
of timid ſenſibility into my Charlatte's: 
face, which rendered her, if poſſible, 
7 nob, } more 


4 
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more intereſting: ſhe went through both 
the ceremonies with more reſolution 
than we expected from her; and, when 
- allwasover, ſhe turned to me, and, with 
a ſmmile of the moſt ineffable good na- 
ture, ſaid, Ah, why is not my Adelaide 
here, to fill up the meaſure of my con- 
tentment! Ithanked her in your name, 
as well as my own, for this obliging 
wiſh. In ſhort, Siſter, her whole beha- 
viour, during the day, was attentiveto 
the company, and kind to me; ſhe. 
was: ſerene, though not gay; ſhe was 
thoughtful, but normelancholy; ſhe was 
modeſt, but not prudiſn; in a word, 
ſhe was, and is, divinely amiable: 
Her father, who is worthy of being ſo,. 


both from his polite addreſs, and fine. 


underſtanding, ſnewed fo thorough a 
ſatisfaction at our union, as, I ſaw, 
gave infinite ſatisfaction to my Char- 
lotte. Her mother, who is a moſt a- 
greeable- woman, was all gaiety and 
good humour; and the worthy Mr, 

1 0 Smith 


Smith cried for joy, to ſee his dear child, 
as he calls her, . in the poſſeſſion of an 
honeſt man;” theſe are his own words. 
Sir Charles Stanley ſhook me by the 
hand, and ſaid, looking at me pathe- 
tically, Marquis, you are now the 
happieſt of mankind; and, (continued 
he, ) I really believe you deſerve my Siſ- 
ter, if any man can be ſaid to be wor- 
thy of ſoineſtimablea treaſure as ſhe is.” 
We dined in thecountry, and that day 
paſſed with the utmoſt good humour 
and chearfulneſs. My adorable wife 
ſtands at my elbow whilſt Jam wtiting; 
all my ideas are concentred in her; 
ſhe is my exiſtence.-I can ſay no more; 
for how vain would it be for me to at- 
tempt to deſcribe my preſent happineſs} 
Receive, my dear Siſter, our joint loves. 
We are one, Adelaide, and yours, by 
the tendereſt ties of friendſhip and af. 
fection, " * 
The 5 and Marchioneſs D'A Isk. 
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., Meet us at Calniss we willlet jou 
Auknovitheday; hieb is not yet fixt: 
Had not your unaccountable fear 
ai goff the water: oppoſed: our, wiſhes, 
you might now have been a par: 
bs taken of our ſelicity. All the fa- 
zbavily here ſend a million af com- 


ipliments ta you. Adieu 


STE, LE TT E Nope 07 31 
2 alm 3hiod biyodt yanom 
dear, ADELAIDE, 1dgim J 3803 ef 
AIs day fortnight your. Brother, 
1 ; wylelf, and my Brother Rullaud. | 
propaſe being at Calais; hut we mut 
depend upon the wind, for the certaint 
ty of meetingyoutherepreciſely on that 
day. Wedhall, however, d our part, 
not to diſappoint you - tn>i91g ybod 
The Marquis is ſo;much., delighted, 
with Zuglang, that he has promiſed to 
return to it next year, with Sir Caries, 
and his Lady, tur een are t 
Muw to noiumbs ym lis zi PAP: 


Is; 
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pay us a viſit at Paris; nay; My gobd 
friend, and ſecond father, Mr. Smith, 
declares, he will immediately ſettle his 
affalts here, and end his days with us in 
France. He made his will the other 
day, in which he has generduſſy made 
me his heir to ten thouſand pounds, 
which, after paying ſome few legacies, 

is pretty near all he 1s worth. He read 
it to the Marquis, who inſiſted, that the 
money ſhould be left in ſuch a manner, 
as that I might poſſeſs it for my ſole 
and ſeparate uſes proteſting, at the 
fame time, that he would not even have 
it in his power, either to receive,” or 
diſpoſe of a farthing of it. I oppoſed” 
this His tec ueſt with velemenee, dut 
was over: powered by numbers, every 
body preſent declaring; that ĩt as juſt 
it ſhould be fo: I muſt confeſs to you 
Adelaide, that your Brother's behaviour 
upon this, as well as every other occa- 
ſion, is ſo nobly great, and generous, 
that it raiſes my admiration of, whilſt 
4 it 
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it augments my eſteem for, his charac- 
ter. On the other hand, his exceſs of 
love, and tenderneſs for me, melts my 
heart to a degree of ſenſibility, which 1 
am almoſt aſhamed of; I attempt ſtill 
to keep up my dignity, but I fear my 
actions too frequently betray my weak- 
neſs. - The Marquis tells me, twenty 
times a day, that he is fure I love him: 
And this thought ſeems to make him 
ſo extatically happy, that I cannot be 
ſo cruel as to contradict him. | 

I am loaded with preſents for you, 
my Dear, from ſeveral individuals of 
my family; your Brother, too, has ex- 
erred the utmoſt powers of his imagi- 
nation. in the choice of ſome trifles, 
which he thinks may be exceptable to 
you, as being the produce of this coun- 
try: My litele offering will accompany 
the reſt. I loag to ſee you, my dear 


Adelaide, though I ſhall feel a pang at 
parting from my friends, and relations, 
bere. Adicu, my ſweet girl, till we 

1 I . 


— 
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meet, when | ſhall endeavour; by every 
action of my life, to prove to you, how 
truly Jam, my deareſt ſiſter, your ever 
affectionate and faithful friend, 

The Marchionefs D' Als. 


J My huſband ſends his love, in which 
we all join. 


| 
| 
þ 
| 
| 


* 
— —̃̃ ty — —— — 


